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/ 
UNCLASSIFIED 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 

ro~~/ 
April 26, 19. 5. 

No.39 (1071/230/55) 

• • • 

Sir, 

With reference to my despatch No.37 of April 21 

reporting the opening on 18 April of the Asian-African 

Conference at Bandung I have the honour to enclose 

herewith for reference a summary of the introductory 

speeches made by the leaders of delegations at the 

opening session of the conferen~e on 18 and 19 April. 

2. I am sending copies of this despatch to Her 

Majesty's Commissioner General at Singapore; to 

the Governor General of the Sudan; to Her Majesty's 

Ambassadors at Kabul, Rangoon, Pnom Penh, Peking, 

Cairo, Addis Ababa, Baghdad, Tokyo, Amman, Beirut, 

Monrovia, Katmandu, Manila, Bangkok, Damascus, 

Ankara, an~ Saigon; to Her Majesty's Ministers at 

Ventiane and Tripoli; and to the United Kingdom 

Hi gh Commissioners at Colombo, Karachi and New 

Delhi. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(O. c. Morland) 

Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
ror Foreign Mfairs, 

Foreign Office, 
s.w.1. 
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(Enclooure in Djakarta Desputch Lo Forc ipn O.r!'icc 
No. 39 of 26 April J 9r>J ) 

ASIAN-AFRICAN CONFERENCE AT BANDUNG 
APRIL 1955 

Summary of I nt roductory Speeches mnde 
on 18 nnd 19 April by Leader s of 
Deleguti ons . 

/ Note . No introduct or y speeches were mnde by 
the leader s of the delegat ions of Burma , 
India , Per sia , Saudi Arab i a , Nor t h Vietnam, 
and Yemen. The t ext of the introduc t ory 
speech of t he Pr ime Minister of Indonesia , 
who wns elec t ed Pr esident of t he Confer ence , 
was encl osed with Djru{ort u despat ch to t he 
For eign Office No . 37 of 21 Apri l 1955.J 

1 . AFGHANI STAN (H. R. H. Sardar Mohammed Nairn, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Mini s t er of For eign AffuirA ). 

Apart f r om conventional greetings dealt mainly wi t h 
economi c collabor a t ion and Afghan need of economic assistance 
and development. 

2. CAMBODIA (H. R. H. Prince Norodom Sihanouk, former 
King). 

Conference an opportunity to break dorm division b e tween 
communist and anti- conununi st worlds. Regr e t s non-member sh ip 
in United Nations of many participants . Cambodia has 
adopted principles en Pancha Shila and will support s troneer 
nati0ns in attempts t o secure cooper a tion for peace t hr ough 
respect for t e r rit ori al integrity and independence of notions 
and mutual obser vance of na tional rights . 

3 . CEYLON (The Rt . Hon. Sir Jolm Kot elawala , Prime 
Mini E:i t cr) . 

Confer ence meets 0 1.J brink of world abyss . Arguments ot: 
f' or co nrue t give place to those of' spiritual power . Anion 
and .Af'r ican na tions moy succeed wher e West hos failed , and 
are appropria t e mediators between communism and anti-communism. 
Need f or admittance of further members to United Nations, 
associa te membership or dopondent territ~ries , and changes to 
permit grea t er Asian and African membership or Security 

• Council . I1' we are to be e~fectivo mediat ors wo must r esolve 
differences between ouroelvee . Urgent need of economtc 
development and attack on poverty in underdeveloped countries . 

4. CHINA (Chou En-lai , Prime Minister). 

/ Note, Chou En- lai circulat ed his prepared speech, and 
spoke in dif'f'erent t erms in reply to attaclcs on 
canmunism by the Ceylon delegat e and other earlier 
speakers../ 

/ {a) Prepared 
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(a) Pr epar ed s peech . Peoples of' J~nio oncl 
.i\frica have h itherto suffer ed s ilently under colonial 
oppr e s s ion. Confer ence now r eflec t s a p r of ound 
his torica l change as shackles arc cas t of f . Irnporto, ca 
of joint effor t for peace and quick comple te liber a t ion. 
Se ttlement in Indo- China due to work of Colombo Po\rer·s . 
Need for prohibi tion of a t omic weapons, economic 
deve lopment and i ndependence , respect for na tional 
sovereignt y , non- int erference in each other ' s internal 
affairs , nnd fuller cul tural exchanges . Support for 
five princ i p l es of peaceful co- exi s t ence . China r eady 
to normal ise r elat i ons with Japan, t he Philippines , 
and Siam. Asians and Afr i cans mus t s t and united. 

