Letter from Ernest Bevin to Jonkheer E. Michiels van Verduynen on the
principles governing civil administration and jurisdiction in the
Netherlands Indies (London, 24 August 1945)

Caption: On 24 August 1945, the British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Ernest Bevin, sends a letter to
the Netherlands Ambassador to London, Jonkheer E. Michiels van Verduynen, in which he asks the
Netherlands Government to approve a memorandum on the principles that will govern questions of civil
administration and jurisdiction in the liberated territories of the Netherlands Indies.

Copyright: (c) The National Archives of the United Kingdom

Note: This document has undergone optical character recognition (OCR), so that full text search and
copy/paste operations can be carried out. However, the result of the OCR process may vary depending on the
quality of the original document.

URL:
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/letter_from_ernest_bevin_to_jonkheer_e_michiels_van_ver
duynen_on_the_principles_governing_civil_administration_and_jurisdiction_in_ the
_netherlands_indies_london_24_august_1945-en-1d92e550-2b2e-4289-90d7-
949¢840€e7630.html

Last updated: 01/03/2017

MCVC@ 1/5 www.cvce.eu


http://www.cvce.eu/obj/letter_from_ernest_bevin_to_jonkheer_e_michiels_van_verduynen_on_the_principles_governing_civil_administration_and_jurisdiction_in_the_netherlands_indies_london_24_august_1945-en-1d92e550-2b2e-4289-90d7-949c840e7630.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/letter_from_ernest_bevin_to_jonkheer_e_michiels_van_verduynen_on_the_principles_governing_civil_administration_and_jurisdiction_in_the_netherlands_indies_london_24_august_1945-en-1d92e550-2b2e-4289-90d7-949c840e7630.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/letter_from_ernest_bevin_to_jonkheer_e_michiels_van_verduynen_on_the_principles_governing_civil_administration_and_jurisdiction_in_the_netherlands_indies_london_24_august_1945-en-1d92e550-2b2e-4289-90d7-949c840e7630.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/letter_from_ernest_bevin_to_jonkheer_e_michiels_van_verduynen_on_the_principles_governing_civil_administration_and_jurisdiction_in_the_netherlands_indies_london_24_august_1945-en-1d92e550-2b2e-4289-90d7-949c840e7630.html

FOREIGN OFFICE, S5.W. 1.
2L4th August, 1945.

Your Excellency,

The diascussions which have taken place betwesn the
Netherlande and J3ritish representatives concerning the
principles which will govern guestions of civil
administration and Jurisdictlon of Netherlands Indies
territory liberated by Allied forces under the Susreme
Allied Comnander, South East Asia Command, have led to
agreement on the terme of the memorandum annexedé hereto.

2. The principles set out in this memorendun ere
designed to provide a practical solution of immedlate
problzne and to facilitate as far as posslble the task
of the Supreme Allied Commander anc the Nether lands
Government in achleving their common purpose. 1t is
understood that these arrengements, which have a

purely temporary character, in no way affect Netherlands

sovereignty.

s His Majéesty's Government in the Unitec Kingdoan of
Great Britein and Northern Ireland have considered and
approved this memorandum. 1 shall be grateful if

Your Excellency will inform me whether the Netheilands
Government likewise approve it and whether they agree
thet the present note and Your Excellency's reply
thereto shall be regarded as constituting en agreement
between the United Kingdom Government and the Netheirlande
Governnent in this metter.

1 have the honour to be
with the highest consideration,
Your Excellency's obedient servant

{signed) Zrnest Bevin.

Hie Excellency
Jonkheer E.Michiels van Verduynen
etc, ete. et
FetherlanGe Zinbaescsy,
21 Portmen Squsre, W. 1,
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Principles Ooverning Arrangemants for Cilvil I
Adminietration and Juriesdiction in Negherlanda Indieca
Territory in the South Zaat Asia Comnand.

1. Ia arees affected by militery aperstions it is

necess8ry to contemplate m first or military phese during
zhich the dSupreme Allied Commander will, to the extent
neceseltated oy the milltary situation, de tacto po8eesa

full authority to toke all neceesary messures. Puring thie
f4irst chase in order 1o assiet the Supreme Allled Comnander
in the exerciee of his authoiity, the Nethcrlends Governnent
yill attach to hie forcee sufficlent Netherlands Indies

givil Affalirs Officers to conduet the administration of -
liberated Netherlenc: Indiea territory under the general
control of the Military Commender af the Allied Farces

in the territory im guestion. The Netherlande Indienm

Civil affelra Offlcers w1ll, whenever poeslble, Le enployed
in all mattere concerning the administration of the civiliun
coguletlon Including the control of puch projecte for the
explolivation of the resources of libereted Netherlands Indies
territory as milltary necessity may require during the first
phasae. it is understood that the Netherlands Indies Civil
Affelrs Officers will be fully competent to iake all
necegsarl'y measures, The recuisition of civilian labour,
billets and suprlies, the use of lands, buildinge, trensgportatim
ana other services ae the Bupreme Allied Commender mesy deem
neceggary for the millitery neede of his command, will be
effected where possilble through Netherlands Indles suthoritise
an¢ in eccordence with Netherlends Indies law.

