
1/4

Address given by David Rees-Williams at the Ceylon independence
ceremony (10 February 1948)
 

Caption: On 10 February 1948, David Rees-Williams from the Colonial Office gives an address during the
festivities held to mark the independence of Ceylon.
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YOUNG Nr1TION ITT:r }_ N0P11!J CULTURE 11 

Sp~aklng ~t the r,Jc :ption ,~iven ·hy the Ceylon '1overnment 

at the Savoy on Tuusda;v 0VE.f11in~ (February 1 o) to celebrate 

Ce~,:lon'G rittainmunt of' Domlnion 

State for tho Cnlonits) said: 

r' • '' ·t U '' IJ \J(..i I L) ' 

11

Toni1ht. iivO o.re c lebPc.tinf, an cv .nt o:' uniq_Lh., signj_fi -

cr.nc(; in the hlsto:r·y of' th0 Bi.~i tiGh Commonweal th. Por tho 

:rirst time.s- a colony not settled b;r B-ritish peo,]le 11:.is emere:cd 

as 8- member or thf Co,nmonweal th. ~Gin the Colonial Office 

view this as ~n older oroth~r E,t ~is younger brothLr's 21st 

birthday po.rty , Our b, oth~.{· has com~ of age . Ceylon has 

been l1;i ven the key oi' thu door~ nnd is ,1ow a fully-fledged 

member of t;1e f .. -unily. 

"This young Nation can. 7 hov,c:vuP.!' bl"}C'St of ap old civilisa­

tion und ｾ＠ nobl~ cultur~ . 

SinhalbSt. ,..,,r~ :reo:. a.rchitvcts and ··rvc".tt D.Ptists .. The 

irrif.,al,ion syst0m t~l t brought \r_...ter Lo AnuraclhJ._pu:ac. \/8.S a 

m2sterpiec~ of l,ngin0srin~ ctill . It is b0.:ne rclstored. and 

the j un";l •, --~ro 11n0 it cl u ........ l,cl; · u1J. it tllay bu tho t in on 

indc.pen6.en.t C8ylon thL [,rie:.' t clr:ys of ,illt1rndhapur. vill come 

again. 

Ceylon. J.t ri-s Of~ ·n :J 1id t:i:1 t Portu, 1 :1 gov'v Ceylon n 

·i:oll, 1 nd eri.vc,. her Dutch lnw 

and. Dui:,cL ::...rci.1t~ctu r e, B~· i ., in i!'V1,.; 1J.1." cricket . I think 

it is only f'n i r , ho1 v e p, 1, o cl a i111 -..,h t Brita in ills o gt'VG 

ho..:;r her C JllSti t!Jt i on . 

t1Th e 150 y c.: rs, of Br itish rul o i J C y l on wE.-re r.1r.rlcud by 

;~ 
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e stLady progre::su in ~Autuc..!l trus .... bc.t /Ct~n thi.; Britioh ,. nd 

the Sinhal s • Thv Sinhalesu offici~ls under the British 

Ag,.,nts of' Gov8rnmt.;nt ,,,~rL e.li;,~~Ys , .... i Ivi ... • wide jurisdiction, 

and ust:;d their """ower f'or the good of ~.ht.; peo)lo . As 1'or th(, 

British, tht.,ir policy was summed UT) H~O years ago by 

Gov...:rnor Sir Thomi:-i.s i.1~i tlcnd Wht;n hv '3n.id: ' The sol e objec t 

of' GovtJrnmcu t i o 2::Jd o.lw:1ys ou,i.;ht to b .. ., to ensure the 

1,,ros:pcri ty of' the Islnnd 9 solely tL.rou, h the medi um 01~ 

generally incrtA1sing the pronpt.Jri ty f nd hafpiness of the 

p8ople . ' 

11
In I,;r . Sen:1nnyakc Ceylon hns :f'o1Jnd u. leudtJr of' wisdom 

r-nd nbili t.Y . A c h~rmi11g incident occur:Ped du.L"'ine; his l, .... st 

v isit to this country . Ar11oni{ "LhG othLt' diversions arranged 

for him w.-...s E -visit to tho Zoo, rind tlllr(:; he spotted a f i ne 

u:_)stf'.nding 6le:phant . To th8 deli~ht ,~ ~is fri~nds ~n d th0 

surpr.isc o:f the other vi s i tops!) Mr . Sc11~tnny2.ke m2rc h Jd up to 

it and spoke to it in Sinhales~; whcr.,upon the eluph2nt 

obediently knelt down ~nd invited him to mount ! 

At C~ylon I had my f i rs t 

introduction to thG ~--st· 
J..:JC,., ' 

the ,.xotic Vt.;g-=; t ~ti c,n, the vi v i d 

colours!) the sl,rong lir-~t, th0 busy , c;ri..y, brightl y dressed 

p~opl~ mcde a d~ep impress i on on my mino - not l essened by 

the sight of L Mn!lgo ) r ec s l ov,l v rising i'rom n rathor tilde r ly 

lookinr7 St.,cd J• Il(,Fl. t h ::. s ilk poc~-=~t 1:21yl.ku1·chiE.f . 

"'Vell, t h~ tim , h o.s c om·~ fc,r uc ir thr, Coloniol O:fi'ice 

of'f icie l ly t o t ··k ~ le'-" V'"J of' \tll ou r fr.:.r.xids in o.nd f' r om 

;.,.na indt, ~d wo 1'H1vc~ m.nny v,oP6.. p r> i (·n ds , not the 

l e,c st of th..,m l '.ir . rnd .,I.cR . Core,.. 9 'illr Hos~ c.n d Hos tess . 

ful t,) t .. ,.,m for f~iv1n'2' us t ..... in r~)port1 .1.l ,',r to f'.J.,u.rt Ceyl on 
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c ! cnn· l !\(; f'f vl 11 , 1 for h r· f ll tu r' . 
''Pin ll J ' 

m•1y I r• mincl Mr- • C r•r· 

no lcn .r th,, JCCLI, l J bu. 111 0 • t 

W ,11ld \" lc,..,m v·i o Lt for ll V l ,, t 

tlH m Jt 1
, 1 .ii ,ClJS[ ic,n or· c 1 :r , , i O 

locl. l n ..., 1y ., L rn wn. 11 

C ..., NI/iL 01
1
1 TC~ I RESS 81:0T r UN, 

C 1 < n 1. 1 01 i c • 
7 

r. r t Gr, l t 1. G t r I t , 
J • ¥1 o 1 I 

u '(J ) J' ty . 

,ll t nfw t.h t 

( (.I • , nd ) I ur, 

Tl r r \(1 OlL; 

'1' - · WHI , 1t,(. l•,x n . If; i, r u7 1 Jl,. I ,1<.l I 1!:, • 

J l (, b r 

VI 

n.m L,y , 


