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Telegram from the British Embassy in Cairo on reactions in the press
following the nationalisation of the Suez Canal (Cairo, 29 July 1956)
 

Caption: In a telegram dated 29 July 1956, the British Embassy in Cairo informs the British Foreign Office of
the press reactions to the nationalisation of the Suez Canal Company. The press particularly reports on the
address given on 26 July by Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser, the initial British reactions and the
attitude of the United States and the Commonwealth countries.
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FROl CHRO 'fO F01 I GU OFFIC:J<: 

En Clair 

Si r H. 7r velyan 

No. 1309 

July 29 , 1956. 

r 
ｾ＠ f4-Zflj4.z. 

FOfl JGE OFFI~ Al.D 

\f IITEHALL DI STRU,U'I'I')l 

. 
D. 8 • .1,5 p. m. July 29 , 1956. 

R. 12. 15 a. m. July 30, 1956. 

J 

R 
ｾ＠ ;~r~ssea to Forei rn Offi ce te].Q_gram !to. 1309 of July 29. 

epe8 e orinfonnation to'.''ashington P. 0 . ,~. :8 . F. 

1y telc ,ram No. 1299 : 

Par-ls 
4 I /?J 

Suez Canal. 

. P~ess t od~ gives ver-; f ull coverage to Nasser ' s speech, 

his triumphal Journey from Alexandria to Cairo , the ·Treasury 

a.nnounce..,ent , the a . ti tude 01' 11.meri ca and Coramonweal th countries , 

the ".rn and worl d s pport for nationalization of the Canal. 

2. Ifa.., ser made four short speeches on journey frOi.,'l .illexandria 

which ad.j little to his Cairo su ·ech. t Benhei. he referred to 

the et .sling Egyptian ~o-::,l c ,'ho hacl declared their mobili za­

tion in order to repel conspfrators and face the h,pericli sts 

and said 
11

'.i'hi s spirit will cna'ble us to wi n. 'lo wi J 1 not ~i ve 

t he imperialists and exploiters a chance. i;e march forward 

to our freedom" . 

3. 'I' r ea.:mry announcement i s fully reported including ex­

pl anation by 'lreasury spokesman that the general agraeruc-nts 

on the relea e of Egypt's frozen balances will - ot be affected 

by J.)ritain's measures. Al Ahram does not expect special 

authorization for purchases to 'be given in view of the t ension 

between both countries. ,\khbar quotes a responsible source e.s 

saying that the blocldng of Egypt ' s balances is invalid and 

will not benefit British interests in P.gypt. 

4. State Departnent circles are quoted to the effect that 
any joint 1·:estern pl rui will aim at deIJ.a11uin ':; PVaran t ees on 
naYiJation. "Other United States circles" are reported as 
saying that Anerica does not object to nationlization in prin­
ci.ple, but only wants to ensure frcedon of navi ".?ation. Other 
United States experts believed that reference to the Security 
Council or the International Court would not have sure results. 

Al Akhbar refers to doubt of "responsibl e Americo.n circles" 
regarding the r est ' s ability to aase Nasser' s grip on the 
Canal end to Paris reports that France and Bri fair. ha,o asked 
the United States to join theu in nilitary measures , but that 
the United States had described such interference as iupossiol e 
w1 thout a United Nations decision. ｾ＠ ｾ＠

I 5. Iv "'u •. " 
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5. Al Akhbar states thia.t the Commonwealth is divided into 
three groups over nationalization of the Canal. India and 
Ceylon support it on con ition that freeoom of navigation 

is maintained , Australia o.na New Zeal and demand severe measures 
against Egypt, while the rest of the Commonwealth are µ1 ssive. 

6. Considerable prominence continues t o be given to messages 

of support from the other Arab countries. Today 's batch contains 
messages from Syri an House of Representatives , Jorcanian Prime 

Minister aml Forei gn Minister, King Saud , President Kuwathy, 

Pr ince Badr, Lebanese parties and national ist organizations, 

Sudanese student and popul ar organizations, Khalid Bikdash am 
Prince Abdel Keri m who expect Nasser' s next step to be an 

economic, political a nd cultural boycott of France. 

7. Al Ahram reports from London t hat Her Majesty' s Gover~ment 

are studying possibility of directing tankers round the Cape and 

extending its pipelines . Al Akhbar repor ts that British Prime 

Minister is afraid that other Mid le Eastern countries may follOIT 

suit and nationalize British conc erns . lso that Her Majesty' s 

Government are trying to prevent two destroyers bought by Egypt 

from leaving and carries an A.P. report that Britain will put off 

r ms shipments to Egypt . 

8. Press al so reports that Canal Cocpany' s funds including 

£E 9 million in hard currencies had been deposited with Egypti n 

National Bank in name of "Suez Canal Management Boarcl", that 

leading Egypt ian financiers had asked their agents abroad to buy 

all Canal Company shares offered for sale , 1hat Mahmoud Younes 

had cabled company officials in London and Paris ins tructin1 

them to return to Egypt and that official Cairo circles haa asserte• 
that Egypt ai d ~ot want to restrict 1he freeaom of shipping, respect 

for which was in Egypt ' s own interests . 

9. My immediately following telegram contains etitorial comment . 

Foreign Office pass to Washin1ton as my telecram No. 161 . 

[Re~atet to Washington.] 

Q Q Q Q 
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