Minutes of a meeting of the United Kingdom Government on British policy
in the Netherlands East Indies (London, 28 March 1946)

Caption: These minutes of the meeting of the United Kingdom Government — held on 28 March 1946 at 10
Downing Street following the reaction in the Netherlands to the announcement by the United Kingdom to
withdraw its forces from Java — outline the future policy of the British Government in the Netherlands East
Indies. Those attending the meeting included Clement Attlee, British Prime Minister and Minister of Defence,
Ernest Bevin, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Field Marshal Viscount Alanbrooke, Vice Admiral Sir
Rhoderick Robert McGrigor and Marshal of the Royal Air Force Lord Arthur William Tedder.
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C.0.5.{ub) LYth Mecetino

STAFF CONFERENCE
held at No.10 Downing Street, S.i{.1. on
THORSDAY, 28TH MARCH, 196 at 141 noon

BRESEID

-t 'he Rt. ilon. G.R. Attles, 4.P.,
Prime Minister 2nd Minister of Defence
(In the Chair)

The Rt. Hon. Urnest Devin, W.P., Field dMarshal Viscount Alanbrooke,

Secretary of State for Chief of the Imperial Gencral
Toreign Affelrs Staff

Viee Lamirgl Sir Rhoderick Marshal of the Royal Zir Ferce,
MeGrigor, renrescnting Lord Tedder, Chief of the
the Firct Son Lord and Air Staff

Chief of Havel Starf

General Sir Hestings L. Ismay,
Offtce of the Minister of Defcnce

THE POLLOUING a5 ALSO PREJENT:

Mr. J.CSterdnle Sermett,
Foreign Office

SACRETARIALT

or Gonernl Sir Lesli,e

r P.R.Maiateriield
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FUTURE “GLICY IH T WETHERLLNDS E T JWOTES

{Previous Refgrencc: D, 0. (L6) 9th Meeting, Minute L)

THE COMLITTZL hod before them 2 copy+ of o memorendum
left with the Secrctory of Stete for Foreisn aAffaira by
the Netherlends .ambnszcdor on 27th Moreh, 1946, lodging
o formal protesat apninst the plansﬁ for the withdrawal
of British troops from the Wetherlonds Ecast Indles aos
approved” by the Chicfs of Btaff ond expressing the
hope thnt His Mojesty's Government would withhold their
consent to this plon.

MR, DWVIN anid that technieslly the Drotest by the
NHetherlonds Government could be rejected by us on various
grounds., HNevertheless he felt thot it would be unwise
to reject the protest without careful considersation in
view c¢f ithe inercoged likelihood of a guccessful
cgnelusion being reoached in the Duteh Indonesian
discussions.

LORD aLANDROUKS arid that it was quite wrong teo

- deseribe the troop movewcnts into and out of Java oe o
e withdrowel, The foet woas thot as the Duteh lroops were
moved into Javn so were Indiam formotions beinp moved out
when they hed been relicved, The position at prescnt
wos that there were some 34,800 Duteh troojds in the
For fnat, the bulk of wnich were now moving into, or were
already in, Jovo; opnroximately 2,500 Duteh troops would
reach the ¥er Ecut by June end o further 20,000 wcre due
to leave Euwrcpe in September. The present strength of
the British and Indirn troops in the Wethcrlaonds gast Indies
wos 60,000 and this nuioer of troops would aot be altered
except that, in time, the Dritish ond Indien trocps would
be replcced bty Titch troops. The reliefz thot wore oi- pncsent
planned were meinly in Vcostcrn Jeova, where there would
remain, howevcr, for scmec time yet, o corps H.Q., aa
Tndion Division snd o number of Corps troopsas

In onswer to an enquiry by Mr. Bevin, Lord Alanbrooks
BLhot weyr O0 s im oiae relief of Dritisk troops by
broops; o6 ¢ iread, plonnmed, would be rwat undesirable
disrupt the shipping progromme cnd would be the
onsiderchble agitotion in Tndia ond i
troops themselves when the
to Indis become known
icn of eny delay i
determined in 8

(‘CVC@ 3/5 www.cvce.eu



In answcr to o further question by le, Devin
LORD .LANBRCOK: s0id thot there remgincd in Jeve
obout 33,000 JFapsnesc prisoncrs of war te he cvocuated,
who were now in the intcrior of the Islend ond were
net ycit under our control. Steps were being token to
get them to march into the Dritish lines. He cstimated
that there were some 30,000 RAPWI to be rcleascd who
were not yet undcr our contrel, Our responsibility was
limited solely to rclcosing them from Joponese camps cnd
not from Indonesicn ¢oups. We were under no obligation
to ri;ht the Indonesicns to obtain the pcleccose of
RAPWTI whieh could only be cficeted by recching en
agreement with the Indonesicns.

THE PoIME MIMNISTER scid that it wos clcor that

the Dutch reclly hod no grounds uwpon which to lodge a
protest, The movement of troops referred to constifuted
o relief and there could be no gquestion of ollowing
British troops to rcencin in the Islend once Duteh
troops were cvoiloblde to relieve them; neither werc
we vpnder ony oblijation to the Dufeh to discuss with

e them our military orrancenents cr the opcrationsl
movement of our trocps in the Netherlands Ecst Indies.

MR. LEVIN snid thot as the negotiotions with
Java had recched such o deliccte singe, it would be
of pgreast help if the possibility of delnying the
withdrawal of Indicn troops for chout a fortanicht
could be examinad.

THE COMiIIITTEE: ~

(2) Invited the Chiefs of Staff to send
a telaegromt to 8...0.8.%E. 2. asking
him to examine and report os o
metter of urgency, on the implicotions
of deloying, wholly or in mort, by
about o fortnight, relief of Eritish
troocpsz in Western Java.

(L) Took npte thot the chief of ihe
Imperinl Genernl Staff would obtoin
further detcils of the progresg of
the repatriation af the i inj
Joponese priscner
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ANNEY

Copy of s lgtter dated 28th March, 1946 from
the Foreign office

x . x

I enclose a copy of a mema left with the Seeretary
of State by the Netherlands Ambassador last night. I
have not yot heard what passed at the interview but I think
you should heve the d ocument without delay for the
informetion of the Chiefs of Staff,

{S8igned) J.C. ST'RNDALE EEKNETT

Copy of a Memorandum left with the Sscretary
of Stete by the Neathrrlands Ambassador on

77N The 27th March, 1944.

The Metherlands Governrent has been informed concerning
the withdrawal of British troops from Java, approved by

the Chiefs of Staff and communicated to Her Majesty's
Ambassador on the Z5th March.

The Ketherlands Goverrment is deeply disappointed and
concerned that this withdrswal has been approved by the
Chiefs of Staff without previous consultation with the
Netherlands Governrment.

ihile this withdrewel wes contemplated, the Wetherlands
Governrent received repeated eassurances eranating from the
Foreign Office that no time table for large acale withdrawals
had been drawn up.

The Netherlands Govermment feels, that befere the
commi tment of the British Government concerning the libsration
of the APWI and the svacuation of Japanese prisoners of war
is execnted, s withdrawal aa now contszmplated, is in flat
contradiction with the agre-d policy between the two
Governments.,

The N-theriaends Governpent must a ni Hig Majeaty'
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