Telegram from George Henry Hall to Henry Monck-Mason Moore on
British policy in Indonesia (19 November 1945)

Caption: On 19 November 1945, following the adoption of a motion in the State Council of Ceylon stating the
admiration of the people of Ceylon for the bold fight being waged by the people of Indonesia and Indochina
against Dutch and French imperialism, the British Secretary of State for the Colonies, George Henry Hall,
sends a telegram to the Governor of Ceylon, Sir Henry Monck-Mason Moore, in which he analyses the
position that the British Government should adopt concerning the recent events in Indonesia. He deplores the
violence of the nationalist movements and notes the promise made by the Queen of the Netherlands in 1942
to grant more autonomy to the Dutch colonies. He also emphasises that the United Kingdom, while it
supports its Dutch allies, does not wish to be involved in the administrative and political affairs of non-British
territories and plans to withdraw its forces from Indonesia as soon as possible.
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:E, OQUTWARD TELEGRAM

13083/46 Part I1I

Cypher (0.7.P.)

TO CEYLON (Sir H, Moors)
PROM S, OF 8,, COLONIES.

Gent 19th November, 1845, 13,45 hia,

MOST TMMEDIATE

Following Secret and Personal 19th November for
Governor from Sscrhetary of Jtate.

Your talegram No. 2121,

3tate Council resolution gn Indonesia and
do=China. PBest genaral line to teke is as follows:-

opa both in the Netherlands Kaat
are fulfiliing an Allied

war with Japap in the erea
eneral MacArthur’s Meneral.
tten ¢learly cannoat tolerats
mpletion of this task
orce Lo meet' viclence
vndoubtadly been
in the Netherlands
¥ears, the present
of 1nspiretion by
termeg of surrendesr
o the nationzliat
le for the Allis
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Tu spesk of the beold fight which the nmtiunaliats

ere putting up sgalnst the Dateh and French imperizsllams
reveals =z misconception of the altuaticn. Ia =oin countziae |
there ia & divereity of races ana tt is the Ducveh and Lhs
French who tefore the war brought unliy order and
scorcmie welfare and development. The ucen of the
Netherlanda n Ier broadcast of Dooember, 1942, promised
a large degrse of seli--government to all Dutch overasass
torritories and Dr, van Mook, tha Lieutenuat Goveruor ;P
General of itha Hethoriands Mast Indisa, hee beon
suthorlsed %o discues with the local indonesian leaders "
hew it 18 intended to apply thes: promlsed reforms in
the ecae® 0f Java. Similsrly the Treach Covavnment
in a declaretion of policy issuzd oo the 2ith Pavzh lact,
pronlaed & wide meesure of auvloncry Lo Irndo Ching,.
If the welfare end kappinsse of the 'Lm"&b'ltﬁf.hb o Ghe
Hetharlands Esst Indiass and Indo Cnine iz nowv to Tz
prajudised, the ulsimste alm of indaependence mist be
sought throwgn a gradusl and prograssive evolution
tovards ee‘\f-—go‘aemmenu which clearly denands he

0088ible co~oparation batween tho loqs?
R seh and Fremsh Govornmentg., o
. 3 f.’.‘..noee llnhab.ttanta at
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