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Note from the British Foreign Office to the United Kingdom High
Commissioners in the Commonwealth on the arrangements for an Afro-
Asian Conference (4 February 1955)
 

Caption: On 4 February 1955, a note sent by the British Foreign Office to the United Kingdom High
Commissioners in the Commonwealth outlines the United Kingdom’s concerns surrounding the conference,
to be attended by the representatives of 23 Asian countries and six African countries. The Foreign Office
suggests that there is a risk that the Afro-Asian Conference will be influenced by communist hostility to the
West and by neutralism.
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By Bag

I N T E L /

Foreign Office and Whitehall Distribution  

From Foreign Office to certa in /if Her Majesty's Representatives

N o . 30. IN T E L  

F e b ru a r y  4 , 1955

r  C O N F ID E N T IA L  

g§
A F R O -A S IA N  C O N F E R E N C E

W hen  th e  P r im e  M in is te rs  o f  B u rm a , C ey lo n , In d ia ,  In d o n e s ia  a n d  P a k is ta n  

m e t a t  C o lo m b o  in  A p ri l  1954, th e  In d o n e s ia n  P r im e  M in is te r  p ro p o s e d  th a t  a n  

A fro -A s ia n  C on fe re n ce  sh o u ld  b e  h e ld  in  D ja k a r ta  in  F e b ru a r y  1955, to  d iscu ss  

c o lo n ia lism , e c o n om ic  c o -o p e ra tio n  a n d  m ean s  o f  le ssen in g  w o rld  te n s io n .

2. T h e  P rim e  M in is te rs  m e t a g a in  a t  B o g o r , In d o n e s ia , o n  D e c em b e r  28  

a n d  29, 1954, to  d iscu ss  a r r a n g em en ts  f o r  th is  C on fe re n c e . T h ey  a g re e d  th a t  it  

s h o u ld  b e  h e ld  in th e  la s t  w eek  o f  A p r i l  1955 a n d  th a t  its  p u rp o se s  w ou ld  b e :  —

{a) T o  p ro m o te  g o o d  w ill a n d  c o -o p e ra t io n  am o n g  th e  n a t io n s  o f  A s ia  a n d  

A fr ic a , to  e x p lo re  a n d  ad v a n c e  th e ir  m u tu a l as  w ell as  c om m on  in te re s ts  

a n d  to  e s ta b lish  a n d  p ro m o te  frie n d lin e s s  a n d  n e ig h b o u r ly  re la t io n s ;

(b) to  c o n s id e r  th e  so c ia l, e c o n om ic  an d  c u l tu ra l  p ro b lem s  a n d  re la tio n s  o f

th e  co u n tr ie s  re p re s e n te d ;

(c) to  c o n s id e r  p ro b lem s  o f  sp e c ia l in te re s t  to  A s ia n  a n d .  A fr ic a n  p eo p le s ,

e.g., p ro b lem s  a ffec tin g  n a t io n a l so v e re ig n ty  a n d  o f  ra c ia lism  a n d  

c o lo n ia l ism ;

(d) to  rev iew  th e  p o s it io n  o f  A s ia  a n d  A fr ic a  a n d  th e ir  p eo p le s  in  th e  w o rld

o f  to -d ay , a n d  th e  c o n tr ib u t io n  th e y  c a n  m ak e  to  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  

w o rld  p e a c e  a n d  co -o p e ra tio n .

3. T h ey  d e c id ed  to  in v ite  A fg h a n is ta n , C am b o d ia , th e  C e n tra l  A fr ic a n  

F e d e ra t io n ,  C h in a , E g y p t,  E th io p ia ,  th e  G o ld  C o a s t ,  I ra q ,  J a p a n ,  J o rd a n ,  L ao s , 

th e  L e b a n o n , L ib e ria , L ib y a , N e p a l, P e rs ia , th e  P h ilip p in e s , S au d i A ra b ia ,  S iam , 

th e  S u d an , S y ria , T u rk e y , V ie tn am  (N o r th ) , V ie tn am  (S ou th )  a n d  th e  Y em en .

4. H e r  M a je s ty ’s G o v e rn m e n t  h av e  th o u g h t  f ro m  th e  firs t th a t  th e  o n ly  

to p ic  o n  w h ich  th e  C on fe re n c e  is lik e ly  to  ag re e  w ill b e  an ti-c o lo n ia lism  a n d  

th a t ,  if  i t  in du lg e s  in  a n t i-c o lo n ia l p ro p a g a n d a , it  w ill d o  n o th in g  to  p ro m o te  th e  

c a u se  o f  w o rld  p e a c e  b u t  m ay  w ell p re s e n t o p p o r tu n itie s  to  th e  C om m un is ts  to  

s t i r  u p  ra c ia l  fee ling  ag a in s t th e  W est. N o w  th a t  th e  in te n tio n  to  h o ld  th is  

C on fe ren ce  a n d  th e  lis t o f  in v ita tio n s  h a v e  b een  p u b lic ly  a n n o u n c ed  it w ou ld  be  

a  m is tak e  to  a t tem p t to  d is s u ad e  fo re ig n  co u n tr ie s  f ro m  a t te n d in g . In s te a d  w e 

sh a ll c o n c e n tra te  o n  e n c o u rag in g  su ch  f r ie n d ly  G o v e rnm en ts  as  m ay  ac cep t 

in v ita tio n s  to  ta k e  a  re a so n a b le  a n d  co n s tru c tiv e  line  in  th e  C on fe ren ce  itself .

5. O n e  o f  th e  p r in c ip a l d an g e rs  o f  th e  C on fe re n ce  is th a t  it m ay  a llow  itse lf  

to  b e  in flu enced  b y  C om m un is t h o s ti lity  to  th e  W est a n d  by  n eu tra lism . I f  th e re  

is  n o  o n e  to  o p p o se  su ch  view s, th e  re su lta n t im p re ss io n  m ay  b e  th a t  A fr ic an s  and  

A s ia n s , if  n o t a c tu a lly  sym p a th e tic  tow a rd s  C om m un ism , a r e  a t  le a s t n eu tra lis t 

a n d  reg a rd  o p p o s it io n  to  co lo n ia lism  as m o re  im p o r ta n t th a n  th e  C om m un is t 

d an g e r . W e  sh a ll th e re fo re  e n d e a v o u r  to  b r ie f  su ita b le  f r ie n d ly  d e leg a te s  to  

c o u n te r  su c h  views.

6. In te rv e n t io n  b y  th e  C on fe ren ce  in  A fr ic an  a ffa irs w ou ld  b e  unw elcom e , 

a n d  w e h o p e  th a t  th e  G o v e rnm en ts  o f  B ritish  T e r r ito r ie s  in  A fr ic a  w ill n o t  b e  

r ep re se n ted . T h e  p o s it io n  o f  th e  S u d an  is ex c ep tio n a l. W e sh a re  re spon sib ility  

f o r  its  e x te rn a l a ffa irs w ith  E gyp t, an d  th e  E gyp tia n  P rim e  M in is te r  h a s  sa id  th a t  

h e  w ill a t te n d . W e  sha ll n o t th e re fo re  ob je c t if  th e  S ud an ese  P rim e  M in is te r  

a ccep ts  an  in v ita tio n  to  th e  C on fe rence .

7. P a ra g ra p h s  4  to  6 ab o v e  a re  fo r  b ack g ro u n d  in fo rm a tio n  on ly .

TCopied to  U n ite d  K in g dom  H igh  C om m iss ione rs  in all C om m onw ea lth  co u n trie s  
an d  to  H e r  M a je s ty ’s A m bassad o r , D ub lin .]
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