(b) Suppl ementary speech . Chi nese de l egation 
has come her e t o s eek common ground of agreement and not 
to quarrel. Ther e is enough common gr ound . We believe 
in commun i sm but i deologica l diffe r ences need not c ome 
before t he confer ence. We have deliber a t ely r efr a i ned 
from bringing up Formosa and Chi nese r epresenta tion in 
the Uni ted Nations. Mutual r espec t and cooper a tion can 
be s trengt hened on ba sis of five principles of coexistence. 
Religious b elief is free in Chi na and c ountries with 
and wi t hout r eligious b eliefs can work together effec tive­
l y . We do not b elieve in subversive activities in the 
terr itory of others: we protest against subversive 
activities of the K. M. T. and t he United Sta tes in China . 
We should welcome v isits to Chinn by all de l egnt os, so 
t hat they can see t he true s t a t e of af'fa irs f or t hemselves . 

5. EGYPT (Lt .Col. Nasser, Prime Minister). 

Asian and African countries emerging rrom colonial 
shackles ar e f aced with common problems and need for close 
c ooperation . Democratic aims o:f Egyptian revolutionary 
government. Respect :for United Nations Charter a.I'-.,,. 
observance by wembers o:f commitments r egarding non­
s elfgoverning territories. Importance o:f disarmament, 
economic development, and use of modern science for 
peaceful purposes . Flagrant injustice of Palesti ne 
s .:_ tuati ..J-1 . Abol i tion of racialis1n in South .A:frica . 
Constructive role o~ small countries and respect for their 
sovereignty. Urgent need of independence for North 
African territories. Each country ' s right to choose 
its ovm political , nd economic system. 

6. ETHI OPIA (Ethiopian .Ambassador, Washington). 

Importance of' ending colonialism in every f'orm , 
racialism, and r eligious discrimination. Support of' 
United Nations Charter. 

GOLD COAST (The Hor.. Kojo Botsio, Minister 
of' Sta te). 

Regret of Prime Minister at inability to attend. 
Gra teful for as s ociation, while we are in procoss o~ 
achieving independence, with other countries who have 
faced same diff'icultieG . Gold Ccast not yet respon­
sible f'or external af'fairs, but gl ud to accept invitation 
though we attend mainly as observers. Present 
Government pledged to attain independence while in 

/o:t':fice. 



5/9

,. 

- 3 -

office. Discussions with the United Kingdom Government arc 
proceeding in cordial atmosphere . Announcomont soon of 
actual date of full independence. New spirit in Africa: 
a giant awakening from sleep . 

8. IRAQ (Dr. Mohrunmad Fadhil Jomali, .former 
Prime Minister) . 

Conference is development from Asian-African group in 
United Nations which first met in 1947. Energetic support 
for United Nations as forum for political and economic 
progress. Three international forces now prevent peace 
and harmony, and must be fought with determination. The 
first is colonialism, and our presence here is goo~ proof 
of its wealcening . But in North Africa France is still 
ignoring the principles of sel:f-determination, and y•acicilisrn 
in South Africa is extreme. The second is Zionism~ the 
worst o:ffspring of imperialism: in Palestine millions o.f 
Arabs, Christian und Moslem, have been exiled in order to 
set up an unreal Zionist state based on racialism o.nd 
religious discrimination. The third is communism, 
atheistic and materialist. It is a subversive religion, 
breeding hatred. The newly-freed peoples of Asia and 
Africa are in danger o:f falling out of the frying pan into 
the fire . The communist leaders seek territorial gain. 
Let us ponder the fate of Turkestun, the Baltic States, 
Poland, and Czechoslovakia. Under the old colonialism 
the cries of the subjugated people could sometimes be 
heard: under corrnnunist domination all is silence. We 
must therefore de.fend ourselves pending an ideological 
disarmament throughout the world. May this conference 
be a step towards that essential end. 

9. J AFAN (Mr . Ta tsunosul{e Tal{asaki , Minister 
of State). 

Apology of the Prime Minis t er of Jo.pan for inability 
to attend. Declaration of human rights corresponds 
exactly with main objective of conference, promotion of 
mutual understanding, cooperation, and peace . Japan's 
destiny is closely linked with destiny of Asia . Asia 
has fallen behind in economic and scientific development 
and this conference should help to promote advnnco through 
mutual collaboration. International tensions impede 
peaceful progress. In the war Japan inflicted great 
material damage on neighbouring nations and brought 
disaster on herself . Now she is dedicated to democracy 
and peace , and eager to make a positive contribution t o 
welfare of Asia by contributing her shure to economic progress 
and cultural exchanges . I shall submit to the conference 
concrete proposals on these two points, and a proposal for 
maintaining peace . 

