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Note from the Colonial Office on the use of British forces after Malayan
independence (10 January 1956)
 

Caption: In a note dated 10 January 1956, the Colonial Office provides details about the ongoing talks with
the Federation of Malaya on the use of British forces in Malaya after the country’s independence. The United
Kingdom is keen to maintain military bases in the region.
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Use of British forces after Malayan Independence 

1 • Herewith for inf'orma t ion a copy of a note which wa s 
handed to the Malayan Chief Minister during the recent t a lks 
on " Short te11 m building req_uirements". 

2. The Chief Minister is understood to have agreed to this 
note a lthough his written assent is still awaited. 
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The l'.'overn<1e:1;; of the Federation of ·al " - ·11 
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3'. Her l-1:jes t :, ' s (-°:'ernne ,~t r e cou'-ise th2t ;;he (~oven1ment of the I'eder~tion 
v11ll not 1·'J.sh ·,;o comm.it themselves at this sta. ;e to the co;1t::.;:me d occu:, - ·- r"l of 

th<"se sites ~:' · , ,_ , Forces for a defi.ni·ce period of longer than fiv-s y ;:; , 
nd, for their port , they have no ,ti.sh t o remain in ocCUJ:lDtion of clieL ,,1~, 

ln,1;-;e r t han i s necessary , '.rhey intend to prosecute i;heir lone - term mili·:·~r--
. ·:ilding progr amme in the Federat ion with nll possible speed but the - c,n ·he 
1,0 ossurance chat in five years t ime that pro[ r allll"!le Y1ill hav; been s o" f or 
2c.. rnnced thc1 t it ·::ill not be nece ssa ry to con-i;i.nue occUfation of come of t hese 
';,;m·:_:,or ary sites . 

4. .,e r ]l;njest:· ' s "-over:nment are therefore read·, to accept the yrOJ osal mcde 
o~r G:1e '"-o-,;ernme'..li:; a:' the FederDtion , ,'7hich is se~c out in pararTaph 2 above 

bu·'.; , ::...., so damn..; , they 11ould u ish to be assured that unon thece~;irv of th; 
i.ni·c i vl five year le oses they can look to the ::;ood offices ond c"'o-operation 
of ';11e Cove r:nment of' the Federetio;1 in obtaining any necessary extensions. 

5. 1-.t the p resent time, and in order thBt i;he temporary building pro'TD.c.me 
mDy e se i; in hand n '.; the easiest a ,)portunity, it is necessary for the 
Serv~ce ·u;;horiL.es to 1,efotiate le ases Y."ii;h the S·i;Dte or Set·clement (;.overnme:.i;r. 
or · •ich 0 ;riv-ote om1ers. Her l'.a jest~, , s Gove rnment \fOuld, hm7ever, be most 

apprecia ;iv-c if the GovenimeLt of the Federation vrere oble to use their scad 
oftices in Dny i.ndivj_duol C[,ses of cl.ifficul'cy -.. ihich may arise. Her Hnjest:·'s 
Goven1meat understand nlso thot che Government of ~he Federation are intendi.nc 
to secure for themselves po,;er to acquire l a;1ds required for defence purposes, 

and t'.1e:' vould · 'ish to enquire of the Government of the Federntion \lhether it 
is i.:,tended ·chnt ofter independence nei:;otiations on these leases or for their 
extension shoul,-, be conducted direc'cly ·.ri'.;h the r~overnment of the Federution 
or, as ot µresent , ,:1ith the State or Set-Clement f;.overnments or priv.:Jve C'l\-,11ers. 

6. On ;;he ~)articulor question of i.ndiviclual sites, arreement has not yet 
been secured to the ifnited Fin::;dorn I s cmYc:inuing Df ter independence i;o occu ,:o" 
"b:;o sites Dt I,oh and one at .1a rdiebun1. The "-over.runent of +.he S~ai;e of 

Perak is understood to be :mxious to use port at least of. the lond ot I·,)oh 

for the constructio;1 of a hospital, ,1hile the Government of the 3tote of 

Sclangor \i:i.shes to eJ:tend mi.nine OJ?erations on part of the site at riardicburn, 

It is essentiol if' the efZicient prosecution of the campaien, a::;oi.nst the 
terrorists is not to be impaired and if the re-deploymen·i; of U.K. forces in t11.eir 
lon::;-term locotions is to be carried out ,.,ith the r_,Tet'ltest expedition thot 
!er La jes·.;y' s Goveniment should be permi. tted to continue in nccupotion of 
t!1ose sites after independence. If continued occupntion of them could be 
,ssurec";. for f·'ve Jenrs , Her ilaJesty's Government vould wish to assure the 
--overnment of the _;!ederotion that ;,hey 1-rottl.d bo ready vii. thin thnt \JeriOC:. to 
discuss i;hc ·olwseu relense of all or parts of ·:;hem to the civil outhori'.;ies for 
other ,11.'.I'"•~oses, ond ·.,ould also undertake ~]·wt ~hese si·i;es './Ould be the first 
to be releusccl. as the pro,_,;ress msde on the lon:-cerm buildine; pro:}':.;mme mode 
av::;ilablc ne·:r acconunodation to vhich their forces could be moved. If, hcr.revor, 
these si'ces ore to be the first \/hich ·:.ill be evocuated, the sUITe,1der of 
oertoi.n of the other sites vti.11 as on inevitnble consequence be delayed, or:d 
Her l.iajesty1s Government therefore trust i;hot the Goven1ment of the Fedorotion 
w.:tJ.l be able to ·,ive them the assurance for uhich thev osk in pDragroph 4 vbovo. 
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7. The Government of the Federa·cion ,.-fill be aYTare thn t detachments of 

i>ustr.i lian troo,)s ere stationed et Ipoh. Her l,'8 Jesty I s Gavernment ca,mot at 
the stage canmit the Australian Government , but thiw ~,ill do all 'Gh6)' con to 

carry ilhat Gavernment Hith them. 
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