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BURMA 

1~reaty between the Government of the 

United Kingdom and the 

Provisional Government of BurII1a 
[With Annex and Exchange of Notes] 

London, r 7th October, 194 7 

[Thie Treaty has not been ratified by the G overnment of 

the U nit~d Kingdom J 

/Jresintul by the Se.;retary of State for Burma tr; Parliament 

by C01nmand of f lis Majesty 

October 194 7 

LONDON 

HIS MAJES'l'Y'S STATIONERY OFFICE 
THREEP E N C E N E T 
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TREATY B ETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UN T 

KINGDOM AND THE PROVISIONA.L GOYERNMENT OF 

BURMA 

IJondon, lr-:tll October, 1947 

rfRE Govern1nent of the Unit~d I(inado1n of Great Britain and ...... orthern 
0 

Ireland, nnd the ])rovisional Govern111ent of Burn1a; 

..,onsiderino th 1t it 1~ the inteution of the Gove1.·111nent of the United 
l\.ingdon1 or G~·eat Britain and Xorthern IrelaJ1cl to inYite Pa1·lia1nent to pass 
legislation at an early date proYiding that Bur111a shall becon1e an 
independent State: 

Desirin o to define their future relations as t,he Govern111ents of 
0 

independent~ States on tbe terrns of con1plete freedon1 equalitv and 
independence and t,o consolidate and perpet,uate the cordial friendship and 

good understanding ,Y1iich subsist bet,Yeen the1n: and 
Desiring also to pro,Tide for certain 1na tters arising iron1 the forthconiing 

change in the relat,ions bet"'\\een then1. 

Ha,e decided to conclude a t,reaty for this ptu·pose and have appointed 
.:is their plenipotentiaries :-

The l10vern1nent of the l~nited Kingdon1 0£ Great Britain and ~orthern 
Ireland: 

The Right Hon. Clernent Richard A.ttlee. C.H.: lVI.P ., P rirna 
}Iinister and First Lord of the Trea~er,. 

" 

The I'ro,isit.111al Go,ernineni.; of Burma : 

The Ron 'ble Thakin X 1 1. Pri1ne i\1:inister. 

, ~~ho have agreed as follo,YS :-

A.RTICLE 1 

The Governn1ent 0£ the l"'" nited Iungdo1n recognise the R epublic of the 
1.:-nion 0£ B urma as a fully independent soYerergn State. 

The contracting Governments agree to the exchange of diplomatic 
renresent at-ives d ulv accredited ... .. 

ARTI CLE. 2 

_ ll obligat jons and responsibilit ies h eretofore deYoh ·ing on the Go,ern­
n1ent of the Unit ed Kingdon1 " -hich :J.rise £r on1 any Ynlid international 
instrument shall henceforth! in so far as such i11strun1ent n1c.1 Y be held to 
have application to Bur.ma. devulYe upon the Provisional L1e,;vern1nent of 
B urn1a. The rights and benefit s heretofore enjoyed by the lto,-ern1nent of 
the United l{ingdo111 in Yirtue of the application of any such international 
instrument to B urn1n s.hull henceforth be enjoyed by the P roYisional 
(}oyerr1111ent of B urn1a. 

ARTICLE 0 

Any person ,,-ho at the date of the con1ing iut-o force of the pre ... ent Treaty 
is, by virtue oi the Constitution of the t .. nion of Bur111a. a citizen thereof and 
" 'ho is. or by virtue of u subsequent election is dee1necl to be ~,I"n a British 
s ubject. n1ay 1nake a declaration of alienage in the 1nanner pre~cribed by 
the la~· of the Union, and thereupon shall cease to be a citizen of t he Union. 
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'l'lit• J> 1·u\ iHio1111 l ( }ov11J•111111•11L of H111·11111, 1u1 cl 1 t1Lulr1• 1<1 i,1trodu,~B itJ tl1n 
1·l in11 1L'llL ol Lit,) U 111011 11 8 011rl y ns l'"HRil>ln, 1111d 1ri un y UllHl' ,d lhin H pol'i!Jd 

0 1 onn .),L'lll' 1'1·c,111 1,11<' eo11ii 11t 1• i,il() f1, 1'<'<' ol' 111 1 • pn}Hntd1 'l1n'1 11l y, lc•gii, ln1ioJJ fc1r 11ic 
purposp of i111plu111e11bi11g t l 11• provim1,11H 1>I Lliis A1·lic·l n. 

\ WP I UI ,Jtl ~. 

~rho relnLions of ~he ~ontrnl'itng <lov01·11111 011LH in l,he splH1 t·e of J)ef i-ance 

shall be rcgulntPd O.) the \ gn'PtnPnl, couulucled b0Lwri <H1 Ll1or·n on ~~JL!i 
Augu8t, 1947, tho provisions of \\ ldl'h nre Hut 01 1t in t,I1e An11ux herP1 o and 
"hich shnll hn, (' foree und t~ffcuL n::,; i11Gl'grn l pnd.H of i,lt o present ] 1r<·td,y. 

