Letter from Muhammad Ali Jinnah to Sir Richard Stafford Cripps (New
Delhi, 9 February 1946)

Caption: On 9 February 1946, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, leader of the Muslim League, sends a letter to Sir
Richard Stafford Cripps, special envoy of the British government to India, in which he asks the British to
make a clear declaration of their policy in India. Muhammad Ali Jinnah does not see any reason for
establishing a provisional government and rejects any idea of an independent unitary state, instead calling for
the creation of a Muslim state, Pakistan.
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10 AURANGZEB ROAD
NEW DELHI

gth February, 1946.
My dear Stafford Cripps,

I have received your letter dated 19th December, 1945, and I
thank you for it. Yes, I have had free and frank talks with the
members of Parliament, who visited India and I have left no doubt in
thelr minds as to the position of Muslim India and the Muslim League,

I agree with what you said in your statement, which you made immediatelyl
after the breakdown of the Simla Conference, given to the Press on the
18th of July, that the major issue l.e. Fakistan must be immediately
dealt with. The Government should, without any further delay, make a
clear declaration of its policy accepting Pakistan as the only selution
of Indiats constituticnal problem ani I am hopeful that cnece the
principle has been accepted the details can be adjusted.

There is no reason or ground for talking about 'interim arrange-
ment! now that the war is over. Besides, it goes against the fundamental
principle which we have repeatedly declared, that we eannot agree to
any arrangement which postulates sn all-India government vhether inter
or permanent. Qur position was solemnly accepted by the British fiovern-

in Parliament, by its declaration made in August, 1
dly assured by the pronouncements made

nd other resvonsible leaders of
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of the present Constitution viz. the Governor-General's Kxecutive
councll, and there is no need to tinker with i1t under the m"“‘~
phraseoleogy of "political Fxecutive Council”. Fqually, the idea of
a single constitution-meking body is fundamentally opposed to the
basic principles that the Muslim League has declared times out of
number. It will be perfectly futlle to force such a measure upon Muslip
India, as it must result in disaster, not to say that it will be
a breach of the solemn declaration of August, 1940 and the repeated
assurances of His Wajesty's Govermment to that effect, given from time
to time. L

T am enclosing herswith a copy of my statement that I issued
after the pronouncement made by Lord Dethick Lawrence, the Secretary of
State for Indla with rggard toptpe v191t of the members of the

Parllament to Inﬂla top'ther ¥ a copy of the address of the Vieeroy

eaction to it,

s AT

rery kind regards,
.—'(?*:l-"‘— -
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