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Telegram from Sir Terence Allen Shone on the communal disturbances
(New Delhi, 15 September 1947)
 

Caption: On 15 September 1947, Sir Terence Allen Shone, High Commissioner of the United Kingdom to
India, sends a telegram to the Commonwealth Relations Office in which he reports on the situation in India
and Pakistan after the partition of the British Indian Empire. He particularly refers to the communal
disturbances between Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs as well as the problem of refugees and population
movements.
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 
0946 

From High Commissioner for 
the United Kingdom 

To COMllON raALT11 hELAT):Cl S 

OFFICE 

Cypher 

Repeated to Signed by 

Name in type A.C.B. SY! ON 

Ti.me 15th September 1.30 P• . • 

Sent 151750 

No. 762 Priority I • DIATE SECRET 

o. 749 DATED 13TH SEPT DER . 

(.;0 

1. Pt JAB POLLO I O IS I I FO ATIO!l RECE VED 

I>URI O LAST O DAYS REGARDI 1G SITUATION . 

A} TI ll AS ' I R A /6 OF 

ST PUNJ n UT OV TO R 

SAT! 

B) Il 1UJ.Jwu,oa DISTRICT SITUATIO f AS REPORTED TO 

J !ID OR TLY A D I ROHTAK DISTRICT 

H VY KILLI 

TR T lIS 

R PORTED AT 01 E PLACll ( PLEASE 

,F'ID ~TIAL) • 

C) 0 OP 25., OOO P OPL • ｾ＠ 'l OKED II, 0 ABOUT 

"0 ILLS 

D) DIST I 

K) SIKHS 

BSCOllT 

11A 

D HI t; WAS B TEI OFF BY 

ITIOr CO TI UE I JULLUUDUR, 

FUO ra COLUKN R 

A~C?JT 90 CA LALTI s. ARIIED 

60 CAS ALTIES 0B 

T A CF CO ITI S CONCEJUIED 

OP C StALTIES ｾ＠

., amm •-

FID liL) • 

'l'RAI BB'l'WBF. 

liPURTHALA AD PLICTED 70 

a 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 

From High Commissioner for 
the United Kingdom 

To Cypher 

Code 

Clear 

Repeated to Signed by 

Name in type 

Time 

Sent 

No. Priority 

CASUALTIES AS CD?Ll"IDEllTlAL). 

0) A..'IMS AMD AMMIDllTior: HAVE .,~,'.N RECOVERED V ~l!ADIAN 

rn ThE GURDAHSPUR DISTRICT .,IILRE 4,000 ,lUSLU\S HAD 

MOVED Ill. 

H) 50,000 MlJSLIMS f..AVE IiEEH l:!:VACUATI:D JtROJ& FARIDKOT 

TO 'l'fil. WES'I' !UN,JAB . 

I) S01'!E REFUGEE CONVOYS iffiRE BHN O ATTAClY.:ID BY 

SIKHS IN VICIUITY OF FATWTGA~H. (PLEASE TREAT NA?!E 

OF COW.UNI'.._ Y AS C OHF'I D'3:i'TB.L) • 

2. SIHLA. SIX P!WPU: RfYO!tr.:..I> TO HAVE :SEE'N KILLED 

rn DOAID f:},PLOSI01f 13TH ANJ l F :.v SIIOPS ON tlALL WERE 

LOOTED 12TH. ON 14'['H c:u1w1n1 WAS RE-IMPOSED AFTER F1JRTrER 

STABl3I"lO CASE. l'TO FfJRT!l;,,R I W.IDE?fT WAS REPORTED UP 

TO 7 P .ll. AND SITUATIOU llOVf STATED TO ;m WELL UNDER 

CONTROL. 200 MEMBERS OF MINORITY com.ruNITY UMDER 

MILI'!'ARY ESCORT WERE EVACD'A'J'P.T> BY TRAIN. 

3. DELHI. ITEW D"1,RI HAS BEE11 QUIET DURING LAST TWO 

DAYS "JU'l' TL!ER'•; IlAVt f\fil'N A FEW IMCIDENTS 1 STRAY 

ASSAULTS, LOOTING A1'1D STAllBP!G IN OLD DEL.ttI. FIRING 

HAS T~!; PLACE Ol! TWO c:, 'SECUTIVE DAYS DETWE •,N 

POLICE Arn RIOT.GRS rn AREA (DARYAGlJNJ') HALF WAY 

BETWEEN NEVi AND OLD DELHI. ON lfTH FIRitJG LASTED 

ABOUT 'l'l!REE HOURS. 10 PEOPLE ARE RE .P ORTED TO HAVE 

'O ;c:h.~ KILLF') .i>·D 1!r I:v'.i':JAL HUP3ER WOut!DED. ABOUT 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 

From High Commissioner for 
the United Kingdom 

To 
Cypher 

Code 

Clear 

Repeated to Signed by 

Name in type 

Time 

Sent 

No. Priority __ 

5 _.OOO PEOPLE WERE AFTERWARDS EVACUATED FR< - AREA 

TC PURAHA t..UILA R~FUOEE CAltP. DEPUTY PRIME UINISTER 

AHD 1WSLI?.: h'DUCATION MIHIST ·.R VISIT~D ':"HIS AREA. 

4 . CASUALTIES. nmmu AT PRESS COLFERElTCE ON 12TH 

SAID '1'1IAT OFli'ICIAL AUD NOJT- OFFICIAL S 'URGES ESTI MATED 

lnTPHER Oli' DEA'.c'HS rn Dl.LHI DISTllRT3ArJCES ROIIGHLY AT 

1.000. OFFICIAL VERIFIED FIGURES OF CASUALTIES IN 

DISTUIIDA:NCES IJT ·rasT AND EAST PUNJAT3 ERE 15.000 

KILLED DUT l1t F.3LT THESE F'Ir.URTiS WJ!RE VERY LOW AND 

l1IGHT EASILY BE DOUBLED OR '.i'RIIBLED . 

