
Telegram from the Commander-in-Chief in India concerning the riots in
India (18 August 1942)
 

Caption: On 18 August 1942, the Commander-in-Chief in India, Sir Archibald Wavell, sends a telegram to
the War Office in London in which he reports on the riots in India, which broke out after the famous ‘Quit
India’ appeal launched by Gandhi in July–August 1942. Gandhi encouraged the Indian people to pursue non-
violent civil disobedience against the British authorities. However, not all the demonstrations were peaceful
and the United Kingdom immediately responded by making mass arrests.
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MOST SECRET 

CIPHER TELEGRAM 

Ill 

Fron:- C,in ,O.India . 
0683&1 

Desp .2300 . 18 hl.JE:: 42 • 
Recd . 2305 . 18 Aue 42 • 

To :- The War Office. 
Concentric Colombo 
British i', I'JTtY Staff \vas hi ngt on 
G .H. Q. Austr a lia . · 
9 .G.S .Well i neton N.Z. 
}\I'my Bangalore . 
Army Ranchi. 
Army Murr ee . 
Command Agra . 
Military _J1ttache Chungking . 

MOST IMMEDI!.TE. 

19842/I cipher 18 Aue 42 •• 

Situation r eport 45 . 

Int ernal India. General s itua tion continues to show 

imvrovement •. Sever~l ITI8,in Hindu ovmed newspapers stoppine 

publication.as prot es t e.eainst Govt. res trictions on news 

on interna l sttLmtion . Now reported_2..t outset of distur­

bMces t wo Europeans were pulled · from train o.nd killed 

r.nd i n another case 12 (rpt 12) R.A.F. personnel mobbed 

in rn .. ilway GOmp&tment md c1.t t t.:,cked with spec,rs and 

stones. No further report of serious e.ttacks on British 

personnel. 

Madras. Police gLmrd being provi ded for passenp,er 

trE',ins. s erious riotiDP, near Trichinopoly troops called 

out. 

Bombey. All quiet in city 2,nd mills working also 

Generv..l Motors. Si tuD.tion in .Allah2.bad improvine . 

BihD.r. Pc'.'..tna city considered much improved. 

Corrununication by teloerl'..ph sti 11 imposs ible in places 

due to destruction of instruments as well D.S cut wires. 

alephone routes cut ex ( ?Patne,) to Geyr: •• Mc1.in rand 
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c.nd railw[\,ys ex PD.tna sti 11 cut ·rnd S[l.boteurs moving . 

further into Mofussi 1 o..way from troops. Efforts boi"r1& 

mo..d0 restore rnilwny frcm coal region l'..s stocks in 

ind ustri2.l towns of United Provinces 2.nd .elsewhere not 

(rcpc6,t· not) plentif ul. 

Beng2.l. Student hoolig8.nisrn continues in Cc,lcuttn. 

where tel egr0,phic communication ex city was broken. 

Mobile pe,trols hl1.ving benefici0,l effect. Minor disturb­

rnce: Dc,cce but troops in control. 

Centr2.l Provinces. Nagpore quiet •. Students 

leaving for outlying DJ'ea. 

Wfil' Office pass S. of S. India. Office. 

T.0.0.1330/18. 

C.6. (Telee rarns) To:--M.0.12 (for action) 

Copies to:- S. of S. D.D.M.I.(I). 
C.I.G.S. M.I.2 (2 copie~, 2ne 
v.c.I.G.S. for u.s.M.J •• l a. c. 
D.M.O. Cabinet Vier Room. 
D .P. ( 2) • Col.J2,cob. . . 
D.D.M.0.(0). Duty Cc,pta1n Ad~111ralty. 
M.0.1.2.(5).6.8.(2)12.Hec.d of Wo.r_RGf51Stry, 
D .D. I.P. {1dn11rc.l ty. 
D.M.I. · Dut;1 Off1c~r _Uppe:r 

· J,dm1r2.lty wv,r Room. 
h Mc s Air Ministry 
n, • • • (6) 

s. of s. Foreign Office 
Burma Office (WD,r 

St0,ff) ( 5) •. 
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