Au 1rr0Lg 5 

The Provisjonnl Govern1n0nt of ]Jur1na renJfi1·1n U1rir ')bligat,ion to pny to 
British subjects don1icilod 011 Llie dnt,c of the en111i11g iut o 1on·e ol' the l H'P 'Pnt 

'rrenty in r-t,ny conntry other thnn India nnc.l J>nkis ta11 a ll pnns io11s, propor­
t,ionute pensious, grut.niiies, tnn i! ,\ pension fund :u1d provident, l'und pay1nonts 
and contribut,ions, lo£no salurit1s nncl otl1 Pr su1ns pnyahlu lo thc'ln fro tn 
the revenues of J3nr1na or olhf'l' fundH t11H.l<' r t ho eo11urol of t. lt e executivo 
authority oi Bnrn1n, in virtue of :1 11 pcr1odH of Herviec• pri• r 110 t-. l1nt. elute undel' 
the rules applicable i1n1ncdintely prior t,hcr0lo . 

. A .. R'r l ('L]i' (j 

'l'he contracting Govern111cnts ngrP(' thu.t t he fo 11 o\ving p rov 181on 8 shall 

constituLe a finul S('tLle1nenL of t he finrtncial qu(•st,ions dPtdt \..viLll in t his 
Article:-

1. The Provisionul Govern1nent of lh1r11u1 reuJfir111 t heir agrec1nent to 
pay over in full proceeds of t he sale of Ar1n:v (including Civil Affairs 8cr vice 
(Bur1na)) stores. The Government of the United I{ingdo1n agree to make no 
clain1 on the Provisional Governn1cnt of B ur111a for repnyinent of th e cost of 
the Uivil Affairs Adm inistration prior to th e restoration o.f civil governrnen ti. 

2. The Government of t h e U nit cd I(ingdo1n ngree to cancel £15 rnillion of 
t he sums a dvanced towards th e deficits on the Ordinary Budget and t h e 
Frontier Areas Budget. The bala11ce of the su1ns wiJl be tepaid by Burma in 
tvventy equal yearly instalmen ts beginning not later t han 1st April, 1952, no 
interest being ch argeable. Th e can cellation of this am ount of Bunna's 
indebtedness- is accepted by th e Provisional Government of Burma as a 
further cont ribut ion by th e Governn1ent of the United Kingdo1n t ov\t ards the 
restoration of Burma's :finan cial p osition and as a final liquidation of their 
clai1n in r espect of t h e cost of supp lies and services furni shed to the British 
.J\Iilitary Administrat ion in Burma. 

3. Tbe Provisionnl Government of J3urma ugroe to repay jn ful! the c;ums 
advan ced by the Governn1ent of the United J{ingdonl towards expencliturr on 
Projects (including Public Utilities, &c.). In accordance vvith existing 
agr P.e rnents , repayn1Pnt ,vHl contjnue to be n1·td\· frri1n c1nT011t rrceipts in 
excess of n ecessary outgoings nnd ,vorking capjtal and fron1 the proceeds of 
liquidation, and the balance of advances ouLstnndi ng ,vill be repaid by the · 
Provisional Governn1ent of Burrr1a in Lwent;v equal yearly instalments 
beginning not later than 1st A pri], J 052, no interest being chargen blc. 

4. The Governrnent of the Unjied I{ingdorn agree to eontinue to rein1burse 
the Provisional Governrncnt of J3urrnn. for expPnditure jn respect of-

(a) claims £or supplies and services rendered to the Bnnna Arn1y in tl1e 
Burma campaign of 1942; and 

(b) r elease benefits payable on de1nobilisation to Burn1u Arrny personnel 
for war service. 

34352 C 

5 

, 
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5 . . b~xC<!pL in so f't11· 11s Ll1 t"Y nre spc'1~d·IC' 111 1y 1nodifio<l or supe~s<ccJed hy tbe 
f(' l'l llS of t li iR 1\ nr< Ptn nti L a n.cl of 1, li n I>r~fnuec• .Agree1rH.,nL of 2.tt,1! Augi. 
l B 17, (.]11 , prov1Hio11 i-; of LIH' Fitutneinl Agrceir1ent c,J HOtlJ A1,r1J, l!J

4 
•, 

lH'L\, PL' ll t l1 e Uo\L'l'l lllH'nL o f Llit• lJ 11 i t<·d Kingclntn and tl1e Oovcrn1nent of 

Jj u1·1 nn re1 nu iu in Jurce. 

