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Telegram from Arthur Creech Jones on the negotiations between the
Netherlands and the Indonesian Republic (9 January 1948)
 

Caption: On 9 January 1948, the British Secretary of State for the Colonies, Arthur Creech Jones, reports on
the negotiations between the Netherlands and the Republic of Indonesia. He particularly mentions the
message sent on 26 December 1957 by the Committee of Good Offices to the two opposing parties, which
proposed a ceasefire taking the ‘Van Mook line’ as a demarcation line.
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~ou, ,1 ttce :>f Goed o tr1ees t::,;,~01:ntea by the .ecu1•! ty 
~9un.::il sent message, on ~6th • eccr.io~r to both !.utcl: ~"lt. 

.Republicane oallln.g rtt<'.n<-1on t? uelr-ye in l>l'OS"l!t.9 an .... 
btaii:ill,g both e ioet . 'i'hi,y u:::,aed tu.r.ed1i,1te action on pol.nu on 
whici1 a:lrecmcn.t in .;ir1ne1'r,1c had elr.~<,.y b een r ccbeu. and 
et:l l ed :t'or a tx".iec. I n o~er to cxr;c<il tc· £\ :.ettlc.•r;h.;nt they 
~d.e cex,tain SU! -ges ti one in twc fl.Mexct- . '.t'he:, :-e::ln~e·i 
parties that o. report to tht: eeur1ty ~ouncil wan due nn~ 
~eke d. for. early r ep!y G:> tlln.t ~Cl)ort coul,. b ~ r:.ade. 

2. It is unc:erstot,d tl'J.?t fil'l?'t annex l!eele 1:11th eeaa., f'iz·e 
t.rrnn~oof.".llts, au g~.-.ts e. de:::Q r 4 ati~n 11.~~ a.~;,roxtrr-... t1ng to 
V~n .. ook line t-1:nc a neutral ,t:,ne "?Jhich •::-ul~ be c~ntT·ollea. by 
l':U.tc :!l and rte-p•l"oli~rui po'iic nn- ir,,4-·ttgt.tl!!C by i lit nr:, 
,. b.;ewcr.s 11 :- .ac ... ｾ＠ l':l c.~ ｾ＠ u. licar.o C-9..l. tht.t t•1c., ful.v::. 
mi~1:tal'Y i'orecu v: i thl?l the lt~o-, 1.11<. t htlt n,:,-::on-- annu calls 
on e.:..oh r,arty to ,.it fo:M:a1 .. ,. r,r·ollf>s,:ls fez• ~i!)i;>l:, ir.i-; L1ng!PJ4Jat1 
:9x·i~cipleo so tl'\at .. 1th th,. l1elp or ,:.!l".;;! ttc~ aroa of 
t,ie:sgre e:r.t1r.t ea be oorroi.'e .. iiv"i.n. r:--.1toh ,..re rr. ''.lcsted 
.zeanwh1le to Ceb~e t..~e1r setivLt1~s 1~ e~~exi~u wi th crcotine 
nopar& t e st3tes. 

3 . iJni t ed c. J.n<,<.>.O l ~one, l G ... ne1· ..... i. .6.ttt_vi,~, t~.,ug!l t· 1thout 
o.t't'icir.l i ni'ur,mt,.or. t w\deretan;;u; th:at P.~ 1.:bl l ean.a .-iave 
ace cpte .. tnese r,r·oposa 1 s 1 th c.in ,r ar:,en..i ... ents e.n'1- th11 t utch 
have accepted m4'st o~ Lhc:.1. 

4. Dutch ?lave 1asued 1t, ~.~vie ctficic..l c ~muniQue tlatcd 
,Oth t.ec$'.lhor tllWQuncing pr.,ltcy ()f Netnerland!l ,,OTernment 
~wal'C1s Indonei.;iu . tier cketcn1na 1'ecc-nt h1st.oey and blemin 
RepUDlican CJove1~ent !:or unw1ll1nencs!l or 1nab111 ty to 
.. opeate . ith ethe:rl~nds aut!40l'ities 4u.1ng period ot 
taae!t.1on tollo«1ng s:f.O).in.g ot: Linggad.1at.1 agre_._t., etatO!Nft 
NI'•• to uteh cor.imi t '?ient ｾ＠ 11rotcet asair.st ne; ,bl1ean threat 

U•• which b,a .... organ1aed the.7.selveo within ~l"k 
l:1•11-dJatt 1n t.hace ai-eaa t.htm 1>1°<let" l'l8U bee-.n resto1·ed. 

t.1oa ot uch orgi,:nieattonn i..uat be u\W ted so that 
:,.11ee f'ol'Ce could be formed to 1·~pl.:Loe e\herlaads 

.... polieQ tasit had alw838 been oQllaidered t .... ,.~.,.>ro.17. 
IIN1U4ee b3 o :1,11ng :nothi~ ~;)ulu boe 0~ ,an.t11)1Dg 

t.ban o .. ca tt on of violcoe on tbo PM rt or the 
er tile Re ul>lic aRd guaNWte• of' order and e'8u1V 
•rte lt p astb!e to begin peeoetul recona1ruetia 
ladoaeela as · a federal at.ate. ouaaatee would 

a.a t.7 Cfflber tatea u, orgaai~• ierntori.N. 
atat.ee of I1.~oneala hale \)Mn eela-,.l • e4 

lilhl aftlolD.t Nmaln renponailtlc 1n .1aat "801'1 to• 
U'bert; 01' th-::iG~ 1,1ulei- Ulelr prowo,toll. TIMIIJ 

e4 t trans:fePl"1n8 tMt n&p;>U11a111t., to • 
, •hich can gual'llllt.M that eennt, • 

S:Wd. 

"' 


