Military report on the riots in Calcutta (Calcutta, 24 August 1946)

Caption: In a military report dated 24 August 1946, the headquarters of the Eastern Command outlines the
situation concerning the riots in Calcutta. After the ‘Direct Action Day’ launched on 16 August 1946 by the
Muslim League to call for the partition of India and the creation of the independent Muslim state of Pakistan,
violent clashes erupted between Hindus and Muslims, resulting in thousands of deaths in Calcutta.
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SrCRET & PERSONAL |7 'r
Tmla Dala _‘uc,.r"',ms7a7‘§r(ETEc

Al 18R K. raatarn Comnand
Fa =0 Culeuttn 12 AdPuDe
Dated 24 Aug 46,

Ky dear lripgadier,

I rafer you tc my D.0. No.5706/3/GSI(D) d.tod B Aug
rura 4 regerding thae police nmoroala and oy D.0O. Ho.6706/3/GST(h)
dated 15 Aug regarding the posaibllities of i firat elnpa
eortmnal c¢lash.

P ‘e ara maklng cut a fu’l and detalled report

but 1t tales tire toc eollate the enormous amount of
information which = have collactad. Tha treonal:s atarted
eurly on the merning of the 16th and both aldes were agually
raspengible. The Hindus startad mutting ur barriendes at

Tula Aridge and Jdelgachie Bridpe ond other pl-ees tc prevent
Mnglims processicna coming into the town and ‘uslims goondas
went round foreing HAindus to cleae thelr shops. Aa previously
mentionad in my D.0Qs of tha 15th the alr wias eleetric «nd thia
cauged ¢ro-da to gpather, lathls were produced ard in no tire
Morth Calentts was n scene of mob riot. By 1100 hours thare
wara hrick bat fighta all over lorth Coleutta, buring the
firat few hours the students wore talilng & falirly prominent
part, but by the afternoon thoy had roalised thwmt 1t was very
mich more tiian an ordinary rowdy such na they head been
indulging in for the past 9 montha. The student elerment then
claared ont and went to thelr houses and homea and did little
more than dafend thermselves and thelr families, if attscked.

By late in the afte noon tha sitnatlon ciwnrad and
the pergons invelved on hoth sidea were pwallaha, rickshaw
puliers, teashop wnllahs, pan herrl walleks, cart puliers,
eart men, goondas of tha worst typas. Socon afier midnight
on the 16/17th these ganga fougl % ~ut i mrat desperate
battles, murder and butehery or a worst type vers eaTrled on
in the side lznes and byways of crth Calentta, hound
Vive'ananda T'oad/ Central Ave., crossing, abont GO llindu
HBehari rlc gshaw pullers werc caught in a cul-de=ga¢ und
butcherad. Turther u: Central /ve., round the temnle which
n the middle, a » rty «f scrme 70 Mphamedans were
It was durin. the »eriod »'dnignt 16/17th and 0700
the 17th th-t most «f the easualtles cccurred. 41]
8 in the affected arehs were red with brileks,

1!3 to

Qur patrels were out but duwe tc the t
were joing on 1t wos imnesaible fo
fh&'mas in whieh tha na
. d B
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3, Apart from a few senlor offlcera, the police themselves
werg unwilling to open firo and I don't blame them. If tiey
had done go and micceaded Iin quelling the outbreak, but mind
you they would only have siceesdad 1f they had fired quiekly
and n vary large number of rounds, they wonuld have been blamed
for nnnecepaary firing. During the whcole of these riots
until the army was called out and autherised to shoot, I mot
varions pelice patrols and pointed cut rictars and looters

but there waa always some good excuse &5 to why they shouwla
not fire. The above 1s I'nown tc the Army Commander and I hawve
given him a note which he has sent to the Gevernor. 1t is not
only myself who realises that the police were hesitant, bunt
everyone who witnessed thils riot. Publie confidence in the
police has heen rudely shaen. H.E. the Governor told the
Commissioner of Pelice on the 16th when the riots started,
that he would back him in sny atreng actlon talen, but I thini
this assurance was glven too late for the information to be
really abporbed by the saunbordinate rants. If he could haw
given thls aasurence a fortnicht ago, which «f course was of
the guestion, the Culeutta Police who have been a fine body

of loyal constabulryr would have dene their job very muech more
suceensfully, I don't sey that the whele rlot could have been
gnellad by the Caleutta Peolice without the ald of military
supnort, but I am conflident thet i1f all ronks hed known that
thay would be auroorted to the hilt, nothing 1ike the state
of affaira which occurred would hnwe token plece., There 1s
no doubt that thils situmtlon will be put right in the very
near future and I trust it will be an exampla to other
provineas,

e Threa Rattallona of troops were called out in aid

of @ivil power moved in and arrived Intoc the worst affected
araa ot 15.15 hours on Saturday after-ncon, 17th August. As
goon as the trocps came in an' started to sheoot, the offact
was imrediately apparent, but cther arens still carried on
fighting, rarticularly Chitpore 1in Rorth Calcutta srnd thesa
fiehts lasted ti1ll Sunday night when troops moved into this
AFtEe

