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Letter from Philip John Noel-Baker on the Ceylon independence
celebrations (London, 3 March 1948)
 

Caption: In a letter dated 3 March 1948, the Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations, Philip John
Noel-Baker, describes the festivities held to mark the independence of Ceylon on 10 February 1948.
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in ly h birth 
of f1-- _ n. t1 ~, n we 1 h to opl 
of Ce~lon of our 'ullest co~oper t1on in p omotin 
friendship and mutual un4eratand1ng 
foundation.a ot hioh h ve already 
recent vie1 t to Pak1atan of the 1 r1 
Qeylcm. e aleo asure them of our 

• Ree•- 1111m recalled the long and 

honourable/ 
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honour hi t r l ~1u t,lle gre t c tur~ l 
1 t chnic l uch Jv m~n s of herq 1ci t civ~ 

atio • H mph is d the bt~ad l?O ..,r SS in vual 
tl~ust b 1J1 e Bri ti h and Ceylon in the pa t 15 
y r , d sp l'" o tl1e many \V r1n p rson 1 ic d-

1 ps ,. 11 • ah had 1"lovm. 1 loolc a. :ror 1 rd to t e 
con ~i uanc o:e 11 se happy I elations v h e1Jlbt;rs 

or th · Goloni 1 Of£iQ, ev n tho1gh ~h excuse of 
busin s no lon ... er brou ,ht th m t o~~th r 

n con.l ci ep cch w. or11 ox1lained 
Un.t t d .t inb'd.om Cove1"'.n.ment rere ha l! t:Lng bac 

th_, so er ignt r 1hich t,l1e p o of· !Jeylon. had "ven 
ov r in r~ust b t e ' re ty o: 1815, r: co L ,1 nt d., 

t E>O 1 le11 l on th :t':i.deli t, -1. th ,·hici1 the J 1 ted 
i g 01n l1 Jlll ~ill d its obli ati011s. i't 1~ pay1n 

t1.,.ibu to tl1e ... siutanc lwrUCh h lu countl"'Y hAd 
r~c·ei"'Ted from the .,oloni l O':Cice, ~r. Corsa xpr ased 
h · co 1~id.anc t at tl10 f ·,1 dshi 10. 1n t al resuect 

• hich had • r ~ed t~1e r 1 tion.i be ~en Cc lon d 
the Uni ed ~--- 1~ then st ,01lc i er a e ~ith 
the a~ ~~ylon dtV loncd her o,n 

c s ir1 l1er o m tay, :roJ: th benefit 
o o ,n a the pcopl s o h \ 01,,ald. 

' 
1. rhc b o:r r.-"11 pe ·ches deli r red 

C, d t be n tel p d to th ress .. 
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