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Caption: On 18 April 1955, in his opening address, the Prime Minister of Ceylon, John Kotelawala, calls on
the countries of Africa and Asia taking part in the Bandung Conference to unite against colonialism.

Copyright: (c) The National Archives of the United Kingdom

Note: This document has undergone optical character recognition (OCR), so that full text search and
copy/paste operations can be carried out. However, the result of the OCR process may vary depending on the
quality of the original document.

URL:
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/opening_address_given_by_john_kotelawala_bandung_18__
april_1955-en-1d96efd4-aaae-49b6-b3f9-bc298741462¢.html

Last updated: o01/03/2017

MCVC@ 1/8 www.cvce.eu


http://www.cvce.eu/obj/opening_address_given_by_john_kotelawala_bandung_18_april_1955-en-1d96efd4-aaae-49b6-b3f9-bc298741462c.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/opening_address_given_by_john_kotelawala_bandung_18_april_1955-en-1d96efd4-aaae-49b6-b3f9-bc298741462c.html

\\‘(CVCG 2/8 www.cvce.eu



www.cvce.eu




-

2

No one delights in this age of anxiety, All the world wants peace-
the big nations no less than the small ones. But the great powers
have failed to achieve it, and have made it perilously difficult for
others to maintain, because their negotiations have been tainted

by mutual suspicion and mistrust and their polic;ies governed f"d
conditioned by a panic-stricken race for military superiority.
This addiction to the philosophy of fear, this competition in the
technology of terror, has led to the inevitable breakdown of every
concrete suggestion put forward in the west for the limitation of
armaments or for the banning of nuclear weapons. The nations
on whom the responsibility has hitherto devolved of preserving
the world’s present armed truce, or planning its future peace, are
at a loss. They are hag-ridden by the demon of progress, the
monsters their scientists have created. Neither their science nor
their statesmanship can afford them any protection. Their diplomacy
has failed in its efforts to devise machinery for the limitations of
armaments by mutual consent or to set up an acceptable inter-
national authority for the inspection and supervision of nuclear

weapons.

In these urgent and vital tasks, where the wisdom of the West
has failed, is it possible that the nations of Asia and Africa can
hope to succeed? I think it is. Have the nations of this region
in fact anything to offer ? I think they have. Has the time come
to offer it ? I think it has. I say, then, in all seriousness and in
all humility that the peoples of this region have it in their power
to apply to the problems of the present-day world, and for the
first time in recent history, that traditional respect for the spiritual
values of life and for the dignity of the human personality which

 is the distinguishing feature of all their great religions. |
- Since I speak as a Buddhist I will venture to quote from the
la, that great repository of Buddhist devotion and
n which we are vividly reminded of the nature

which I spoke just now. It reads :—
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some of the countries concerned, my own among them, are small,
and all are relatively weak, impoverished and undcrdeveloped

' The countries of this region have a further claim upon the
attention of the mighty and upon the deliberations of the peace-
makers. We of Asia and Africa have a common interest in peace,
and a common desire to achieve it, though some of us differ as to
how it should be done. Not one country in this whole region manu-
factures nuclear weapons ; most of them are ill equipped even with
the conventional implements of war that date from the pre-atomic
age. When the great powers of the West talk peace, their chances
of agreement are weakened by the fact that each suspects the others’
strength. We by contrast come to the conference table weak and
relatively unarmed. We have no thermonuclear bombs in our
pockets, no weapons of chemical or bacteriological warfare up
our sleeves, no plans for armament factories or blueprints for ever
more deadly methods of genocide in our brief cases.

We have however, I venture to believe, something which the
great and the mighty lack. That something is the strength of our
weakness—the ability which our very defencelessness confers to
offer ourselves as mediators in the dispute between the giants of
Communism and anti-Communism which, if fought out to an
end, will deluge the world in blood and leave the earth infected
with atomic radiation for generations yet unborn or never to be born.

1 urge then that on beha]f of the nations represented here,
g as ' do some two-thn'ds of the popu]atlon of the

“ orma ',_”y our services as mediators.

>mbled here w:l'l msh to make
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an unambiguous and united demand for the reconstitution of the
United Nations, by abolishing the Veto and converting the Security

Council into a fully elected body responsible to the General

. Assembly, it will meet with powerful response from all the smaller
. nations of the world.

Such a reform will also throw open the United Nations to those
countries, whatever their political character, who are at present being
kept out by the exercise of the veto by one great power or another.
And for my part, I am strongly of opinion that a place should
be found within the United Nations, at least as associate members,
for those peoples who are still subject to colonial rule. Though they
might have to be represented initially by nominees of the imperial
powers let us hope it will not be long before colonialism is cast
into the junk-heap of history, and these peoples are able to take
their place in equality and with pride beside the other independent
nations of the world.

The Asian and African countries, if they stand together, can
unquestionably make their voice heard in world affairs and serve
as the mediatory and the guardians of world peace. But the rest of
the world will not listen to us unless we are ourselves united in
goodwill and free from mutual conflicts. We have to prove by
example to other nations that our own international disputes
Gt be set : ed without resort to force. This conference will be
i ‘ __rmmty if, before we part, we do not pledge

* cartedly, to ab_]ure war as a means of
isputes by "; 'ful negotlatwn
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ideologies and religions urge us, in the name of social justice and
human compassion, to rid our countries of this evil of poverty,
the times demand of us that we should do it, also in the name of
peace. Poverty is the greatest of social evils from which all
others spring. Poverty creates envy between countries and cove-
tousness of each other’s possessions : it sets individual against
individual and nation against nation. From economic plenty, on
the other hand—not the plenty achieved by the exploitation of
man by man or nation by nation, but the plenty attained by mutual
co-operation for the common good—from such plenty springs
both national and international peace. It is my earnest hope, there-
fore, that this conference will give rise to effective and concrete
proposals for economic co-operation within our region, so that we
may all march together towards the common goal of prosperity.

As I conclude, the subject of peace is very much in my thoughts
and very near to my heart as a follower of one of the great religions
to which Asia has given birth. The heritage of Buddhism is one of
the most precious possessions of my country and it is a heritage
which we share with several other countries represented at this
conference. Indeed, whatever religion we profess, we cannot but
be at one on the question of peace. For the great teachers of all reli-
gions are agreed that it is not through hatred and violence, but
through compassion, peace and goodwill, that mankind can find
salvation. As a Buddhist, I should like to quote to you the words
in which the Enlightened One expressed this fundamental truth.

““Not at any time are enmities appeased here through enmity,
but they are appeased through non-enmity. This is the eternal

law.”’
In whateve: terms we choose to formulate 1t it is this message

''''

t '_j_fer teday, if we can shew
example to all nations and
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