Message from Anthony Eden to Dwight D. Eisenhower on the Suez Crisis
(London, 27 August 1956)

Caption: On 27 August 1956, the British Prime Minister Anthony Eden sends the US President Dwight D.
Eisenhower a letter in which he welcomes the results of the London Maritime Conference on the Suez Crisis.
However, he is concerned at the foreign policy of the USSR, particularly the establishment of closer relations
between Moscow and Cairo. He also outlines the measures he would like to take if Nasser refuses to negotiate,
and explains that the United Kingdom and France are continuing their military preparations.
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Please pass following from the Prime Hinister to
President Eiseanhower.

Begins.
Dear Friend,

This is o message to thank you for all the help Foster
has given. Though I could not be at the Conference myself,
I heard praise on all sides for the outstanding quality of his
speeches and his constructive leadership. He will tcll you
how things bave gone. It was, I think, a remarkable achieve-
ment to unite eighteen nations on an agreed statement of this
clarity and force.

Before he left, Foster spokc to me of the destructive
efforts of the Rnssians at the Conference. I have been giving
some thought to this anq.} WUqu 11ke to ElVC you my e

eonc1u51ons. | :
o SRR - | L Rout
I bave no doubt
t his kn
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This policy is clearly aimed at Wheelus Ficld and Habbaniya,
as well as at our Middle East oil supplics. Mcanwhile the
Communist Bloc continuc their cconomic and political blandishments
towards the African countries which are alrcady indcpcndent.

Soon they will have a wider ficld for subversion as our colonics,
particularly in thc West, achicve sclf-government., All this

makes me morc than cver surc that Nasscr must not be allowed to get
away with it this time. Wc¢ bhavc many fricnds in the Middle East
and in Africa and others who are shrewd cnough to know where the
plans of a Nasser or a Mossadeq would lead them, But they will
not be strong cnough to stand against thc powcr of thc mobs if
Nasscr wins again. The firmcr the front we show togethcr, the
greater the chancc that Nasscr will give way without the nccd for
any resort to force. That is why we were gratcful for your policy
and Fostcr's cxpression of it at the Confercncc, It is also onc
of thc reasons why wc have to continuc our military preparations
in conjunction with our French allics.

We have been examining what other action could be taken if
Nasser rcfuscs to ncgotiate on the basis of the London Confcrence.
There is the question of the ducs. The Dutch and the Germans have
alrcady indicatcd that they will give oort in this respcet,
Thc Duteh may cven be teking action i t fcw days. Then
there is the g ion of - We arc

will
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