An.TIOLE 7 

(a) All contracts other t han contracts for personal service. ma~e in tbe 
e-xcreise of t,hc P:s.c•euti,re auth orit, of Bunna before the corning 1nto _force~ 
of the Constitution of the Union· of Burn1a to which any person be1ng a 
British subject do111iciled in the United I{ingdon1 or any Cor11pany, wherever 
registered, \Yhich is n1 ainly owned, or \V hich is nu1:nn~ecl and controlled 
by British subjects so don1iciled, was a pnriy, or under vvh1ch any such person 
or con1pany "~as entitled to any right or benefit, shnll as fro1n that dat,e,. have 
effect as if n1ade by the Provisionn.l Clo, crnn1ent of B urrnn . n,s . constituted 
on and fron1 that dnte; and n11 oblignt,ions that ":-ere b1nd1ng on tbe 
Provisional Governn1ent of Bur1na 11nn1edintely prjor to the said date, and 
all liabilit.jes. contrnci nal or other\Yise, to ,vhich that, Governrnent was t hen 
subject, shall, in so far as 311) such person or con1pauy as aforesaid is 
interested, devolve on t he P rovisional Gover111nent of Burn1a as so 

constituted. 
(b) I n so far as any property, or nny interest in any property vested in 

any person or authority in Bnrn1a before the con1ing into force of the 
Constitution of the Union of Bur1na, or the benefit of any contract entered 
into by any such person or authority before that date, is thereafter t r an sferred 
to, or vested in the P rovision al or any successor Government o.E Burma, jt 
shall be so transferred or vested subject to such rights as 1nn.y previously 
haye been created and still subsist therein , or in respect t hereof, 1n favour 
of any person or con1pany o.f t he status or char ttcter described in the 

preceding sub-art icle. 

ARTI CLE 8 

The contracting Governments being resolved to conclude at the earliest 
possible date a m utually satisfactory Treaty of Con1111erce and Navigation 
have agreed for a period 0£ tvvo years fro1n the date of the coming into force 
of t he present Treaty or u11til t.he conclusion of such a Treaty of Con1merce 
and ~ avigation to conduct t heir con1111ercial relations in the spirit of Nos. 1-3 
c f the E xchange of Notes annexed hereto, provided that, at any time after 
six months from t he date of the con1ing into force of the present Treatiy, 
either party n1ay give three months' notice to t ern1inate the undertaking set 
out therein. 

ARTICLE 9 

The contracting Governments agree to 1naintain postal services, including 
Air l\1ail serv~ces. and Money Order. serv.ices, on the existing basis, subject 
to any .alteration 1n 1n~t~ers ~f detail wh1c? may be arranged between their 
respective Postal A.drrnn1strat1011s as occasion may arise. 

An·rrcLE 10 

The .Provisional Government 0£ Burn1a agree to negotiate Treaty arrange-
1nents 1n respe?~ of 

1

the care and upkeep o! ,~ar cemeteries and/ or wur 
graves of the Br1t1sh Conunonwealth and E111p1rc 1n Bur1na with the Govern-
1nents represented on the Iruperial War Graves Couunission and, pending 

... Hansard, 22nd l\fay, 1947, Cols. 276-7. 
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111,goLinbion of Bt1c·h ru·r1:it1go1.no11UH, l,o r1!<~ogt1iAr1 Lh,} I rn1,qria] War (:lra,ves 

, 11n1iAsion nt; Llio Ao lo aulJhoriLy rc~Hpc1l1BihJ,, for cJ,~aHng wi1A1 81H;h war 
r•l1~nt IJ( d R nnd /01· wn1· grnvoA nnd Lo tH c•ord Lo LJ10 (~()rrnnifu;iuu 1,ho prjvjJcgeB 
St Ii ouL in N<>R. ,( n11cl r, of LJ1e ·rnxuJ1ango of' NoLcs an1 c·xnd to tho JJrnsc,nt 
rpt"l'H j \ 

A n 'r 1 u ri 111 I J 

rrho cnnLl'ncLi11g (Jovc=.n·11111onLs ,vii] UC'eord to , ,1('J1 other tbc sarne 
tn:onLnH'llt in e.ivil aviat ion rnaLLors as herPtofore, pPnding the conclusion of 
an 1\greonH'llt in regard to tl101n, provided thai~ this arrungernen1 rnay be 
t t't·n1i11nlPcl on si\. n1ont.h8' not.ice given by either sjdf~. 

ARTICLE 12 

The contracting Govorn1nents n,groe to conclude at the earliest IJO<:sjb}e 

date nn agree111ent for the avoidance of double taxation. 

ARTICLE 13 

Nothing in the present Treaty is intended to or shall in any way prejudice 
the rights and obligations ,vhich devolve or may devolve upon either of the 
contracting parties under the Charter of the United Nations or from any 
special agreements concluded in virtue of Article 43 or tbe Charter. 

