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Déclaration du gouvernement néerlandais à l'égard de la question
indonésienne (10 février 1946)
 

Légende: Le 25 février 1946, l'ambassade des Pays-Bas à Paris transmet au ministère français des Affaires
étrangères le texte anglais de la déclaration officielle contenant les propositions du gouvernement néerlandais
à l'égard de la question indonésienne. Le texte prévoit notamment la formation d'un Commonwealth
d'Indonésie, qui serait composé de territoires ayant des degrés divers d'autonomie.
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AMBASSADE DES PA YS-BAS 

•o. 177' 

L1Am.buaade bJale dea P&Ja-iu 

présente ae11 c•pliaenta •preaaéa au lliniatlre tlN 

Atf'airea Etrangères et a 1 1 honneur de lui taire ~enir 

I.e texte anglais d'un• déclaration otticielle contnut 

les propositions du Gouvernement dea Pays.Bu à l'&gurd 

49 la question illdonésienne~ dMlaration qui .f'uti •d•• 
le 1 o r,Yrier 19q.6 

Paria, le 25 .f'nrier 194& 
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In their policy regarding Indonesia the Nethorlands 

Government are inspired bj the conviction expreeeed in 

the adllress delivered by Quoen Wilhelmjna on December 

6th, 1942, in the following words: "r know thnt no 

politioal unity nor national cohesion can continue to 

exist which are not supported by voluntary acceptance 

and faith of a great majority of the citizenry." 

The Netherlands Government coneeqiently hevo ta.ken the 

view that the peoples of Indonee ia should be enabled 

freely to decide their political destiny. Therefore the 

Netherlands Governrnent, deeply conscious of their 

responsibilitJ, consider 1t their duty to do everythu1g 

in their power in order to create and to fulfill, as aoon 

as pose:ble, conditions which will per:nit euch free 

decision to be taken and which w111 assure 1ts inter­

national recognition, thereby eomplying with Article 73 

of the United Nations' Charten \Vithout derogating in any 

way from the above mentioned principle, the Netherlar.da 

Government 1.re furthermore convinced that the true 

intereste of the country and of the respective peoplea of 

Indonesia will thereafter also find their best guarantee 

in the voluntary continuation, in worda of Her Majeaty of 

"one realm in which Netherlands Indoneaia, Surinam and 

Curaçao ,rill parttcipate, ,rith complete selfreliance • nd 

freedom of conduct for each part regarding it's internal 

affaira but ,rith readineaa to render mutual aaeietanoe." 

G t therefore intend in consul•tation 
The Nether1anda overnmen 

with authoritative repreaentativea of Indonesia, seleoted 

,/ 
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trom large variety of groupa, to dratt a structure ror 

the Kingdom and for Indclnesia based on Democratic partner-

11.-
ship. This structure will remain in force tortgiven 

period of time, during which it is believed that conditiona 

which will make possible the taking of above mentioned 

free decision, will be fulfilled. After that period the 

partners shall independently decide on the oontinuance of 

their relations on a basis of a tben complete and voluntary 

partnership. Difference of opinion regarding question 

whether that period should be further extended before free 

decision can be taken shall be submitted to a procedure of 

conciliation or if necessary of arbitration. 

With respect to structure mentioned in foregoing parag~aph 

disc 1.1ssions ,,,ill be held in accordance with the following 

main points: 

a) there ahall be a cormnonwealth of Ind4nesia, a partner 

in the Kingdom composed of territories possessing different 

degrees of autonomy. 

b) there shall be established an Indonesian citizenship 

for all born in Indonesia; Netherlands and Indonesian 

citizens ahall be entitled to exercise all civil righte 

in all parts ot the Kingdom. 

c) domestic affaira of Indonesian Commonwealth shall be 

managed independently by the Commonwealth'• own in•titutions 

t . of a Democratio tor the Commonwealth as a whole the crea ion 

repreaentatj:ve body containing therefore • substantial 

Indonesian majority 18 contemplated and furthermore a cabinet 

tormed in political harmony with a representative body a
nd 

a representatiYe ot t.he Crown as Head ot the Government'• 

Executive. 



5/5

~) in order to b bl 
e ena ed to fulfill the obligations, 

inoumbing upon the Kin~dom as a result of ~rticle 73 or 

the United Nations' Charter, the representative or the 

Crown shall possass, under his reoponoibility to the 

Government of the Kingdom, certain special powers for 

guaranteeing fundamental rights. efficient administra­

tion and sound financial management. These powera sball 

be exercised only when these rights and interests are 

aff'ected. 

e) the envisoged constitution, containing the ebove 

mentioned structnre, ahall comrrise e;uarar~tees for funda­

montal righta nuch as freedoM of worRhip, legal equality 

wi th out e.ny cliscri.l!linntior, as to creed or race, protection 

of pcrson and of property, independence of judiciary, 

protoc tion of minority 1'.'ights, freedom of education and 

freodom of' opj_nion and ex:pression. 

f) central institution~ functioni.'1g for cntire Kingdom shall 

be composed of repr•esentativel!I of the constituent parts or 

the Kin1~do:a. The entablishrnent of a Connnor.wealth Cabinet 

composed of Ministcrs from constituent parts or the Kingdom 

is contemplated as Connnonweal th legislation requiring 

the agreement of the Parli&l.llents of tho rospeetive consti­

tuent parts of the Kingdom. 

g) Aftcr entry into force of the above mentioned consti­

tution, the Netllerlends Government sho.11 pro:note the 

early admission or the Commonwealth of Indonesia u • 

member of thP United Uations' Organisation. 

/ 
I 


