Note from Philip John Noel-Baker on India’s future relationship with the
Commonwealth (London, 15 December 1948)

Caption: On 15 December 1948, Philip John Noel-Baker, Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations,
informs the British Prime Minister, Clement Attlee, of the outcome of his discussions with the Indian Prime
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, on India’s future relationship with the Commonwealth. The main issue concerns
India’s allegiance to the British Crown.
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pandit lehIu put to us did not in fact fon. an
pdequate basis or one that we could accept., In
particular they wusdoe no ndequate provision for pecop:ition
of the positicn of The iihg.  Both we and the
pominion representatives strongly urged om Paadit
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rorn of association within the Cowoniiealths,

(b) The inclucicn in any leslslation avsut
antionalliy of provision tiat suel. legisiation would
renain in force ""for sucil Lime as [nola mesains a
membel’ U Lie Coruonvealtu.

But as I uave :ade clear above, altuough we aave
put tids polnt to bilm very strongly ie iias been unable
to make any proposal to us about a link of real
mubstAcce betwoen ‘ndia and the Commonvcalth by way
of The Uiny.
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if India is not preparad to accept the ling with the
Crovm and the position of ilis “ajesty che canrnot be
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Cumaonwealth assoeletion. roiitieally, and in

‘Lhe conditions oi tie world today, we thing

a grave nisfortune d4f India wan
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