ARTICLE 14 

Should any difference arise relative to the application or the interpreta­
tion of the present Treaty, and should the contracting parties fail to settle 
suclt difference by direct negotiations, the difference shall be referred to the 
International Court of Justice unless the parties agree to another mode or 
settlement. 

ARTICLE 15 

The present Treaty shall be ratified and shall come into force imn1ediately 
upon the exchange of Instruments of Ratification, which shall take place on 
the day on which Burma becomes independent in accordance with the 
appropriate legislation to be introduced in the United I{ingdom for that 
purpose. 

In witness whereof the above-nan1ed plenipotentiaries have signed the 
the present Treaty and have affixed thereto their Seals. 

Done in duplicate in London this 17th day of October, 1947. 

(Sd.) CLEMENT RICHARD ATTLEE. 

(Sd.) THAKIN NU. 
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ANNl~./ 

DEI1,Jc1NC'B J\GHI~El\lENrr HIGNED ON JD'l'll AUGUS'J', ID~J7, JN ]:tANGOON 

Gen cral 

Tnrs Defence ... \green1ent bcl\\ een the Governrnent of ]3urn1a and the 
United I(ingdo1n Ct0Yern1nent hns been free1y eonclude<l betw~en the two 
l'Ountries and is \Yithout prejudice to any l\1ilitnry alliance wh1ch 1:1ay. be 
1nade in the future bet,Yeen the Uovern1nent, of ]3urn1a nnd the Urnted 
I(ingdon1 Gover111nent. It has bee1-;i. negotiated in relation .to t,he t~ent,v of 
transfer the proYisions of which in reaard to the international obhgat1ons 
of eithe~· party

1 
the settlen1ent of disputeR nncl tio sin1ilur rnatters \Vill apply 

in respect of 'this Agree1nent subject to the pro\ isions of t,he treaty. 

Evacuation of British Troops 

2. Subject to the provisions of this Agreen1ent, the United I(ingdon1 
Govern1nent "-ill move all United l(ingdon1 troops out of Burma as soon 
as possible after the date of transfer of power. The n1argin of tin1e 
necessary to effect this 111oven1ent ,vill be a n1atter for adjustment between 
the two G0Yern1nents. The Governn1ent of Bur1na agree to afford all 
possible help and protection to His l\iajesty' s Forces in the course of this 

eyacua tion. 

Financial Concessions by the United I{ingdo11i Govern1n ent 

3. The -United IGngdon1 Governn1ent agree-

(a.) to forgo the financial c]nin1s n1ade upon ti1e Govern1nent of Burma 
in the letter to the Finance and Revenue Department of 22nd 
February, 1947, in respect of Defence charges in Burma subse­
quent to 1st April, 1947; 

(b) to make no charge in respect of the transfer of initial equipm€nt 
for the Bunna Ar1ny up to the scales agreed; 

( c) to 1nake no charge in respect of the transfer of initial maintenance 
reserves for the Bun11a Arn1y up to the agreed scales; 

(d) to transfer to the Governrnent of Bur1na free of cost fixed assets of 
the Arrn;v and the Royal Air Force ren1s,ining in Bur1na at the 
date of the transfer of power; 

provided that the transfers agreed to in clauses (b), (c) and (d) above shall 
explicitly exclude aU L end / L ease 1nuterial. 

Uniterl Kingcloni Service Aliss ion 

4. In accordance with the ,vishes of the Governn1ent of Burn1a the 
United l{ingdo1n G,overnrnent agree-

(i) to provide a Naval, 1\1ilitary and Air Force Mission to Bur1na; 
(ii) that the 1iiission \vill, provided volunteers are available include 

instructional and other stuff for service with the Bur1na 
1

forces; 
(iii) to provide training facilities in His Majesty',s establishn1ents for 

personnel of the Burma forces. 

The functions and composition of the lYiission and of instructional and 
other stu~, the te7ms _a~d con~i~i?ns of service of United l{ingdon1 personnel 
and particulars of tra1mng fac1hties to be provided will fall to be negot.iated 
separately between the two Governments. 

\ 
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As n special n.r1·:ingc,111<•td, Lu 1nceb i,l1n eir~11n1sto.,ncns g1v1ng rise iCJ this 
·-~·.oe1n~·nt, the U.nit,Pd Ki11gdo111 Gov0r11t11C't1t at'P pr,~parc·<l f o waive the coHt 

• · l 10 1\1.iRHinn, oxcl11ding inst,ruction:d a11d oi her staff tnH.l<'r (i,) above, anc1 tlv1 
ensi ol' training fncilitinR in T:liR M"njost,y'R Pfliif1blish1nents for a period of 
th1·ep years frotn LhP trnnRfer of po,vC'r 'l'IH ('C>'4t, oLlier. tl1Hn 'ff orne effective 
nnd non ,effecti, 0 chargeA, of inst-n1rtional :ind other simff for service with the 
Burn1n forces "?ill be borne by i he ]311r1na Government. 

