Minutes of a meeting on the problem of Dutch refugees in the South East
Asia Command (1 February 1946)

Caption: At a meeting on 1 February 1946, the leaders of the South East Asia Command (SEAC) discuss the
problem of Dutch refugees in Indonesia who are supposed to be evacuated by British troops.
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Present:-
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LU, Col, V.M., Hammer, ot ( fransportation
Major P. Monahes, R )
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Colonel S»bz:n “’“"(-*-’-'r'-} in the chair
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Mr. C.M./inderson,

i

Foreign Office (F.E.Dcpt.j

1) Mojor-General Denning explained that the Dutch nationals in SEM‘ fell into
three cotegorics:-

; RAFWL | ' . =". ‘
Ref'ugees >
ii) IFTU

IFTU, ‘rhon it mlght not bg. safe to l«:a,‘w.. in a host:.le aresn., ,
aid that arrangements had been made for the accommodation of 54, of
Nationals in Singapore, Siam and Ceylon, but it wes desirable for ¢ conom
other rSasons to leave them there for as short g time as possible, '

accepted 5,000 Dutch Nationals for six months only..

2 Ma jor-General Denning emphasised the difficultics of co=-or«
ex)racuatmn of these Dutch Notionals, and stated that HQ SACSEA cons

pz‘esent position to be as follows:-

(2) ﬁﬁfst:mlm ?r'warmnend:; «haa 2
| (b) Du'tc:h



negotintions.

qu

2.
ir, Jnderson, Foreign Office, stated that he wnderstood The situction tohe,

(o) The Goverrments of New Zooland snd fustrelis wWere prepared to-ccospt
15,000 Daten Notlonala between them, i _ =P
L

P a it o = : ) s . 3 s oAk
(b) Tae Dutch Govermment jywere prepored to recelve Ln Holland obout 60,005

(f:,) The .I:qninimm Qffice hod alrendy  communicnted with the South Africen
govermnent on the gutstion of reception in South jfrica but no arrangements

ned - yet been moade.

{d) Iﬂ th fﬁ,m?ﬂﬁiﬂﬁ_ territorics some. 53 ,O00 ‘had already been disposed of,
He cdded there were mo Forcign Office objections to HQ SACSEA dealing
dipcct with the Dulch on shipping and persomicl metters.

-&')' colonel Bell, D.D.P.Mov(0) stated that the [merican Covernment were

celessing Dutch ships from U.iiii. to the Dutch suthoritics. .The total 1ift

of these ships was rpprox. 24,000 persbahel, of whilch 21,000 would be
relensed now and a further 5,000 in Mareh., He felt it was also possible that

Duteh shipping now bield by the British in U.il.4. pool might be reteased to the
tuten, but be could give no positive assurance on the cutcome of the present
On prusent indications, it appeared however, thot vhe Dutch
would have control. of up to 24,000 persorncl 1ift by the end of next month.

. The availability of shipping other than Dutch shipping for February and
larch, was neglipgible, but any dencnds thet H) SACSBEA put in would be referrsd
to the Chiefs of Staff for rating on priority. This also applied to the further
estion of the 210,000 Duteh nationals, -

g In thanking Colonel Ball for this useful information Mﬂ,ﬂgr-—geﬂeral EHLIJIII.HE

stated that HY SICS:. would toks up dmcdistely with the Dutch the question
of their providing Dutch shipping to evacuate Suropesn nationals from N.B:i.
Jny shortfall in 1ift provided by the Duteh would then be referred to Londonm. i

?fj Colonel Skeer, DRy then raised the question of &Hrmﬂn]gmnwsl mrd o ol
h gvacucte as soon os possible from Java,

Snternces that HQ S.CSEA wisheds to 28 P

Ho seid thib as fax as Guwmen P.ifs. viere concerncd, thuy should be sent to
the Madle Hest. 7 g,

=




Ml After the meeting, at vhich the Dominions Office were not ! '*1:._._
~ the following intimation weas received from them. R

;ustralia had agrecd to accept 10,000 and New Zealand 6, 0”-%" |
suggested that the finel arrmgements and actual numbers O |
recelved by thesu twio Gova_.rnmunta, should be the outcome E’f a
negotiations by HD SICSEN.

No reply from South fi’i'.ic.a had been received and it was St B
HQ SACSEL should make a direct approach.
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