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Caption: At a meeting on 1 February 1946, the leaders of the South East Asia Command (SEAC) discuss the
problem of Dutch refugees in Indonesia who are supposed to be evacuated by British troops.
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5) jfir . }Jlderson, Foreign Office , sts.ted tho.t he understood the situo.tion to be:~ 

(n) The Governments of Now Zeetland end ;.ustr D.lie. "-ere pr epared to accept 
15 ,000 DUtch No.t i ono.ls bct,.1eel') th.::m . -...... 

{b) The Dutch Government ·.:ere propc.red to r eceive in Holl.end about 60,oco. 

(c) The Dominions Office .h.~.d o.lrce.dy cOlmlunicated ·oith the South Afri een 
(}overnm.::nt on the question of' r eception in south ;.f:r i co. but no arrwigemcnt 
he.a yet been mRde. . s 

. . 
(d) In th: for egoing turritori~s some 33 ,000 lul.d c.lr eo.dY been d i sposed of. 
He added_ ,here were no Forc.ign Office ob j ections to HQ SACSE;\ dealing 
diruct r11. th the) Dutch on s)4ipping ond personnel matters. · 

6) colonel Bo.11 ,. D.D.P .Mov{O) stat1.;d' 'tho.t th,e fJnericon. G<>vernment v;ere 
releasing I)Utch ships from U. · , . :, . to· the Dutch authori ties. . The toto.l l ift 
of these ships was r.pprox . 24-,000 persbnhel, of \',hich 21, 000 ·,:;ould be 
released now :md e. f urther 3 , OOO in Mo.rob. He felt it was c.lso possible that 
I)Utch shipping noy; held by the British in U.M. A. pool mi ght be released to the 

J)Utch, but he .could gi ve no positive c.ssurence on the outcome of' the -present' 
negotiations. On p r "se,nt indico.tions , i t appeared however , thc.1; the· Dutch 
,.-oul& have eontroL of up ·to 24, 000 personnel lift b.Y t'he end of next mo1:th . 

·The availability of s~i ppi ng oth~r than Dutch shipping f or Februsr.v and 
Murch, 5;".s negli gible , but o.ny deP.1e.nds th-r.t HQ SJ\OSEi, put in \;ould be referred 
to the Chiufs of Staff for rating on priority. This a lso o.pplied to the further 

question of' the 210 , 000 Dutch no.tionals . 

7) In the.nkirtg Colonel B<>.11 f or this useful information Major-Gener a l DeMing 

stated that HQ S1,CS"lJ, •.yould t ake up inmedio.tely with the Dutch the quest ion 
of.' their providing Dut<',h shippi.'lg to evacuate Europe~Jl nationo:ls f r'om N. E. I . 
J.ny shortfc.11 i n lift provided by the Dutch would thel'l b.,. r .at:err0d to t endon, 

. 
8) Colonel Skeen, D.P . '.'1 . , then raised the ques tion of G-..:rmon P . Y!s , o.nd 
internees that RQ S,.CSE!. ·,,i.she<1· to evo.cue.te ns s 0on as possible from J ava. 
He said t~t as fnr o.s G-:nnen P . '.Is. \·1e.re concer ned, they s}:lould be sent to 

the t!idd~e East . 

The Chairman s te.ted th.'.'.t in rege.rd to G<:;xinan D, Ps., they cotll d not at 
present be accepted in G~rmany; it 1,as a mutter of priorities, other 
countries as vrell a s the Domi nions rJld Colonies, all had German intarnees they 
·.7:i.shed to evacuate. The pr i ority quc:stion f or their return to Germany could 

only be decided in London. 

General n,.;nning ~r.:i~d that G~r man P .Ws . should be oz-vacue.ted to the ?Biddle 
East and said tho.t G<:;rmo.n intern~os should be se:nt direct to <;.;rmany on an agreed 

Priority later. 

9) In conclusion G-.;ntlral !)cnnin.g sUllDl\tsd up as follo·,73: -

(a.) HQ ·s:.CSE., ha d be"--n abl.: to move e.ppr~x. 1,~_00 Europeans to Hollo.nd, 

and evacuation was continuing to Austral1.::. and Ne,v Zealand. 

b} HQ SACSE., -.;ou.Ld now dr:lY.- up tent~ti vc p4tn~ 1?as;;:d on actual and 
. ted shipping rol.;as.::s for further evacuation of' Europeans .end 

. would negotiate direct with the DUtcb on the~ me.1.te:l:'s, and 
Londan of th" final arrangements made, 

Office should b.., e.skod if HQ SJ.C~ could negotiate 
A\.Ultra.lian ond South l.frican Gove,21m.enta ｾ＠
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r epr e s en. 

1\.ft cr the rneeting , a t y;hich the Domi nions Off i cd \-,er v not 

t ed , 

t ho f0llowing intirnation ~as rocoived f r om t hem. 
TneY 

J.·_ustr·rtl i o. he,d agr eed to 2_ccept 1 O, OOO and New zealnnd 6, OOO , be 

sugge s ted that t h0 fi11&l ar rangements Md actua l numbers t~ di r ect 
r eceived by these tvio Govcr n111vnts , should be t l1e out come . 0 

negotiat i ons by Hl} Si:..CSEi\.. d tb.8-t 
suggeste 

No r Gply f rom South ~fricn had been r eceived and it wa s 

HQ Si1.CSEf.. should 1nal<:c a direct approa ch • 

Febr uery , 1946. 
( Issued b y 01 .. (DP ) ) 
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