5. REFUGTIJl:S. 

A) OFFICIAL FIGURES on VIEW nr GOVE NMEHT HOUSE 

MAP ROOM SHOW 'l'!:AT DET'iTE ll 17TH AUGUST .AHD 7TH 

SEPTEi.1 ER 323.000 1·usLrn RGFUG~ms A: :D 838.000 ?'OU­

MUSLIMS HAD CROSSED OVER PRnTCil'AL FRONTIER POSTS 

BETWEE:l ·p, KISTAN J\t'D DWIA. NEHRU AT PRESS CON -

FERENC£ SAill '.i.'ll '...' l Y S ;F'l'l:HDJ.m 12TH ONE A,'D A 

QUAH.1.f:R MILLION PERSONS HAVE CO 1E FROJt WEST PUNJAB 

TO J..AS'i:' PIDTJAD AUD SDULAR 1/UH ER FROM EAS'I' TO WES'l'. 

PROl:lADLY I1ALF A ,.LT,IOl~ A.RF. 0 l UOVE NOW ON EITHER . 
SIDE A D PRODA:-:LY AMOTHER EALF A MILLIO,T ARE AWAITING 

TO BE MOVED . 

Il) DELHI fil.:.FUGEE FIGURES Clil'l'AI!!ED FROM MAP ROOM SHOW 

rT ON SEPTEMBER 13TI! THERE WERE 162,000 NO!l-l<USLIM 

s 
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From High Commissioner for 
the United Kingdom 

To Cypher 

Code 

Clear 

Repeated to Signed by 

Name in type 

Time 

Sent 

No. Priority __ 

RF.FlJOEES OF ,1II<.:H O}TLY 12.000 'ERE rn REF'.JGTm CAMPS, 

Tim Rf::MJLIUDER STA" I 'lG WIT 1f rnrmins OR RELATIVES. 

m1 
SM!E DATE THERE WERE 90,000 MUSLIM R'. 'GEES IN 

ABOtr. SIX CAT 'S A':1D 14.000 MORE ITAD DEm, CLEARED 

PROM DELHI Dli m.o PR ECEDPlG Tt'IO DAYS. NEHRU SAID 

UEARLY QHARTER OP DELHI POPTJLATIOH NO\"/ COlrB!STED 

CP REP:J GF cS. 

6. 1..,{Cl At, GE OF PC•PULATifJr'S. In HIS PRAY' R SPEECH 

OU l3
1
1'H GANDHI S4.ID THA.'I TRJl SFER OF POPULATION 

WOTJLD lfEAII lTOTHi l'G llllT nnll.ATEH UT SERY AtTD \'II SHED 'llIAT 

nmIA AUD PAKISTAlf \'/OULD U?lITEDLY !!AKE UP THEIR MIMDS 

AGAI!!ST TRMiflFi,;Ji OF POPULATION . Itr CONTRAST MEHRU 

s,1rn THAT !fHEY IiAD NO'!' f.J-<'Xll 'IHINKilrG OF EXCHAHGE 

OP POPULATIO.: ,JUT IT lA5 1~ <.RC •:.D UPon TJ!EM AND THEY 

JlAD TO CARRY rJTJ'.l.' T1f};IR DUTY. 

7. SIKHS . I:[J!RU !N PRESr! cm;FERID-ir.E SAID 'l'HAT rTE 

OUN'D I · F:b'PQHTS , I SP r.u1.LY n· l<'ORl~ImJ r PORTS, 

TilT~' JTS MADE THAT BLAtfE, IP NOT ALL A GREAT PAR'l' 

P. IT, LAY 1'1ITH SIKI'S. T,rAT AS llOT FAIR '1.'0 SIKHS. 

lliO HAD TillDOUJl'!'-:DLY I!::D-:-:J4AVED THE!"SELVES AS OTH!!:RS 

AD I ISBEHA VED DUT '£0 CAST ILWE a 3IKHS WAS 

( 01!PLETELY WROliO. 

uommARY GO 'l'ISSIOll AIVARDS. ACCORDHTO 'l'O 

RESS REPOR'l' GAZETTE OF nrnu EXTRAORDINARY 

a 
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From High Commissioner for 
the United Kingdom 

To 
Cypher 

Code 

Clear 

Repeated to Signed by 

Name in type 

Time 

Sent 

No . . Priority 

MOTIFICATION STA'l'ES 'i'11AT GOVERNl!rNT OF It1DIA INT.2ID 

TO S'll: ~K 'l'O lWDIFY TER 'S OP rnmoAL AND PUNJAB AWARDS 

BY SUCH METHODS AS l~AY BE FOUlTD SUITABLE. TH Gl-l 

THEY C OHSIDER A\'IARDS 'J.'U Ji,; UUSATISFACTORY AND UN­

REASO!.A LE IT CI;'RTAIN fAHTS IT WAS OllLY BECAUSE 

TITERB VIAS J\GREID!E:JT I;ETiVIlliN PARTI S TO THE 

A.."IDITRATI ON PROCESDI GS TO AOIDE DY DECISIONS OF 

CC ISSIO'lS THAT TH3 l'IlOPOSE FOR PR2SEUT TO 

ACCEPT l30ill!DARIES DET1m:u iT!D BY THEU. 

9. COPY TO U .K. HIGH GOJ fISSIONER KARACIII l:lY 

AIR !AIL. 

LY 

iOT 

!1l. 

NTRI-

... 