10. JORDAN (Walid Balah, Minister of Foreign Af'fairs) . 

Need f'or fuller mutual understanding between part icipants . 
Israel aggression in Palestine and failure of Arab appeals 
to the United Nations . Injuetice o.nd oppression by the 
French in North Af'ricu . 

11. LAOS (Ratay D. Sasorith, Prime Minister) . 

Appreciation of opportunity o~ closer association/with 
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with African and Asian courtries facing similar problems . 
Supreme importance of seeking peace in threa tening 
world situation. 

12. LEBANON (Sarni Solh, Prime Minister). 

Three main obstacles impede interna tiona l peace and 
prosperity: fanaticism in every form, extreme nationalism, 
and hatred of foreigners . Martyred Palestine is most 
urgent of problems affecting us, and we should concentrate 
on repa iring terrible injustice to Arabs . Importance of 
tolerance and respect for human rights and integrity o:r 
small nations . 

13. LIBERIA (The Hon. Momolu Dukuly, Minister 
o:r State) 

Conference the opening of a ner1 era for the African 
and Asian peoples . We have come with no preconceived 
plans but with a profound belief in the future of Africa 
and a hope for equality among races and for world peace . 

14- LIBYA (Mahmoud Bey Muntasser, Ambassador in 
London). 

Greeting to nations still under colonial yoke and 
support in their struggle for independence. Present 
world tension is due to colonialism (especially in French 
North African territories), racialism, and external 
ideological interference . This last is a stronger and 
more dangerous form of colonialism, involving intellec­
tual slavery, and threatening national sovereignty and 
world peace. Problem of Palestine is pressing , and 
suf'fering of Arabs demands our active support. Adherance 
to principles of democracy and to United Nations Charter. 

15. NEPAL (Major General Sovag Jung Thapa, 
Foreign Secretary). 

Support for democracy and the United Nations Charter, 
and for admission of all nations to the United Nations 
organisation. There should be no attempt to form 
another world bloc , though our newly-won freedom must be 
defended and consolidated. Support for Pandit Nehru ' s 
five principles as b asis for cooperati on and good will . 

16. PAKISTAN (Mr. Mohammad Ali , Prime Minister) . 

Countries of Asia and Mrica not a group apart , but 
their problems bound ttp with those of the r est of the 
world . Process of national liberation has gone far and 
is happily continuing. Newly-freed nations are making 
growing contribution to weli'are of mankind and ore eager 
to help remaining dependent countries to obtain freedom. 
But we must not be misled into opening our doors to a new 
and more insidious form of imperialism that masquerades 
in the guise of liberation. Seven principles are 
necessary to maintain peace: respect for sovereignty nnd 
territorial integrity, recognition of equality of all 
nations, non-interference in a country's internal affairs, 
non-aggression, right of self-defence alone or collec-

/tively, 
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collectively, right of selfdeterminntion and abhorrence 
of coloninlism, and peaceful settlement of disputes. We 
must consider question of Palestine refugees , and 
independence of Tunisia, Morocco , and Algeria. Need of 
fuller membership in United Nations and proper representation 
on Security Council. Need for economic development and 
pooling of scientific resources: cooperation in tl1is ::unong 
ourselves as well as help from the west. Cultural 
cooperation to remove ignorance and misunderstanding. 

PHILIPPINES (Hon. Carlos P. Romulo, Member 
of the Cabinet). 

Conference must avoid propaganda and seek profitable 
cooperation realistically. All participants ore concerned 
with colonialism, political fre Gdom, racial equali ty and 
economic development, which are all world problems. United 
Nations organisation has been inadequate only through 
imperfections of its mffinbers: we can strengthen it und 
help it to become world instrument for human betterment. 
Political freedoms are being won in various ~nys: the 
British were wise enough to surrender power in Asia because 
they realised they could no longer hold it; the Dutch and 
French were forced to the same conclusion; the United 
States have sometimes faileQ to match their ac tions to 
their principles, but they have faithfully carried out their 
undertakings t o us. But national independence is no more 
than a fiction if there is not freedom to criticse and to 
form various political parties . A police state may be 
worse than colonial rule. The evil of racialism now 
survives fully only in Africa, and notably in the Union of 
South Africa: we must fight it wi th all our forces. We 
are economically backward, owing in part to our colonial 
heritage, and we must strive to develop quickly and be 
willing to accept western advice and help: no nation can 
remain economically independent of the r est of the world . 
The future of the world depends on how the people s of Asia 
and Af'rica will go about the business of transforming their 
lives and their societies. One road l eads to dictatorship, 
the rigid control of human activity, and the ruthless 
suppression of opposition. Shall we emerge from coloninlism 
only to fall the prey of an enslaving ideology? We must 
seek the real freedom of the democratic way of life. 

