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Record of a conversation between Lord Ismay and Jawaharlal Nehru (2
October 1947)
 

Caption: On 2 October 1947, in a conversation between Lord Ismay, Chief of Staff to the British Viceroy of
India Lord Mountbatten, and Jawaharlal Nehru, Indian Prime Minister, Nehru particularly focuses on the
consequences of the partition of the British Indian Empire, especially the disturbances in Punjab and
Junagadh.

Copyright: (c) The National Archives of the United Kingdom

Note: This document has undergone optical character recognition (OCR), so that full text search and
copy/paste operations can be carried out. However, the result of the OCR process may vary depending on the
quality of the original document.

URL:
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/record_of_a_conversation_between_lord_ismay_and_jawah
arlal_nehru_2_october_1947-en-b728cb44-e3dd-4dda-b786-fa1a711e50b8.html

Last updated: 01/03/2017

http://www.cvce.eu/obj/record_of_a_conversation_between_lord_ismay_and_jawaharlal_nehru_2_october_1947-en-b728cb44-e3dd-4dda-b786-fa1a711e50b8.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/record_of_a_conversation_between_lord_ismay_and_jawaharlal_nehru_2_october_1947-en-b728cb44-e3dd-4dda-b786-fa1a711e50b8.html


2/5

I 
I 

TO 

IT 

1. a i.stan' s re ,re ent.:' tion t o m.n in t e ur.: and the oth~r o;;anioo 

• ndit Nehru was inclin to think t1'~.t since the t ary } d 

partially l ::i. a d , it might be as woll if' Kr. Attlee publi hed 

the • hol..., series of' tele:gr,'lClc. • I f Mr. A ttlee ngreea to this, he might 

thi it l'ight to ma ..e the suggc ~tic.n to the Govcrnment3 of Inuia nd 

Ea i:.t-. n, .ith co2iea to the cth . r o~:ini ns, and pro. o:.e the t· 18 i'or 

si::lultancous relea~e. 

Ob" rvera 

Kr. ehru said that J.lr . L:iA :uat Ali Yihan hll sugee~te th t the 

Govern:nent: of In ·a and Paki stun t huuld a.k u •• v. or the oth.r D d.nions 

t o aend observers t o .atch events in the at nd o~t ·njab. Ue hi.a elf 

(i:r. \ehru) h,.:l.d not oet'init ly rej~cte thi pro ,o<Jol , but thOUBht th re 

a little or no advantage in it. It oula. take a long title for u •• o. 

to collect l'epre entn tives, an hen they arrived, th-re oul be ll 

sorts ot' clifficul tbs, uch as ignorn.nce of th-.. langun;:e nnd of the country: 

and, t the en of it nu, of bat preoi e uze would they be? It w:ts truo 

t hat they oo~l visit refugee cemp .. and cclw::n of refugees, but they would 

not be able to cheek up on isol ted inci~nts. Thus, al th UBh there izht 

be an impressic.n t: t they w..:re a ort of impm-t l t:ribuna.l., they c...uld 

not in f et function a , uch. The same ort . of ob.1 otions a •. lied to 

observ~r3 from the ocd.nions. 

A o ., ible lin or approach t t h,!!.d occurred to him (Kr. ebru) 

,.,., to hove Indian ob rver ·, ot.h r tha.n Hindu, Sild1 or Jioslem. It should 

aot be diff'ioul t for each Daminion tc. elect, :;.ay, half a dcnen aon ot 

atanilia&, e.g. ith High Court exp rienoe, and to ~et t .. em to work in pairs • 

.. ba4 pllt this proposal to Kr. iA UAt U Y.han, who had not rej,.;oted 1', 

lat a.A augeatiea. that tbere lllght be a Briti•h oba rnr with ea.oh pair. 

It was t o raaini aent of bat bacl 
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happen3d in the B~undar~Cotr.i sion , 
,hen llin u an~ J.!c.slcm ju .ges h d 

1 agreed nd i r Cyril aaclirre had h.~d to ~i·vc th 
<> e C"l ,tin"' vote. 

In c.nclu ion_ Jlr , F.ehL'U 
-e a ver, int r ting point , Ho t-nid 

' trot , in ,.ioint of f et, he and l!r , ia m.t Ali ban sel ou had any 

diffieul ty in 1·eoeh ing a=ee.:.aent as to h t ... Uld b , 
~- ·i<:. e ~one to -et nny 

articulor pro l em th.:.t a.rose: but their f.'ieult la in C ttin-3 t':1oir 

l
deoi~icn~ i:apl ~nted , 

eonoluaicna th t ·~ht 

This difficult wc.;.ild ole:l.I'l.y a,-ply to any 

e re cl.cd by ob -rv-r f'l' u:: or el eh re , 

:;. 

llr . ?ehru ga e ce a l~ng an mo:.t ir.t.1·~ ting CXJ..O :tic,r. of hie 

vies abc;.~t the pre ent troU:)les. Tot 
ld, the itsue~ scccc to be 

exclusi,ely CO!Xlunal, but in point ff et thoxe s a def'ir. ite i olitic:.J. 

objective behind thee, He ent on t~ ex_ilnin tll' t the Cc;.n_:re s mo"cment 

,as not unli e the L.1.bour 10 c nt in L.Dgl n , i . , the;,. , re c;,ulto 

repart:d to nor,-co-opere.te oi· to go on 1.1trl e, but th J ,e ·e totally 

O_?posed to violenc3, The Uo~lem movewent s a direct c.:intr • .s t , They 

believ."ld in dir et notion and v ioleac , nnd -:;he Uoslem n t1cna.l gucrd 

s in eff'<. ct a 1'· ci t militia. N t hcr ,._e oort: in Hin u 

organiso.tion· hich did not agree with the Congrc a policy, e . g . the Hi 

l!asabha, the . , , , . , There ... re lso the i :h • 

The iOC;u ' sabha h d d clared the 15th 1.18U.::t as a cr-.y of mournin 

The . . . . c :)Osod 1 ·gel of r'l 1011 r mi dle clo.s - not unli 

the Ji.,.zi .moveocnt, Their aim wo.s ar exelu.:; ively 1Iin1..c;.i tate: an they 

were f'ac;ci t in outlo·~k. The bad not, before the pre ent troubleo, 

ever e n.i·ked on violence. 

