Survey by Jan Willem Meijer Ranneft on Dutch policy in Indonesia (23
February 1948)

Caption: On 23 February 1948, Jan Willem Meijer Ranneft, one of the leaders of the National Committee for
the Maintenance of Unity of the Kingdom (Comité tot Handhaving van de Rijkseenheid), publishes a report in
which he strongly criticises the policy pursued by the Dutch Government in Indonesia.
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’ SURVEY REGARDING INDONESIA
Pl at the beginning of ¥ebruary 1948. /
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The trand of events in INDONESIA ie running against us.

Since the defeat of Japan thousands of people have been killed,
hundreds of thousands have been starved to death, blllions of
guilders worth of goods have been destroyed, and hate has grown
where once good relationship prevailed. Communist influence has
made vest stride, Things have net improved since the Linggadjati-
agreement concluded in December 1946. The Netherlands were pre-
vented from halting this process by the Security-Council putting
sn end to the police action. At present the Renville-agreement
unfortunately allows things to continue as before.

There is & truce - this means the other perty keeps on
ghooting, There is an agreement consisting of a complicated set
of terma to which both parties attribute a different meaning.

As a result acores of difficulties have arisen. In all these
negotiations the Netherlands are at a dissdvantage, because it -
ig Duteh sovereignty and Duteh rights which are constantly being
digputed and reduced. The Republic has been promised the future:
it 1a they that are sllowed to maintain armed forces, while Dyteh
troops are to be withdrawn, There is great danger that this will
deminate the elections and votes in the forthcoming plebiscite.
Mr, Grahem's slozan: "fimm bullet %o ballot" is senseless when the
bullets of the Republie threaten the electors. (In 1938 the Saar
elected Hitler,) Finally the Republic has seized the opportunity
fo gow dissension between the Committee of Three and the Nether—
ands,

The principal thimg is that the Republie with.its strongly
compuniat influence continues proclainming that it will not
desist from its political wishes and that it will maintain its
gmed forces. This means either an anti-Dutch authority or accor-
ding to Emery Reve's metaphor "cancer" in society., Indonesia will
become a second Balkans, or at any rate a second Greece.

The situation now reached may possibly give satisfaction to
Indonesian Tepublican potentates, to Australbans, Russians: to
Agiatic powers that feel their racial prejudices gratified,
to English and Chinese merchants at Singepore and other business
men that wish to make a profit like the Martin Behrman ownmers,
and even to some Dutchmen.

T ituation will be detrimental to the interests of the
Indonesia; they will remain deprived of the four
dems which they did en]oy in the past; and slso
of the Netherlands which will see meny rights
ities for Dutch citizens disappear. The Nether-
er a severe blow: satill more dead and still more

ANDS the left-wing government bears the bleme
With regerd to its Indopesian policy 1t is

a minority of the people. Despite the fact |
policy has brought by far the greatest part
hande of the left wing, the continually
ose disapproving of the Indonesian polie
of those supporting it.

J the Netherlands Gallup pool emnquiry
1947 a majority of the people were
of the government.

t, -"left" as in the case of the
and France - deems itsslf com
olicy, because it wishes to m
upcn which it depends, It de
r fear of the communista: t
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.s “ ~Mrats as well as the Roman-Catholics are afraid that the electora
Will slide to the left, and they try not to lose these electora
by carrying on 2 left-wing liguidation policy in the Indics. The
whole of 1t 1S a remsrkable example of how the Russian threat by
its mere exlstcnce manages to paralyse and weaken one of the
healthiest West Europeen countries.

A stronzopposition accuses the Yovernment not only of taking
inefficient measurcs, but also of violating the Constitution and
the Lews. ln that oppositien similar thoughts and feelings are
being expressed as in the right-wing movements in France, England,
Bwitzerland, Finland and othcr West Europezn countrizs. [t is
indeed particularly painful that o left-wing policy wmanages to
maintain itself at exactly the moment that the Marshall-plan
renders it absolutely necessary, that the Netherlands should raise
herself economically and that she should ¢mbrace a more anti—
communist policy.

Tn AMERICA we fcar there is no true understanding of the
reai and decper backgrcund and of the meaning of the catastrophy
afflicting the Netherlnnds and Indonesis. We fear that American
anti-colonial fcclings do not take sufficient account of the
fact that Putch authority formerly brought thc feur Roosevelt
freedoms in a measure, not even half of which the Indonesian
leaders will be able to reach. Neither is it known in America,
that the right-wing opposition in the Netherlsands also wishes to
meet the nationslist desires of the many peoples in Indonesia and
wishes to give them freedom, but that it demands a guarsntee
against mass-bloodshed and abuse of power by evil and incompetent
forecs, bent ypon making Indonesia a seccond Balkans. What we, the
right-wing opposition, ask is some understonding on the side of
the Amnerican %overnmont and of the American representatives in
the Becurity (ouncil of these gimple wishes, wishes that coincide
with the demands of decency, equity, $ound economy and good
international relations.

One word should be added with regard to words as "colonmal"
and "anti-colonial feelings". It may be useful to ponder for a
moment on the significance of these words.

"Colonial", properly spcaking, zppears to have no other mean—
ing than “exercising influnence elsewhere". That influence, how-
ever, is something which has always besn present and whieh will
remain s¢ in 211 times, and which moreover does not need to be a
disadvantage but may prove a necessary condition. In the world
of to-day it is of course nccessary that the word "colonial™
d be avoided, But let us acknowledge as honest men, that
ence” is necessary. For that is somcthing most important.
sent therc arc two opposite powers in this world. For
it will be a matter of "to be or not to be' whether it
ble to exercise its influence in a sufficiently ex
« In other words, America must exercise that i
rish nnd thereby allow Russie to be the o
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H,M. the ‘ucen's broadcast specch on February 3rd has not
altered the foots as stated in the preceding survey nor the
feelings of thc opposition against govcronent policy. The oppos-
ition deems it highly regrettable that, contrary to the Nether-
lands demcarctic traditions, H.M. the Jueen has been induced
to abandon her high and impartial position and to express the
views of thc politiecal ﬁartics of the left winz. The opprsiticn
no less rcegrets that H.il, the Jueen has been induced to present
a picture of the situstion which in no wey responds to reality.
In the third place the oppositicn regrets that contrary tc the
constitution of this country in this way by aspect of the GQueen
some big changes de facto are made in the ccnstitution which
cannot be taken back.

; We maintsin with the utmost vigour that the situanticn in
Indonesia is bad, that the Republiean trocps eontinuc shocting
and that nc word of what has been szid in our preceding survey
c2k be withdrawn.

Dr.J.%.Meijer Ranneft
Scheveningsceheweg 98
The Hague.
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