Telegram from the British Foreign Office to the new Ambassador in
Indonesia (24 January 1946)

Caption: In a telegram dated 24 January 1946, the British Foreign Secretary informs Sir Archibald Clark
Kerr, United Kingdom Special Envoy to Indonesia, of his new mission, which particularly involves examining
the possibilities for an agreement between the people of Indonesia and the Netherlands Government.
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[THIS TELEGRAM IS OF PLRTECULAR ] 0 BE RETAINED
BY THE AUTHORISED RECTPIENT ﬂmgfﬁ%m% g% 2l

[CYPHER]
CABINET DISTRIBUTION
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO 1MOSCOW
No. 266 . ,
24th January 1946 D. 5.35 a.m, 24th January 1946
Repeated to The Hague No. 70
Washingt? Hg 854
| Batavia (marked DEDIP PRRSONAL)No, 60,
/ for Mr. Denlng}
IMMEDIATE
DEDIP
SECRET

Fe'ilowing personal for /mbassador.
Following is final text of directive which is being /

#

issued to you in regard to your mission to Batavia.
[Begins] '
1 You are appointed as spec’lal Mhaﬁsadﬁi’ sLa pﬂaceﬁﬂ @n
;r';",:f'rj”_'r&:r:y mission to Batavla Your mission w111 ’I:na to keep
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5. Political difficulties have, however, created a

situation far different from that which was at first contemplated
and have involved the British forces in responsibilities for

the maintenance of law and order without which their primary
tasks could not be accomplished,

4. The result has been a heavy and unexpected military
comnitment which has undesirable consequences both on the
manpower situation in this country and, insofar as Indian

/ troops form a large proportion of the British forces in the
Netherlands East Indies, on the Indisr political situation.
i o. It is not the desire of His Majesty's Government to
concern themselves with constitutional issues between the
Netherlands Government and the people of the Netherlands East
Indies, but they aré vitally concerned with the conseguences
of a continued failure to reach a settlement of these
political issues, and in particuler with the lawless conditions
arising therefrom which are causing a mounting toll of lives
both among the British forces and amnng'thﬂ_peﬁaaful'inhabitﬁhts%
% .: of the Netherlands East Indies.

6. ! speedy solution is of the greatest importance bath
tﬂ thﬁ-fulfllment nf the military tasks lﬁid-uﬁﬂnﬁﬂisiﬂajastgis

thxﬂmant and for the peace and walfﬁr& of the HE%herian&E

t«IhﬂlEs and of Sauth.East ﬁsiﬂ iﬁ;g;_QgTi

.....
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between the Netherlands avthorities and the Indonesian leaders,
You have been furnished with copies of the constitutional
proposals of the Netherlands Government for the-Hetherlaﬁds
East Indies contained in the broadcast made by Her Majesty’
the Queen of the Netherlards on December 6th 1942, in Dr,
van Mook's statement of Novenber 8th 1945 and in the programme
comnunicated to His liajesty's Governnent at the Cheguers meeting
of December 27th 1945. His Majesty's Govermaent consider that
these proposals ars veryv liberal ard that ithey ought to offer
& fair and reasconable basis of seitlement. You may therefore
urge the Indonesian lcaders to give them the most earnest and
favourable consideration,

7. You will be responsidie to, and will in all matters
communicate wiil, me. |

8. Military and adiminisirative auilhority in tne
Netherlands Bast Indies is vested im the Supreme Allied Commander
South Bast Asia and through him in the local Force Commander.
The Force Commander is being instructed to comply with such

- advice on political matters affecting the Netherlands East

1{ Tndies as you may tender to him, unless on purely military
. 1ok

mgm@unﬂﬁ he feels it necessary to refer
9 In all }FGTJ.I" actlmiziea :sf;::u W”Lll ‘ﬁﬁﬁr im
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10. In fulfilment of the general policy set out in

paragraph €6 you will of course be accessible to responsible
Indonesian elements, and will cultivate as wide contacts

as possible among the different sections of the communities
in the Netherlands Rast Indies,

[Bnds].

Above text has been concurred in by the Chiefs of Staff
and is being telegraphed by them to Admiral Mountbatten,
; Copies will be given in strict confidence to the Netherlands

Government and to the United States Government,

0.T.P.

wcevee
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