Naval 

5. The United I{ingdo1n Governn1ent agree to transfer to the Govern­
n1ent of Burn1a free of cost the Na val vessels set out in the Appendix to 

this Agreement. 

Air Provisions 

6. Subject to the provisions of this Ag1een1ent the United I(iugdon1 

Governn1ent agree-

( a) to contribute such portion of the cost of the n1aintenance of Minga­
ladon Airfield including the cost of technical personnel as n1ay 
be agreed between the two Governn1ents; 

(b) to provide necessary technical personnel for the 1nruintenance and 
operation of this airfield at appropriate standards to be agreed 
between the two Govern1nents for such period, not exceeding one 
year, as will enable the Governn1ent of Burma to assume t his 

responsibility; 
( c) to contribute for a period of three years a sum not exceeding 

£40,000 annually t o t he maintenance at standards to be agreed 
bet"'~een the tvvo Governments of the landing grounds at Akyab 

and l\1ergui. 

Supply of War 11 aterial 

7. H aving regard to the friendly relations signified by the conclusion 
of this Agreement, the United I{ingdon1 Government agree t o give all 
reasonable facilities for purchase by t he Governn1ent of Burma of war 

1naterial. 

Undertaking of the Gov ernment of Burma 

8. The Governrnent of Burma agree-

( a) to receive a :Naval, Military and Ajr Force Mission from the United 
Kingdom Government and not from any Governn1ent outside the 

Brit ish Comn1onwealth; 
(b) t hat, in view of the close association between His Majesty's Navy 

and the Burma Naval Forces and in accordance with customary 
peace-t i1ne practice with other friendly Powers, ships of either 
navy shall have the right of entry into the ports of the other party 
upon notification direct between their respective naval authorities 

on the spot; 
( c) t hat, in view of the friendly association between the air forces of the 

two parties, military aircraft of either party shall have the right 
in accordance with customary peace-time practice upon notification 
direct between the respective air authorities, to fly over the terri­
tories of the other, and to enjoy staging facilities at airfields to be 
prescribed from time to time by agreement between the t,Yo 
Governrnents, including those referred to in Article 6; 

52 
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(d) that Iiis .. faj ·st~ 's force;8 bringing h( lJ ar d 
ugr 0111ent ,dth lhe Uo\ e1·n1nent of JJuru a < r 

ｾ＠ 1111uon,, eultlt b) agre ,111ent \\ i h tl1< (J, nu , 
\\ 1lh the <Jo, Prn1nent of that part of the Comt ,t 

afford~d all reasonab]e a istance including f c1Ii 1e 
entry into Bur111a b~.,. air, land and sea. 

F·urtlzer _ .. egotiations 

·e 

9. Nothing in this Agree111ent shall preclude either party frc rn opPning 
fre-h neg-otiations "-ith the other on an:v matter within the defence sphere~ 
but such negotiations shall not. except ~bY agreement. affect the obli!!'ations 

of either party under this Agreerr_ent. .., 

Duration 

10. The proY1s1ons of this ~~green1ent shall re1nain in operation in the 
:first instance for three ~ears :fr~rn the transfer of po"-er and thereafter 

sub3ect to tw·el-ve 1nontLs · notice on either side. 

BO LET YA., JOH~ \\-. FREE1fA.N, 

29th A uaust. 1947 . 29th A .. ugu.st. 194 7. 
., . 

..A .. PPE!\-UIX (ARTICLE 5) 

, essels now on loan which H i, ~1:aiesty 's ':}overnment :-g:ee to tra~sfer 

free of cost to the Govemn1ent oi Burma: -

One Ocean-O"oino , essel (His }iaiest'\""
1

S Government require the friQ"ate 
C O • ｾ＠

PA..L n o7." on loan but wil~ consider the offer of a corvette in 
substitution) 

Thirteen H arbour D efence 1Iotor L aunches. 
Three 90-ft 1Iotor F ishing Y essels. 
Tvo 61 ½-ft. }Io tor F ishing , ... essels. 
One 45-ft. lVIotor F ishing , essel. 
Five H arbour L aunches, P etrol. 
Six F ast 1\Iotor B oats. 
F our Cargo Lighters viz., t wo R .C.L .! two " Z '" craft). 
Two l\1otor }lines-weepers. 

Governm ent of B urnza= 
D ef ence Deparhnent. 

