Telegram from the British Foreign Office on the policy pursued in India
(London, 19 February 1947)

Caption: On 19 February 1947, the day before the announcement by British Prime Minister Clement Attlee
that independence would be granted to India, the Foreign Office issues a secret telegram outlining the policy
pursued by the United Kingdom in India. It particularly explains the process of ‘self-government’ that has
long been applied by the British in India. The Foreign Office notes the problems associated with the creation
of an interim government but emphasises the government’s firm intention to leave India by June 1948 at the
latest.
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