18. SIAM (Prince Wan, Minister of Foreign Affnirs) 

Siain is eager for great er cooperation with other 
participants, to exchange views, to secure fuller cultural 
exchanges , and to exalt spiritual rather than material 
values. Closer economic ties, on a footing of national 
equality, should be formed both among ourselves and with the 
rest of the world. European and American help is necessary 
for our economic development . We uphold the principles of 
racial equality, national self-determination, and the earliest 
possible granting of independence to the remaining coloniol 
territories. We are happy that Laos, Crunbodia nnd Vietnrun 
have regained their independence, an~ that Malaya is well 

/on 

• 
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on the wny t o sclf- govor ru.ien t us t ho p r e,J udo to full 1 r,1 r~­

pondence . Si ron does not oppose t he f'i ·10 pr inclnlc:i 01 

co- exis t ence , bu1:/4hcy r equire f ormulat ion in grcote,£• dctr 11 . 
Do t hey ~nply t he pr i ncipl e of t oler ance , stat ed cxpliGlt~y 
i n t he United Na tions Charter? Tha i-speaking Chinc3c und 
ot her s a r e b e ing tra ined in Yunnan for in.fi ltra t ion c.nd 
subver s i on in Sirun. 'Wha t is t he a ttitude of t he communic t 
Chinese government to the t hree milli on Chinese, s o-c~~lcd 
dua l n a tionals, in Siam? There a re a lso 50,000 Vie tnw~ese 
r efuge es i n n orth-east Siam, most of whom ure seeking 
repa tria tion to Northern Vie tnrun. Siam is f a cing a threot. 
of infiltration and subversion, if not of aggressi on, and 
it is purely in self-defence that she has had to join, 
in accordance with Article 51 of the United Na tions Charter, 
in a collective defence treaty, the Manila Poet, from 
whose r ecent Council mee ting a cordia l message wns sent to 
this conference . 

19. SUDAN (Sayed Ismail El Azhari, 2rime Minister). 

Welcome opportunity for closer association with many 
nations, most of whom have f a ced some problems as Sudan no~ 
faces. She has profited from example of Egypt, India, 
and Indonesia. Anxious to cooperate profitably in 
political, economic, and cultural fields. Sudan ' s first 
exercise of externa l sovere i gnty. 

\ 

20. SYRIA (Khalid el Azam). 

Need to fight colonia lism in North Africa, to support 
Indonesia on New Guinea, and to repair wrongs done to 1..rnbs 
in Palestine. 

21. TURKEY (Fatin Rustu Zorlu, Deputy Prime Minister). 

Steady progr ess towards independence encouraging: 
sympathy with Indonesian independence and progress. 
Tensions and insecurity cloud the way to peace. World 
today divided into two ~amps: one demobilised its armies 
after the .var and relied on the Atlantic Charter and the 
United Nations: the other has seized independent 
countries and has threatened Turkish independence and 
integrity. We were forced to exercise our legitimate 
rights of self-defen~o and to join in t he NATO and in 
various bilateral defensive arrangements . The peace-
loving countries are uniting their efforts for peace, and 
in this unity lies the only hope of' peace ond security. 
The illusion is disastrous that by passive inactivity a 
country can escape from external dangers t o its security: 
Czechoslovakia has already been mentioned today. The 
conf'erence must realise the grave danger involved in a 
"middle of the road" policy. v'Ve believe in the eradica­
tion of colonialism and racialism, and in the need to 
safeguard the independence of all nations . 

22. VIETNAM, SOUTH (Nguyen Van Thoaif Minister of 
Planning an~ Reconstruction) . 

As.a country ~ust ~iberated after almost u century 
o~ for~ign oppression Vietnam greets the coni'erenc~ uith 
enthusiasm: she is anxious to support other 

/nations 
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na tions in their s truggle t o attain independence , and 
t o profit from the exrunplo of nntionD who have ulr cE•""'Y 
a ttained it. She is a lso anxi ou s t o promote the 
principles of true freedom and hun'"'n rights, as the 
only safeguar d which can prot ec t the free world from 
the menace of dictatoria l communism. Art er t he 
partition of our country, effected in spite of our 
pr otests , the r e has b een a t errible exodus fr 0m the 
n orth, which has caused untold suf'fcring . We have 
helped the r efugees to the bes t of our power a.1.1d have 
endeavoured in the f ace of gr eat difficulties to give 
them the opportunity of life under a democra tic 
government. 

-------