• 

Dear l\Ir. Freeman1 Rangoon, 29th A ugust, 194 ... 
In connexion with .Articles 4 (i) and 8 ( a) of our _.\.green1ent about the 

pron.sion of a British Xaval, }Iilitary and A.ir F orce 1Iission for B urma= 
I would like, if you agree, to place on record our e2..-pectation t hat as Burn1a 
has agreed to receive no ~ifission fro111 outside the Co1nn1on\\·ealth the 
United I{ingdom Gove~1e~t. ~ill_ do tl!eir best to proYide qualified ad,isers 
and other staff for the 1f1ss1on m sufficient nun1bers, but that if this should 
prove jmpossible through lack of volunteers or other causes. it run, becon1e 
necessary .for the t,wo Governments to take adYanta0 e of _.\.rticle g to 
terminate the provisions relating to the l\iission. b 

Yours since rel" .... 
(Signed) BO LET Y_\ 

J Freeman, Esq., ~I.B.E., M.P ., 
Chairman, Brit.ish Defence 1fission to Burma. 

• 
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B. DJd ./f> 
Bl'ilisll J)cfcnce "'1isBion lo 13unna, 

\ .. :, dl-:inr 11i11isl('l' ul' ])pfc•ncc, I?angoo11, 29llz August. HJ47 
Thnnk you fo1· youi- letter of 2Ulh August. It is, of course, the intention 

of the United J.\.i11gclon1 Uovern111ent. in concluding the Defeuce Agreement 
und :\r r t\1 rence, that it· shall be 1nade to ,vork effectively. ln the event of 
·til1e United l~ingdon1 Governrnent being unable to proYide a 111ission capable 
of cnrr?ing out it~ t,nsk eftectiively, I agree " 1ith you that a ne,,· situation 
,Yould nrise and both parties could properly re-exa1nine the 111atter in· the 
light, of Clause 9. Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) J·. FREE:\IA_ -. 
Chair1nan. 

Brit·s 1
1 Defence Jfission to Bunna. 

:\Iy dear i\1inister of Defence, . Rangoon, 29th A'ugust, 1947 
I think it son1e,Yhut belo,r the digrnty of our t\\10 G0Yern1nents to include 

in a £orn1al ugreen1ent bet\\·een then1 the latter part of Article 5 relating to 
nnYal Yessels in the latest draft of our Defence A.gree1nent. On the other 
hand, the point relating to the use and di::,posal of tl1e vesse ... s 1~ )I some 
in1portance. and l suggest that instead of "Tlting it into the ag1ee1nenti you 
should let n1e ha'\e an ackno"·ledgen1ent of t,h1s t1resent letter, and in it 
place on record the fact thnt yom· Governn1ent ht~S agreed that the na,al 
Yessels reierred to in the A.ppendix to Clause 5 ot the Defence ~lgreeme~1; 
shall only be en1ployed for Go,ernn1ent purposes and shall not be sold for 
comn1ercial or other uses. Yours sincerel'\. 

To the Hon. Bo Let Ya, 
Counsellor for D efence, 

Go--rern1nent of Bm'ma, 
Rangoon. 

t Signed) J OHX FREE1fAN. 

~il dear =.\ir. r''ree1nan. Rangoo>z. 29th A .. ugi .. st. 1947 
I ackno,,.-ledge "·ith thanks your note of to-da~·s date. 
The Go,ernn1ent of Bur111a ha,e agreed that the na_Yal ,esse:s referred 

to in the A.ppendix to Clause 5 of the Defence ~l green1ent shall only be 

en1ploved for GoYernrnent, p urposes and shall not be sold for co111n1erL:ial 
or other uses. Yours sincerE!ly, 

\Signed) BO LET Y-~· 
To J. F reen1an. E sq .. l\I.B .E., i\I.P .. 

Ohair1nan, Briti::,h Defen ce i\Ii~~ion t o Burn1a. 

No. 1 

j[r. C. ll . . 1ttlcl t o Tha7,4 in ]\"'u 

10 Downing trect1 

1;..: London. 17th October. 194, 1v1r. 

\ \ ~ ITH a ,-i0,,· to t he 1110 t :fri0ndl,, counnercial relations ,Yith the ne,\· 
independent :State of Burinn. ihe G0Yern111ent of the l~nited J~ingdon1 are 
desirous to conclude a Con11nercial Treuts \Yith the least Jlos "ible deln;y, but 

53 
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rvrdiBL 1 hnL LhP co111pl ·x 11uf Ul'P of tHl<'li r1 'f1rPtity 111uJH Hit frnpossiblc, to ho P 
fo co111p]eLo J1('got11dioni; h<'f<H'P Lilt epuiing juto force of tlH~ Cous1itu 
of ihl' n1011 oi Hu1·111n. AL LIH' HILltJP fi11H' ilu• <Jovc·1nrr1<-nt of th, Un11( .. d 
Kingdorn nr Alll', f '1111, I hu PrnviHiu11ul Ouvu1·n111eut of Hunna hnrc- tlu•jr view 
lhut Lh( eo1nt1a•reiuJ r·olnLions of tllu 1 wo couuf,ri<*B should n()t b,_; Jr fL c-ntir, Jy 
111n·lgt1latPcl i1t ilil 11H1t11l1i111 • a11d ll1n11 suiln.bJo i1rauHHiou11J nrtu.ngern<~nt 

cnnnoL but h Ip tl1t •011 ·lusjon of Lt 1l1u111aJly satisfacLoty 'J1rl·u.ty d,t tJ8, ad, u 
dnir, us possiblt'. 

