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L INT REPORT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY’S AMBASSADORS IN TEHRAN

1. THE HEADS OF MISSION OF THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY IN
TEHRAN MET ON 28TH OF JANUARY TO CONSIDER A DRAFT LETTER TO
AHMAD KHOMEIN{, AN IDEA WHICH THEY DISCUSSED AT A PREVIOUS MEETING,
THE PURPOSE OF WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN TO PRESS ONCE MORE FOR REGULAR
VISITS .TO THE AMERICAN HOSTAGES. THEY DECIDED HOWEVER THAT SUCH A
LETTER, WHETHER TO AHMAD KHOMEINl OR TO ANOTHER PERSON WOULD BE.-
INAPPROPR I ATE AT THIS TIME SINCE, WITH THE VICTORY OF BANI SADR,
THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN IRAN HAS ENTERED AN ENTIRELY NEW PHASE.

2. THE AMBASSADORS AGREED ON THE FOLLOWING ANALYSI!S:
A) BANI SADR HAS BEEN ELECTED BY A LARGE MAJORITY (ABOUT 65%)

| OF THE IRANIAN ELECTORATE, IN AN ELECTION IN WHICH HE WAS NOT
THE‘OFFIC!RL CANDIDATE AND IN WHICH INDEED HE WAS THE OBJECT OF
MUCH CR SM FROM THE MOSLEM QUARTERS, WITH THE NOTABLE EXCEPTION
HIMSELF WHO REFUSED TO ENDORSE ANY CANDIDATE.

DITIONS IN WHICH THE ELECTION WAS HELD, AFTER A
VOLUTION, WERE NOT [DEAL. NEVERTHELESS THE
D NOT ENDORSE ANY PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE, HAS
T WAS BY AND LARGE FAIR AND DEMOCRATIC.

DR COMES TO OFFICE WITH A MASSIVE
KES HIM, FOR THE FIRST TIME sxucz THI
TY IN HlS own RteaT._ s ,
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D) BOTH PRIVATELY, BUT OFFICIALLY, TO THE AMBASSADORS 1IN
NOVEMBER AND PUBL.ICLY SINCE THEN, BOTH IN THE ELECTOS e
AND SINCE HIS ELECTION, BANI SADR HAS MADE CLEAR HIS VIEW AT THE ; X
OCCUPATION OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY AND THE HOLDING HOSTAGE OF THg
AMER ICAN STAFF WERE MISGUIDED AND HAS INDICATED HIS DESIRE T0
RESOLVE THE PROBLEM WITH THE LEAST POSSIBLE DELAY. :
E) ON THE OTHER HAND IN POLITICAL TERMS INSIDE IRAN, IT 15 ouT
OF THE QUESTION FOR HIM SIMPLY TO ORDER THE STUDENTS 7O Re{gase
THE HOSTAGES. SUCH AN ORDER WOULD PROBABLY NOT BE OBEYED AND woypp
RUN SO COUNTER TO THE POPULAR FEELING THAT HAS BEEN ALLOWED TO
DEVELOP IN IRAN, THAT |T WOULD TEND TO UNDERMINE HIS POSITION,
F) HE NEEDS THEREFORE TO PRESENT THE HOLDING OF THE HOSTAGES As
CONTRARY TO IRANIAN INTERESTS (A PROCESS THAT HE HAS ALREADY
STARTED IN A STATEMENT THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT ACTUALLY WELCOMES THE
CONT!NUED HOLDING OF THE HOSTAGES IN ORDER THE BETTER TO OPPOSE THE |
!RANIAN REVOLUTION AND DAMAGE ITS IMAGE) AND TO HAVE SOMETHING TO
WHICH HE CAN POINT AS A VlNDtCAT!ON OF IRAN AND AN ACCEPTANCE OF {7
TOTAL INDEPENDENCE FROM [MPER 1AL 1ST INFLUENCE.
G) HIS WISH TO DlSEMBARASS HIMSELF OF THE HOSTAGE [SSUE DOES .
NOT MEAN THAT HE WOULD IMMED| ATELY PROCEED TO THE NOR¥ ALISA\ON %
OF RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES. RATHER, AS HE HAS PUT IT, HE
DOES NOT WISH TO START THE IRANIAN REPUBLIC WiTH TH1S ISSUE *?ON HIS
e SRR
, H)_BAN! SADR HAS A DIFFICULT HAND TO PLAY. IT WILL BE NECESSARY
“ESTABLlSH CONFIDENTIAL CONTACT WITH HIM EITHER THR QUGH
; SENTAT!VES ABROAD OR THROUGH TRUSTED EMISSARIES Hé(QAM
BE PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT NOT TO COMPLICATE HIS TASK BY
Q-N;s WHICH COULD EMBARASS HIM IN IRANTAN PUBLIC OPINION
?DES!GNED TO MAKE HlM MOVE FASTER THAN HE JUDGES
TE PREOCCUPATION WILL BE THE ELECT!ON FOR THE
ED TO ORGANIZE A MAJORITY IN IT. DIFFICULT THERE-§
: SEEMs BEST TO THE AMBASSADORS TO C”VT&%U~ T0

REF Al&.FROM ACTIONS THAT WILL MAKE 3B

{




POSS{BILITY OF SOME FORM OF INTERNATIONAL INVE_S‘T\G'ATiON OR ENQUIRY
INTO THE GRIEVANCES OF THE IRANIAN PEOPLE AGAINST THE SHAH.

3. THE AMBASSADORS CONCLUDED THAT, ONCE BANI SADR HAS BEEN FORMALLY

CONF|RMED AS PRESIDENT, THEY SHOULD ADDRESS HiM, EITHER AT A
MEETING OR BY LETTER, WITH A RENEWED REQUEST FOR REGULAR visiTs TO
THE HOSTAGES, PENDING THEIR RELEASE, WHICH REMAINS THE MAIN ©

OBJECT I VE.
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