The i _h.; ns a whole ere (lUi te r=ey to listen to ...,a t~r bra '"liagh 

when he inci t d them to violence, but not c;o when he ried to call them off• 

There Tiere, in pnrticular, t;,.;,o grcu:ps, of tsrorist ; th .. first about 

2,000 to 3,000 trcng wore .ell nn:ned nd ell org ni ei. Both had 

recentlJ got c _ letely out of hnnd n t o onlJ q,c of c:: 11-Dt; t or~ 

was through theirs reli ious a t .ori tie • 

The trc.ublcs hich started on 1;Jth Augu.st h d la.lye into the baada 
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of both the Hindu orga.ni ticn3 izntioned Abo e nd oi' the . 
>l. 3 , nd the1 

h d mao.e bay hile the sun shone . The trcu..les in Delhi, r~· e_ 
vi iple, 

h!:d been stnrted by the :Ji h O.t'gani~ tion joinin.., h;::n 
ith ~c ... . . . ' 

and g_,ttin the police in their r-oc ·ts. find the · tell 
in · igcr.c . sy-te ~een 

effective, the movellent i:u_ ·ht have been ni 
d .i.n tre bu, a3 h d a .u:ti.lar 

movement in the U. P. in early """"t: but a ·t ....,- , s l. wn, thlng b d got 

o _;lctcl.; out of b.:ln • 

?lr. ! Ol'L.'~nt o.i tu t- 1k about val:ious tato , He id not doubt th t 

H. F.. o Pntiala wi h_~d to get ooa lete ,;_Jfr :.i:10
0 

of _i hi. ~n.- T,.._ 
,.., Uo.,lew:. 

tl-ie, o h d been killed it ver large nwbor , H. ,,. ~, ----..::::.... 
ru: i dl:o t ac a 

thoroughly bod man. He h d expelle 11 the :t.o:..-1:_e...., frOl:l hi , t tc w:l h d 

conf'isc t..,d their 1. r,d. anu ma.c.e it into Cl' .n p. o2erty. li . fl . or Lha.·n.t ur, 

the vnly J t .;t~tc, nu H. H. of 11.l ar hlld ei t er rillcu all the •00 

in their S tate or ju t tur-n--cl them aarif't , Both en' t;,em were eo,J gcd in 

cru hing all rganisations ith.i.n thoir Stat:is , Al a:.· s a p a.r ... noinc, 

Mr. ehru sai th.:..t al though J nagadh was l g ll entitLd t? accede to 

Pa i ton, the Gov ra::i-nt of Inll e e not pre_:>r>.rea to acce t th.i.s i:.cce .ion, 

o ing to th~ g gr-a. hical C.1mplic tiun c i.. ed bJ th, f et til t the other 

athu:. :.i.r , teo and Jun3g 11h . .:re in .. xtric; . .,ly i nt-rJ.; .. ce ·, Thu.s th re , re 

J_~sadh i la.n iu In ian t_ui tc.,y and Iooiun i. l. n<.ls in Jun galh t--?Ti tory. 

In addition t'.lu;-e ,.as the c~mpl.i.catic.n of orizrcl and Eab:iri -d, oth o:f whom 

the l awab oi~ Ju g~dh cls.w d to be his .feudatorie~. The Gov r=nt or India, 

aft_.- con ul ting leg 1 opini1:,n, id not ncce.t-- t this cl im, JWlll£:lldh h: d rut 

tl·oo:,s into both the e st.at s , and the other Kathin States h d th-reu on 

de1111 nded the 1,rot-ction to ;"1hich they ere entitled from the Goverl'lllllnt of 

India. 

He {J:r. r ehru) ha Mel a long 1-!ik ith J.fr . .iaquat i Y.haa About 

) 

this. They had both ex,_.,re ced their uetol"Clin tion to settle the matter 

ami ly, ·• Nehru ~d sugge ted tlut _the Junagadh troops should :f'orthwi t.h 

evacuate ioogrol nd Dabarim;ad, an • Lia~uat l1 Khan b.'.:d .aid that i. 

would oonsic.er doing so, Kr. Nehru adc:.ed th: t the Gover=nt ｾ＠ Iniila 
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propose to end tz ops to Por CID!' to 11 wur tho nei.ghb uring tates of 

their snfetJ . It h ari inully been their inte tion to nnoun e the 

de tch of the e troops to PakL n an to the world at l'll'g , t on 

f'ui.1th r c :m b.orati on he (Mr . Nehru) h <lecl. e U t, a n fir t stop, 

he would t.nd a tclegr t J4r . LiAq t Ali n r na.i hi::i of their 

c vcr at::.on nnc a... · i ng him to ex J it dr of Jun ｾ＠ ah troo,. 

fr ngrol nd 


