Telegram from Walter Hankinson to the Commonwealth Relations Office
on the reaction in Ceylon to the Roem—Van Roijen Agreement (20 July

1949)

Caption: Following the Roem—Van Roijen Agreement of 7 May 1949 between the Netherlands and
Indonesia, whose provisions include the return of Republican leaders to Yogyakarta to prepare for the transfer
of sovereignty, the Government in Ceylon relaxes its policy with regard to the Dutch. In a telegram sent on 20
July 1949 to the Commonwealth Relations Office, Walter Hankinson, Acting UK High Commissioner in
Ceylon, announces that the decision has been taken to lift the ban imposed on the entry into Ceylon harbours
or airfields of Dutch ships and aircraft.
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Any telegraphic retransmiision of this secrec £ypher (publex) ‘(
telegram musc be prepared In » one-cime syscem.

Inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office

ALLOTTED T Fak BaST. DEPT, D, II
TH (FUBLEX)

FROM: ACTING U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CEYLON

D, 20th July, 1949 11,25 hours
R, 20th " 1949 08.40 hours

-

PRIORITY
Wow H6L

¥y telcgram Mo, 662 of 218t Docomber, 1948. Coylon Government
havo anncunced doclslon to 1ift, with ¢ffect from today, ban
imposed in December 1948 on tho entry into Ceylon harboura or aip-
Tields of Dutch ships 2nd elreraft rospectively carrying troops,
arms or warlikec matcerial of any kind.

2y Announcement statcs that this hos been done in responso
%0 o requeat mode by the Wetherlands Governmant and on information
racolvod that g satisfoctory agroement haos beonreached betwsen the
Netherlands Govornment nnd the Republican Government of Indcnosia
within the terms of the Batavia agreement of May 7th 19L9,
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