Telegram from the British Embassy in Cairo on reactions in the press
following the nationalisation of the Suez Canal (Cairo, 29 July 1956)

Caption: In a telegram dated 29 July 1956, the British Embassy in Cairo informs the British Foreign Office of
the press reactions to the nationalisation of the Suez Canal Company. The press particularly reports on the
address given on 26 July by Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser, the initial British reactions and the
attitude of the United States and the Commonwealth countries.
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5. Al Akhbar states that the Commonwealth is divided into
three groups over nationalization of the Cansl. India and
Ceylon support 1t on conditiom that freedom of uﬂinﬁel

is meintained, Australia snd New Zealand demand severe measures
against Bgypt, vhile the rest of the Commonwealth are mssive.

6, Comsiderable promimence comtimues to be given to messages

of support from the other Arab countries. Today's bateh contains
messages from Syrian House of Representatives, Jordanisn Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister, King Saud, President Kuwathy,
Prince Badr, Lebanese parties and nationslist organizatioms,
Sudanese student and popular organizations, Khalid Bikdash and
Pringe Abdel Kerim who expect Nasser's mext step to be am
economlc, politieal amd cultural boycott of Framce.

7o Al Auranm reports from Lomdon that Her lajesty's Government
are studying posgibility of directing tamkers round the Cape and
extending 1ts pipelimes. Al Akhbar reports tht msm Mn
Minister is afraid that other iilddle Bastern countries
suit and nationalize mmﬁ BT th mt m
Government are trying to pre 0 destroyers bought by %
from leaving and carries an ig"h -_l,'f"_;‘,‘_h. b
armg shipments to Wﬁi
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