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Telegram from the British Embassy in Rome on Italian reactions to the
nationalisation of the Suez Canal (Rome, 31 July 1956)
 

Caption: On 31 July 1956, the British Embassy in Rome sends a telegram to the British Foreign Office in
which it outlines the reactions in Italy to the nationalisation of the Suez Canal Company. The Italian
Government expresses its deep concern for its economy and its maritime transport companies.
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En Cl air 

Sir A. Clarke 

£ /421[ / /4-0 

FROM R011E TO FOREIGN OFFI CE 

FOREIGN OFFICE AND 

\IHITEID LL DISTRIBUTION 

No, 508 D. 6. 52 Pom. July 31,1 956. 

July 31,1 956. R. 8. 28 p. rn . July 31,1 956. 

Addr essed t o Foreign Office t eJ.epr '® No. 508 of Jul.X..21• 

Repeated f or infomation Sa.Ting to Pr ri s VTiashingt on 

C:oiro P.G.M.E.F • 

r y t el egram NO . 31 SaT:i.ng: Sue z Can Ill Company • 

The f ollowing is tr8Ilslation of st at ement issued t oday 

following di scussion by t he I tru.i an Cabinet • 

"The I t al i an GoTernment i s f ollowing wi t h closest attention 

the situation that has been created ,rith regord t o t he Suez 

Canal by l aws promul gat ed by the Egypti an GoTernment nationa

lizing the Suez Canal C0111pany . The j uridical aspects of t he 

question also concern t he question of freedom of communication, 

now existing and intern at ionally guar ant eed, bet ween the 

Mediterranean a nd the Red Se&, which i s a T:i.tal line of transit 

for Italy. I n the present si tun.tion t he Itali an Government 

cannot but express its anxiety f or llilY possibl e harm t o t he 

Italian economy, t o Itali an shipping corrpenies or t o private 

citizens that might nri se should t he conditions hitherto in 

force for traffic through t he cunol lie ru.tered
11

• 

2. Further r eport on Pr ess comment f ollows by bag. 

Foreign Office pl ease puss Sa.Ting t o Paris, Washington, 

Cairo and P.O.L.E .F . as my telegrmns Nos. 31+., 50, 10 e.nd 10 

respecti Tely. 

[Repeated Se.Ting to Paris, \!ashin g-con, Cairo ond P.O.M.E.F.J 
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