2. I hove thPrcfore to express t,he l1ope that the ProvisionaJ ()overn1nent 
of Bur1tHl \\jll uot during i,his i11teri1u perjocl take action ,vhich v1ou]d 
prejudicially affect existing United ]{jngdon1 h1terests in ]3nrina in the 
legitiruate couducb of the businesses or professions in ,vhich they are now 
engaged, ancl that if the Provisional (}overn111ent of ]3urn1a, in the for111uJation 
of national policy, are convinced that such action 1nust be taken in any 
particular case they " rill consult ,vith the Governn1ent 0£ tbe United l(ingdo1n 
in advanee ,,·ith a vie,v to reaching a 1nutuuJly satisfacto~·y settle1ne11t. For 
their part the Governn1ent of the United I{ingdo1n \Yill be glad to observe the 
san1e principles in regard to the trenhnent of Burn1an interests in the United 
l(ingdon1. 

3. If the Provisional Govern1nent of Burn1a agree ,vith the foregoing 
proposals, I suggest that this letter nnd your reply should constitute an 
understanding bet,veen our t'\\10 Govern1nent,s to that effect. 

The H on 'ble Thakin Nu, 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant. 
(Sd.) C. R. ATTLEE. 

Pri111e l\f inister of the Provisional 
GoYernment of Bur1na. 

No. 2 
" 

Thakin Nu to )Jr. C. R. Attlee 

Sir, London, 17th October, 1947 
I have the honour on behalf of the Provisional Govern1nent of Burn1a to , 

ackno"·ledge receipt of your letter of to-day's date. The Provisional Govern-
ment of Burma share the vie,v of the Government of the United l(ingdom 
that the commercial relations of the two countries should not be left entirely 
unregulated during the pericxl ,vhich " rill elapse between the coming into force 
of the Constitution of the Union of Burma and the conclusion of a mutually 
satisfactory Treaty of Commerce and Navigation. The Provisional Govern-
ment of Burma therefore agree, subject, to paragraph 2 belo,v, that they will 
not take action which would prejudicially affect existing United Kingdom 
interests in Burma in the legitimate conduct of the businesses or professions 
in which they are now engaged. The Provisional Governrnent of Burma 
also agree that if convinced of the necessity of such action in any particular 
case they "rill consult with the Government of the United l{ingdom in 
advance with a view to reaching a mutually satisfactory settlement, although 
there may be occasional cases of emergency in which full prior consultation 
is impracticable and only short notice can be given to the United Kingdom 
Ambassador. The Provisional Government of Burma note with satisfaction 
that the Government of the United Kingdom 'Yill observe the same principles 
in regard to the treatment of Burman interests in the United Kingdom. 
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2. I l,nvt' lio\VUV< 1· L<> 1'xplni11 l1l1nL Ll1u 11t1det'Lulcing givon jn Lho Jireceding 
l • ~,·nplt 11111F.-di b1\ 1•1 ad nH Htd>juclJ Lo 1,1, u fH'ovisionH of U1B O,inetitu1,ion of 
t,h<' Union uf Bu1·n,a HR 11<1\\. 11dopl1od, t1t1CI i11 pnrf1ie11lar 110 l;ltq poJicy c,f Stat,~ 
~l)<

1 1;1liRn1 i,ltu1·ui11 <'111d,11i11t 1d Lo ,vl1iel1 1ny Uovun1JYJ1H1L iH c<>1n111jtt,~d. Jf 
Ito\\ t'\ L'l' tlio itnplt'll1011Lnbio11 or Lliu proviH1011H of: Ar11ieles 2!3 (<l) ancl (!3), !10, 
~IH. n1· ~~ID o.r Ll1<' l'onHLiLllt~iou should in vol vu tliu expr,,pria,ti()n <1r ucq1Jisjtion 

in \\ hol' 01· in pn.d, nf' P ·isLing Ut1iL1·cl Kingdon1 inLcresLs in Burrna, the 
P1·0, IHto.nnl (1n, L'lllHlullL of l~111·rr1u ,Nill provide oquitnble c:ornpensation to the 
pl11·i,it:'S n fff'CLt'd 

H. .Finally I sugg·l'RL Lltnt, in Ho fnr nH qt1(1stions ru·jso ,;vl1ich, in the 
npinion ot' eiliher (}o\('l'nn1ent, do not appropt:inLcly fall within tJ1e scope of 

thl' preceding ptn·ngrnphs ol' this lettel', these should be cliH·usse<l by repre­
scntnli, L'S oi our t,,o Govcrn1ucnts, and decided in nceorclnne<:· witl, the 
o·encr,11ly ncceµtccl prinriples of int.ornntionnl ln,v and ,vit;h mod0rn inter-
t:i • 

nt1tionnl practice. 

