Telegram from Archibald Edward Nye to the Commonwealth Relations
Office on the Asian Conference in New Delhi (New Delhi, 31 January 1949)

Caption: In a telegram to the Commonwealth Relations Office on 31 January 1949, Archibald Edward Nye,
High Commissioner for the United Kingdom in India, outlines the conclusions of the Asian Conference on
Indonesia, which took place from 20 to 23 January in New Delhi. He considers the conference to be one of the
most important events in the post-war period and believes that it demonstrates the emergence of Asian unity.
In view of Asia’s new position in the world, Archibald Edward Nye advises the colonial powers to review their
policies.
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(3™ Your telegram 327.

I am sending by bag adespatch summarising the preceedinga
of the Asian Conference on Irdenesis and the events leading
up to it. Copies will be sent to all L. Misslons concerned,
The following are the conclusions

{I) the Conference is undouitedly one of the most important
events in the history of the post-war ycars. Together with
the transfer of power to India and Pakistan, it certasinly
represents the most important development in Agia in this
period. It has demonstrated an incipient Asian unity and & |
\ ' 1 Joint Asian conscicusness which all must recognise as a -

potent new factor in the world situation.

{(II) These evente present both a challenge and an o
2

The challenge lics in the dangers wi the future

y Aeian regional group me

r the countrie
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to a peaceful settlement and avoid any poasibllity of a

disnstroua rift between the West and Eost. The main opportur:it.yj

following fram this new deveclopment is the hope that providcd
modernte statesmanshlp prevails and the Weatern powers including
America show appreclotive understonding of Asia's new position,
the coumtrica represontcd nt the Confercnee may come to realise
that the dangers of inecreasing Communisgt preasure all cover the
East nre far morae serioua than these resulting from calonimliam
which even where 1t persists ias losing much of its former
charncter in its eveoluticn towards responsible rule. It is
surprising indeed that the Russians through their officiel news
ageney should have done anything to promote this renlisstion
by eriticlaing the Dclhl Conference (cf. your telegram No.319 of
the 28th Jonuary) as an attempt to form o counterpart of the
Western Europcan bloes« There is also the further hope thnt any
kind of regional grouping might lead to grenter economic
co-oparation between the ecountirics concerned with o view to
raising the standard of living of the masses and thus indiPsctly
offering the best possible buttress to the spirit of communiasm.
{(I1I) In the future it is more necaessnry than cver bafore for
H. . Government in the LK. 4adl.en formulating their policy on
any mattcer aflceting Asin directly or indircetly to take most

carcfully inte account cxactly what view the Asien countries

held about 1t and hew they are likely to remct to any decision
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