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Telegram from Archibald Edward Nye to the Commonwealth Relations
Office on the Asian Conference in New Delhi (New Delhi, 31 January 1949)
 

Caption: In a telegram to the Commonwealth Relations Office on 31 January 1949, Archibald Edward Nye,
High Commissioner for the United Kingdom in India, outlines the conclusions of the Asian Conference on
Indonesia, which took place from 20 to 23 January in New Delhi. He considers the conference to be one of the
most important events in the post-war period and believes that it demonstrates the emergence of Asian unity.
In view of Asia’s new position in the world, Archibald Edward Nye advises the colonial powers to review their
policies.
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Inward Telegram to G>mmonwealth Relations Office / ¿c « « . * .

A L L O TTTO  mO -TPT? i M S ,
—   — ~— ~ ■  M S g g g g i D H P A im iS H T D . I I .  7

g YP H B R  (T Y P S X )  / w C ^ f

FRO M : O .K .  H IG H  C O M M IS S IO N E R I K  IN D IA  ¡Tj

D . NEW  D E L H I,  1 7 . 4 0  h o u r s ,  3 1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  192*9
R * 1 4 « 0 0  h o u r s ,  3 1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  19^9 *•-* /***{_ +4*>~r

, *

IM P O R TA N T

N Q Q C 197.  S E C R E T,

7 - ^  Y o u r  t e l e g r a m  3 2 7 *

I  am s e n d in g  b y  b a g  a  d e s p a tc h  s u m m a r is in g  th e  p r e c e e d in g s  

o f  t h e  A s ia n  C o n fe r e n c e  o n  I n d o n e s ia  a n d  t h e  e v e n t s  l e a d in g  

u p  t o  i t *  C o p ie s  w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  a l l  H . M . M is s io n s  c o n c e r n e d «

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  c o n c l u s io n s

( I )  t h e  C o n fe r e n c e  i s  u n d o u b te d ly  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  

e v e n t s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p o s t - w a r  y e a r s *  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  

t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  p o w e r  t o  I n d i a  a n d  P a k i s t a n ,  i t  c e r t a i n l y  

r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  A s i a  i n  t h i s  

p e r i o d *  I t  h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a n  i n c i p i e n t  A s ia n  u n i t y  a n d  a  

j o i n t  A s i a n  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w h ic h  a l l  m u s t r e c o g n i s e  a s  a  

p o t e n t  n e w  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  w o r l d  s i t u a t i o n .

( I I )  T h e s e  e v e n t s  p r e s e n t  b o t h  a  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y .

T h e  c h a l l e n g e  l i e s  i n  t h e  d a n g e r s  w h ic h  t h e  f u t u r e  a c t i o n s  o f  

a n y  A s i a n  r e g i o n a l  g r o u p  m a y  h a v e  o n  t h e  W e s te r n  C o l o n i a l  p o w e r s #  

W h e th e r  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  D e l h i  C o n f e r e n c e  f e e l  

t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  w o n  o r  l o s t  o v e r  I n d o n e s i a ,  i t - i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  

t h e y  m a y  n e x t  d e c i d e  t o  t a c k l e  i n  a - s i m i l a r  w a y  th e  p r o b le m  o f  

I n d o - C h in a  o r  p e r h a p s  t h e  F r e n c h  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  I n d i a  o r  M a la y a ,  

o r  H o n g  K o n g  o r  e v e n  M a u r i t iu s *  I t  b e h o v e s  t h e r e f o r e ^  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t 

o f  P r a n c e  a n d  t h e  U .K .  t o  b e  r e a d y  b e t im e s  e i t h e r  t o  f o r e s t a l l  o r  

d e a l  w i t h  a n y  s u c h  p o s s i b l e  c h a l l e n g e  i n  a  m a n n e r  w h ic h  w i l l  l e a d

/ t o
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t o  a  p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  a n d  a v o i d  a n y  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  

d i s a s t r o u s  r i f t  ‘b e tw e e n  t h e  W e s t  a n d  E a s t *  T h e  m a in  o p p o r t u n i t y  

f o l l o w i n g  f r o m  t h i s  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  

m o d e r a t e  s t a t e s m a n s h ip  p r e v a i l s  a n d  t h e  Y / e s te r n  p o w e r s  i n c l u d i n g  

A m e r ic a  s h o w  a p p r e c i a t i v e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  A s i a ' s  n e w  p o s i t i o n *  

t h e  c o u n t r i e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  m a y  c o m e  t o  r e a l i s e  

t h a t  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  C o m m u n is t p r e s s u r e  a l l  o v e r  t h e  

B a s t  a r e  f a r  m o r e  s e r i o u s  th a n  t h e s e  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  c o l o n i a l i s m  

w h ic h  e v e n  w h e r e  i t  p e r s i s t s  i s  l o s i n g  m u c h  o f  i t s  f o r m e r  

c h a r a c t e r  i n  i t s  e v o l u t i o n  t o w a r d s  r e s p o n s i b l e  r u l e #  I t  i s  

s u r p r i s i n g  in d e e d  t h a t  t h e  R u s s ia n s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  n e w s  

a g e n c y  s h o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  a n y t h i n g  t o  p r o m o t e  t h i s  r e a l i s a t i o n  

b y  c r i t i c i s i n g  t h e  D e l h i  C o n f e r e n c e . ( c f .  y o u r  t e l e g r a m  N o . 319  o f  

t h e  2 8 th  J a n u a r y )  a s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  f o r m  a  c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  t h e  

W e s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  b l o c .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  t h e  f u r t h e r  h o p e  t h a t  a n y  

k in d  o f  r e g i o n a l  g r o u p i n g  m i g h t  l e a d  t o  g r e a t e r  e c o n o m ic  

c o - o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  

r a i s i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  o f  t h e  m a s s e s  a n d  t h u s  i n d i r e c t l y  

o f f e r i n g  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  b u t t r e s s  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  co m m u n is m *  

( i l l )  I n  t h e  f u t u r e  i t  i s  m o r e  n e c e s s a r y  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e  f o r  

H . M . G o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  U .K .  W ie n  f o r m u l a t i n g  t h e i r  p o l i c y  o n  

a n y  m a t t e r  a f f e c t i n g  A s i a  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  t o  t a k e  m o s t  

c a r e f u l l y  i n t o  a c c o u n t  e x a c t l y  w h a t  v i e w  t h e  A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s  

h o l d  a b o u t  i t  a n d  h o w  t h e y  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  r e a c t  t o  a n y  d e c i s i o n  

t a k e n  b y  U .K .  I  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  n e w  s i t u a t i o n  t o  

b e  o f  p a r a m o u n t  im p o r t a n c e .

C o p y  t o : -

C . R . O .  ( A )

F o r e i g n  O f f i c e

"  " ( S .  E . A . D e p t .  ) ( 3 )

C o l o n i a l  O f f i c e

M r .  V / a k e ly .

P .  S .  t o  S .  o f  S .

M r .  M . £ . D e n in g  

M r .  A .  N .  G a l s w o r t h y


