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Telegram from the British Foreign Office on Sudanese independence
(London, 16 September 1955)
 

Caption: On 16 September 1955, the British Foreign Office sends a telegram to the British Embassy in Cairo
in which it sets out its position on the process of independence in Sudan and advises Egypt not to oppose
Sudanese independence.
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2. Th question arises, what p rt i ny th 

int rn tionnl Supervisory Commission should play. 

is to e no pl biscite nd no election for constitu t ssenbly, 
the in lem nt in the origin l purpos dis p._.,.,. . ..- • On th 

other hand, th Sudanes Government rna.y feel that they will in 

in public reputation by findings ne us or t~is instrunent. 

If 1t has nothing to do ith the elections and is only t 
"sup rvis th aking of the constitutiontt it is uch or 

liuited field and th gentle n ppointed would no doubt 

ohos n ith this in view. 

3. If, how v r, Nasser does not s em attr ct d by this 

approach, you should remind hiu that at nny rate, cannot go 

buclr on our publicly declared support of the plebiscite. You 

ight even hint to him thnt it would be very nbarra.ssinc for 

him if our Del proposals becone known. Hotrever ue should EUch 

prefer to act in loyal partnership with hi in th tutu in 

th natter of th Sudan. It would b best for us all in the 

lon run. 

4. I you think that Nasser is hesitating nJJout early 

indep nd nc primarily becaus he fears he uill not get a 

satisfactory a.gr ent on Nile aters you should add that uo fully 

underst nd his pre- occupation 't7i th this prohleo. If you think it 

useful, you may tell htra we should be ready to take part in further 

talks if this \7ould help. (Sepa.ra.t telegra.m on this subj ct 
follows) . But you should warn hin that in our exp ri nee, 

which is quite considerable, of giving free constitutions to 

countries lon under tutelary control, you are much mar likely 

to get hat you want if you treat them generously nd show 

confidence in them. In any case , we think it ould be a nista.ke 

f rom Egypt' s point of view to link settlenent of the Wat rs with 

the future constitutional position of th Sudan. Th twill 

only lead to perpetual friction . 
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