Se Ore of the most interesting pcints was that Furopeans
ware not attacked. No briers wore thromn at army lorries
excent in stray cases, or when they took an actl-e npart in
dispersing mobs. In fact, both sides wero only toc pleased
( to offer adviee ss to hew to act and beat up the other side.
o "
~ From the time the riots startsd every 1ittle blac
~ing like mad in his hcuse manufacturing apea
s, The Iron rods nse:d in relnfereed ¢ :
Bre all stclen end shappenad at both end
I these crude weapons did has ¢
en, women and children were 8
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The police had hardly fired a round watil the 17th, and
one ecould sea that thay werc uneasy as to the conarquences
of firing and would he only toe pleasee@ to get the army
in to tate the Tespongibility.

a. As I said in my previous DO's tiere is bound to be

a shew down. and we've had {t. I thin' thut both sidea are
tarribly frightened and I feel that this will clear the
atmoaphere for gsome time to coma., Politicians wil) rerallsa

thet violent speaches are 1l‘able to cause what they/Mprear /lway
to he elamenring for "a bloci-bath™, bunt when a blecd bath

comrg It Is not so pleasant.

10, It now remains tc be seen as to whetier the Muslims
will start any trouble on tle Id which tukes nlace on the

28th or 20th August, or if they will start any trouble when
Nehrn's Govt 1s proclaimed. Perscnally. I don't thin: they will.
There may be a few minor clnshas but I don't expect anything in
a blg way, though we are ready fcr it.

11. There is hardly a rerson in Calcutta whe ias a good werd
for Suhrawardy. respectable Mualims included, For years ha haa
baen khewn as "rhe king of the pcondas" and my own nrivato
cpinion is, that he fully anticipated what was going to happen,
and allom(!l it to wer itself up, and probably organised the
disturbance with his goonda gangs as this tyre of individual

has to receive compensation e'ery now and again. It s difficunlt
to rstimate the nmumber of casuslties but I should say it is
somewhere in the region of 2 to 3 thousand at least. There ware
corpsaas all over Herth Caleuttn, they wera in the river, canals,
slde lanes, in fact, everymhe'e. The numier of shops looted

and burnt must be scmawhere in the reglon of 2 to 5 thomsand.

I personally think that the ! 1M ings of both aides ware fifty,
fifty, or if unything, more Mialims than Himlus, bui domsge
fina:;cially has been much greater to the Hindus than to the
Muslims,

12, The Assambly meets on the 2nd of September and I ferl
certain that there will ba a non conf'idence vota apalnst
Suhrawardy and his goonda Raji, and it might quite sasily lead
to the fall of the Winistry., I hope it does. The figures
in the Asserbly arem Muslim 114, Congreas B6, Ruromans 23,
Indenendents 10, and I should say that the Congraas, Furopean
and Indepandents will all vote againat the 'linistry which should
make 1t 11+ fuslim to 119 oprositicn, Anart fron this I would
net beé surpriped if sore of the YWuslim Leagwe sven voted
againat Suhrawardy. The "halim Preas hawve fot nothing much to
. ay but the Furopenn and Hindu Press 13 violently anti=-Suyhrawardy
and some of the leaders in the Statesman hove baen Bxcallent.

Fron secret information I have obtained, I bellewve
t the Hindu side of this fTracans wna organised by the Hindu
bhe who risgulded the upecuntry Hindus, such as gwall
pullers. parn berri wallahs, tea shop wallahs
by telling them that thay had to Tight for
or be exterminated. -

h refarener to the police a
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15. ‘En the warious ricts that have teken placs up to data, no
firearms have been uaed, but on thils occasion firearms were ussd
by both sldes 1n several places and one Sikh was caught by Paul
Barnes, D.C. Speclal Braneh Police, uslng a revolver on a Muslim

crowd from a red Cross car.

16, Sinee the disturbanes atarted red eross cars off both sides
appeared to trke the injursd mway and rescue famlliies. Theaa

cars were apreaders of rumours both falee and frue and 1t was

the talks and rumours apread by thesae ears which greatly assiated
in inflaming the already difficult situetion and causing outbreaks
in areas which were up to that time quilet.

Yours sincarely

sd/-

Brig T. W. Boyce, OBE MC, HM,
D of I.,
General Headgquarters,
GHQ APC
NE:f DELHI.
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