Draft statement from Lord Pethick-Lawrence on British policy in India (20
February 1947)

Caption: On 20 February 1947, the Secretary of State for India, Lord Pethick-Lawrence, prepares the
statement that Prime Minister Clement Attlee will make on British policy in India. This statement will
communicate the decision by the British government to leave India by June 1948 at the latest, even if an
agreement cannot be found between the new leaders. The government sees this as the culmination of the
process of ‘self-government’ that has long been applied by the British in India.
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“1. IL heg long been the solicy o1 successive British
Governmients to_werk bowai the realisation oi self-

gove:ment in India. In urspance of this poiicy an
increasine measure of responsibility has been devolved on
Indianz and to.sy the civil sdninistratioa and the Indian
Armed Forces rely to a verr large extent on Indian civi-
lians and officers. Tn ths constituticnal field the Acts
of 1919 and 1 35 passed by the British Parliasent eamh
renresented o sulstantial transfor oo political power. TIn
1920 the Coalition Governmient recognised the arincipie
that Indians should thenselves frase a new constitubion
for a fully sutoncacus Incis, and io the ofier of 1942
they invited thea to sel un a Constituent Asseibly for
this nurpose o5 soon .5 the war was oOver.

2. His iajesty's Governuent belisve this policy to have
peen right and 1n accordance with sound deiecratic

principles. Since they caie into ofrice, they have done
their utacst to carry it rforward to its Iulfilment. Tha
Gaeclaration of the Prise .linister of 15th ilapeh last which
met with general a:provel 1n Parliamnent and the coun ,
@ade it clear that 1t wes 1or the lacisa people theiselves
Lo choose Lheir ruture atatus and constitution and thab in
the opinicn of iz ‘ajesty's Governient th i3
for responsibility sor the govermment of I
Indian hands.
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find that there ars still differences among Indian
Parties which are preventing the Constituent Asseibly
froe functioning as it wos intenced that it should. It
is of the essence of the plan that the Assembly should be
Tully represeatative.

7. His r'ajesty's Covermient desire to hand over thelr
respongibility to autiorities establishea by a cohstitu-
tion approved by all parties in India in accordaice with
the Cebinet ~ission's plen, but unfortunately tiere is
al present no cleasr oprospeet that suchn a constitution and
%]J_ energe, The present state or

uncertointy is fraugint with danger aad cannot be indefin-
iteli prolony:ac. His .ajesty’s Govermment wish to make

it 1s their defjnite iatention, togeffact. the
01 pover into pesponsible Indian

by a

8, This great sub-cootinant now containing over 400
million 7eople has for the last century enjoyed peace and
security as a part of the Tritish Coiitonvealthn and Fmpire.
Continued peace and security are wore thah ever necessary
today if the full possibilitles of econoiic development
are to be realissd.and a higher standard of life attained
by the Indian people.

9, His "ajesty's Government are anx ous to hand over
tieir responsibilities to a Covermment viich, resting on
the sure Touncation of the support o: tue pecple, is capable
of maintaining @ cace anc adainistering Incgia with justice
ana efficiency. It is tuerefore essential tnat ail

Parties should sink their differences in order that they

nay be ready to shoulder the creat ressonsibilities which
i1l goiie upon the.s aext year.

10. After wonths of hard work b
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1nevitably, as the nrocess of transier proceeds, it will
become progressivel . .ore diificult Lo carry oub to the
letkor 211 the arovisions o the Governiunt ol India Aet
1985.  Legislation will L nbroduced in due coursa to
give effeet te the finnl transfer of power.

12. In rogard to Lhe Incinn Stakcs, As was explicitly

steted by the Cabinst ‘ission, Vs siajesty's Gov.rament

Jo not iantsad to hond ov thei 0 aig obligations
under F-P'-Ou‘tci Lo any sromcat of pritish Indie. ' It
ig not intcnded Lo biin wuntey, a5 a syskaa, o a
conclusion earlicr thon th te of the final Lransicr of
power, but it is coanbe.pla that Zop the intervening
period the relations of the Crowa with individual Stabes

aay e adjusted by agrecusnt.

15, His Majesty's Goveraiint will negobiate agreements
in yegard to matbters arisin, out of the traunsicr of power
witk Bhe represeatatives o1 thosc Lo whoa they propose to.
transler power.

14.  His Hajesty's Govoeraasnt beliswe bthat dritish
gomuercicl and incustrisl int res.s in India can look
forvars Lo o fair iislo Tor their enterprise unoer the
acw conditions. The conaercisl connection between India
and the United Fingdoa hes beon leng and iriencly, and will
continue to Lo to Cheir swtual advantage.
15. liis idajezty's Governacnt cannob coanclude b
stateacnt without cxpressing on behali a. the pe
this countpy their goodwill and good wishos towa
people oi Tndia as they go I
in their achicveasat of Self
wish ol ¢veryon: in thsse
constitution=l chaagy

ian peoples shi

wish to conti
har the well-