2. 1t is egreeZ thet the Netherlend: Indles Government will
recune 86 rapldly es practicsble full responeibility for the
civil! edminigtrazion of liberated Netherlande Indi=e territory.
The Supreme Allied Commander will, as scon and as fully as

the military situation 1ln hie juagment permits, notify the
Licutenant-Goavernor-General > the extent to which
regponsiblility ror the clvll sdmniniletretlion should be reesuned.

3. The Netherlands Indles Covernnent sand the Netherlends
indles adminiatretlve snd Jjudiciel services will be re-
cstablished aa pidly as possible. Appointineate 1n the
“ctherlande lni adminletrative and judiclel services will
e made by © gtent Hetlierlande or Netherlends Incice
anthorities rdence with Netherlande Indies law.

hereln responsibiliiy for the clvil
resumed 1n accordeance with paragragh
B Government will render all poseible
me Allled Commander in his military

taaka, i refcrence to the use of porte,

lines o nd eirfields and other facilities of

militar 111 in accordance with Hetherlands
egard to the needs of the civilian

1

Indiee
- to the Supreme Allled Comnander
up;lies, the uee of lends, builldings,

/5. ilembers
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ES Menbers of the Netherlands and Netherlande Indies
armed Torecesa serving in Netherlands and Netherlends
Indiee unita with the Allled forces in Netherlands
Indiea territory shall come under the exclusive
juripdiction of Netherlande or Netherlande Indies courts
and authorities. Netherlends subjects who, at the time
of entering the Netherlands lndies, are serving as member
af the Allied forces under conditions which render them
subject to the navel, militery or ailr force law of anot!
Allied Government, willl not be regerded as members of t
Netherlande or Metherlande Indies armed forces for this
purpose.

6. In the exercise of juriediction over civilians, the
Netherlande Indies euthorities will make the neceseary
arrengements for ensuring the speedy triel in the viginit
by Netherlands Indles courts of such civilianse as are all
t> have committed offences agesinst the perscons, property
gecurity or the Allled forces, without 'rejudice however
the power of the Supreme Allied Commander, If militery
neceacity in his judgment eo reguires, to bring to triel
before s militery court any such civilian.

7. Without prejudice to the provielons of paragreph 12,
the gervice courts end esuthorities of the Allieg whoee

forces are cooperating with the Netherlends or Netherlanda
Inéies forcee in the liberation o Netherlsnds Indiles

erritory will have exclusive juripdlection over all |

re of thelir respectlve forces and over all pereons

erlande netjonality not belonging t: such

are enployed by or who asccompany those forcee

et to their naval, military o1- air force law.
Jurisdietion over such nerchaent seamnen

ands nationality) es are not subject 10

aw wili reguire speclal consideration and

Jject of & separate agreement.

are subject to the exclusive

lande or Netherlands Indiee courta
ianed in paragrash 5, may, in the
Hetherlende Indies suthaoritiea,
itary police and detained by
nded over to appropriate

# Indle: muthoritics.

© the exelusive jurisdiction of

/the Alliad
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the Alliled Bervice courts and authorities, ae mentioned 1in

paragraph 7, may, however, be arrested by the Netherlands
Indies police ror offencee ageinst Netherlends Indies law
and deteined until they cen be handed over to the
gppropriate Allied Service authority. A certificate
signed by an Allied Service offiecer of field rank or ite
equivalent, that the person to whom it refers belongs to o
of the classes to whom paregreph 7 appliea, will be
conclusive. - The procedure for handing over such a pareon
ie & matter for loecal arrangement.

9. The Supreme Allied Gommander and the Netherlands Indi
euthorlties will teke the necessary stepe to provide
machinery for such mutual as:ietance es mey be required in
making investlgations collecting evidence and securing the
sttendance of witnesses in relation to casea trisble under
their respective jurlasdictions.

10. Members of the Allied foreces referred to in paregraph
and organiesgations and persons employed by or sccompanying
those forces and sll property belonglng to them or to thelr
Gavernments, shall be exempt from all Netherlande Indles
taxation (1ncluding customs) excebt as may be eubseguently
agreed between the Netherlsnds Government and the Allied
Governmenta concerned. The suthorities of such foreces will
teke the necepsary steps to ensure thet such property 1e not
s0ld to the public in the Netherlends Indies except in
agreement with the Netherlands Indles authorities.

11. The immunity from Netherlands Indies juriediction and
taxation resulting from paragraphs 7 and 10 will extend to
aueh selected ecivilian officisle and employees of the Allled
Governmenta present in the Netherlends Indies on duty as ney
from time to time oce notified by the Supreme Allled
Commender to the Lieutenent-Governor-General.

recumstances in future be sueh ag o require
e made for the exercise of jurlsdictlon in
ver non-Netherlands members of the Allied
in the Netherlandse Indiea, the Allled

ed and the Netherlands Government will
o the measures to be adonted.

1eing e & result of the liberation
erritory by Allled forces (in
lating to finance and CUTTENCY, end
or compensation for damage or
erlands subjects) which are not
ment of principles ere subject to
66 necessary.
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