I have the hono11r io be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servnni;, 

(Scl.) T!-IAI{IN NU. 

The Right Hon. C.R. Attlee, C.H., M.P., 
Pri1ne l\Iinister 0£ the United I(ingdorn 

of Great Britain nntl Northern Irelnnd. 

No. 3 

}Jr. () R. Attlee to Thak.in Nu 

10 Downing Street, 
Sir, London, 17th October, 1947 

I have the honouT, on behalf or the Government of the United Kingdo1n, 
to ackno"rledge receipt of your letter of to-day's date. The Government of 
the United Kingdom welcome both the Provisional Gover111nent of Bm·n1a's 
acceptance of the suggestion contained in n1y previous letter and their 
assurance or equitable compensation to United Kingdom interests in the 
circumstances set out in paragraph 2 of your letter. The Govern1nent of the 
United Kingdom readily accept the suggestion contained in paragraph 3 of 
your letter. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

The Hon'ble Thakin Nu, 
Prime ~.finister of the Provisional 

Government of Bur1na. 

No. 4 

Your obedient Servant, 
(Sd.) C. R. ATTLEE. 

Thakin N'l.l to Mr. 0. R. A.ttlee 

Sir, London, 17th October, 1947 
In connexion with Article 10 0£ the Treaty signed by us to-day, I have 

the honour to inform you that, pending the conclusion of a formal Agreement 
"'"ith the Governments represented on the Co1umission, the Provisional 
Government of Burma agree to permit the Imperial \,Tar Graveb 
Commission- · 

(1) To lay out, construct and 1naintnin the ,var ce1neteries and/or ¥.·tn· 

graves in accordance with their usual practice. 

·4 
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1 ｾ＠

rl'o <·11'1nv !'11 11s1. fr00 ()f: c·osL, "f 1}11• Hii, .. s of HlH~h wu.r cf•rn,}i<· ·# 

• ,1 1 I 1 ] ] I. J ) 
:u1cl/()t'\v11r gntvcs for B<, long as t rie,y arn usec so£ .Y as eern,, s 

and/ or graves. . , 
1.'u np poi11t n11 d n1aiuiini11 stuff to carry 01dJ Lho1r wo1·k anc] oc.cupy 

tho ucco111111odntjo11 requil'nd for 11he purpuse of their operatir>ns. 
To irnvorb free or duty such 111aterials and j,npJernents as 111ay be 

reqnirecl for the carryjug out of their ,vork. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

The Right Hon. C. R. Attlee, C.H., iVI.P ., ( Scl.) TiiAKIN NU. 
Prime 1Iinister of the United Kingdo1n 

of Great Britain and Northern lreland. 

~o. 5 

"l\Ir . 0. R. Attlee to Thakin }lu 

10 Downing Street, 
Sir, London, 17th October, 194 7 

I have the honour to ackno·wledge the receipt of your note of to-day's date 
regarding the treatment which the Provisional Govern1nent of Burn1a propose 
to accord to the In1perial vVar Graves Co1nmission pending the conclusion of 
a formal agreement on the subject, and to state that the arrangernents therein 
recorded have been noted with satisfaction by the Govern111ent of the United 

Iungdom. 
I have the honour to be, 

.. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
The H on 'ble Thakin Ku, (Sd.) C. R. ATTLEE. 

Prime Minister of t he Provisional 
Government of Bur1n a. 

" 

PROTOCOL OF SIG~ATURE 

, Ox the signature this day of the Treaty bet"v\een the Government of the 
United lvngdom of Great Britain and :Northern Ireland and the Provisional 
Government of Burma the undersigned plenipotentiaries declare as follo\\'S :-

Ra-vi.ng regard to the close adn1inistrativa relations which have hitherto 
existed between then.1, and the fact that it may not in every appropriate 
case have proved possible by the appointed date to complete such alternative 
arrangements as 1nay be needed, the G0vernn1ent of the United l(ingdorn 
and the Provisional Governn1ent of Burma affirm their intention to 
co-operate to ensure that, pending t.he cornpleticn of such arrange1nents, the 

111ini1r1um of adn1inistrative inconvenience and disturbance shall be caused 
t0 one another. 

(Sd.) CLElvIENT RICHARD ATTLEE. 

(Sd.) TIIA.l(I~ NU. 
17th October, 1947. 

Wt. 1186/87 10/47 F.O.P. 34352 
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