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Letter from Saville Garner to Arthur Snelling on the unilateral declaration
of independence by Southern Rhodesia (18 November 1964)
 

Caption: On 18 November 1964, Saville Garner, Permanent Under-Secretary of State at the Commonwealth
Relations Office, sends a letter to Arthur Snelling at the Commonwealth Office in which he deplores the fact
that Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian Smith seems set to make a unilateral declaration of independence for
Southern Rhodesia. He is particularly concerned that this will lead to the country’s economic collapse.
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Sir A. Snelling 

Rhodesia 

Coples to .: -

P r.i va te Secretary 
Minister of Sta t e 
Mr. l atson 

In the cou rse of a tal k at lunch with 

Sir Ronald P rain he expressed the view that there 

was u l timately no hope of avoiding a unilateral 

de c lar ati on by Souther n Rhodesia. He was not sure 

that Mr . Smith himself wished to take this drastic 

step , bu t he knew that he would be replaced if he 

did not do s o. Admittedly the timing was uncertain 

and c oul d be any time either in the inunediate futu r e 

o r p erhap s s ome months ahead. His information was 

that Mr . Smith positively did not intend to come to 

Londo n. 

Si r R. Prain said that he wished he could see 

some possibility for negotiation, or some p r ospec t 

of the Southern Rhodesia Government dropping an 

immediate demand for independence. Unfortunately, 

he saw no prospect of either since "the tough boy s 

held the whip hand" . 

In his v i ew, i f a uni l a t e r a l dec l a r ation were ｾ＠

dec l a r ed, the futur e e c onomy of Southe r n Rhode s ia 

woul d depend f a r more o n i ts r e l a tionship with Zambia 

than o n any action in the eco nomi c f ield taken by 

Bri tain. ( He s a id he was not e xp e rt in thi s f i e ld, 

bu t wa s sceptical whether a refu sal on our p a r t t o 

purchase tobacco would really have t he ma jor eff e c t 

that was expected in London). But if the economi c 

links with Zambia were cut, then the whole e conomy 

of Southern Rhodesia would collapse. (Admitte dly, 

the economy of Zambia would be in an even worse 

plight). 

On Kaunda's attitude he said he unders tood t hat , . 

in his talks with Ministers here, the Pre s ide~t ha d 

indicated that he was prepared to go the whole wa) , 
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if necessary, ugainst Southern Rho<lcsi.a jn the event 

or a u.D.I. S.ir R. Praln admitted that, of course, 

the Zambia Government would be under very strong 

pressure, hut he hod had prlvate talks with Kaunda 

and thought there wns a strong prospect that 

Kaunda, while bc.Lng forced to make loud noJses 

against i\lr. Smith's action and to deplore trading 

with "rebels", might nevertheless take the line that 

what prJvatc enterprise dJd was its own affair, and 

that he could not interfere. This would mean, }n 

practice, that the companies would be able to 

obtain thejr supplies from Southern Rhodesia and to 

export their products through the Rhodesia railway 

system. Sir R. Prain commented that if they were 

given five years, no doubt alternative plans could 

be worked out for the supply of power to the 

copper belt and for the export of its products, 

but that it was "moonshine" to think that practicable 

alternatives would be possible in a shorter period. 

(SAVILLE GARNER) 
18th November, 1964. 
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