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Letter from Johannes Strijdom to Anthony Eden on the independence of
the Gold Coast and its admission to the Commonwealth (London, 5 July
1956)
 

Caption: On 5 July 1956, the Prime Minister of South Africa, Johannes Gerhardus Strijdom, sends a letter to
British Prime Minister Anthony Eden in which he criticises the United Kingdom’s position regarding the Gold
Coast. Johannes Strijdom expresses his scepticism at the country’s future independence and admission to the
Commonwealth.
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Union of 3outh A~rica 

De8.J."l P1.,ime i7i nister, 

South Afl,,ica House, 
TPt,falgru'") uquare, 

Lone.on, ,, . c. 2. 

5th tJclly, 1956. 

1 n your letter of the 3rd July, 1956, yr,u state: -
"If ~he pPese~t P1')ime Iiioieter o::' the Gol d Coast , 
DP. 1~run1al1, 1s returned, we lc1101v that he wi 11 
introduce a motion calling for full self-
gove::.~c .11° n\ --li thin the Conw1on'veal th. '2:1he United 
!'_1ng~r r -overnrnent ere con1rnitted to give effect to 
such a mlltion i f it is l)assed by a reasonable 

. . t lt n1aJor1 y . 

In vi ev-1 of the above underta.l<ing of your Government 
it ···oulG. appee,r thct we e,re confronted with a fait accomi,li, 
anc. tn..r .. t !,efuse .. l to ag1'")ee at this sta e \'1oul d place the 
Uni tecl ~i ngC.on Gove:.:nment in a veP.J en1barr&ssi ng l)OSition. 

lf it v1ere 111erely a matter of grant in° self
government OP ~ull indepenuence to a colony or dependency 
of the United I{ingdo1n, tl1a;t y1ould of course be a matter 
f'or the decision only of the United :tingclorn, but where as 
in the case 01· the Gola Coast the granting of 
indenendence is cou1Jled with an un0erta.:in r to adn1it 
such- new State into ... the Com1onr1eal th , then in my opinion 
it is a matter in regard to which prior consultat:Lon wi tl1 
I,1er1ber States shoulcl take place before your Government 
cormnit thff1selves . In this case yom, I-Ii~l1 CornI1issioner 
in South Africa infor, 1ec1 us that the Gol d. Coost ,,ro11 ld 
l)rob£>bly ask t'l be admitted to membersllili of the_ 
Co11l!',1orn'!ealtb but the Union Government \WE no"\:, DB red to 
expy,ess their vi.f:l',IS, ·. •i t.h the res11l t.1>nt :predicament Ln 
v,~-.i ch ,~,e no' , fin c o rse 1 ves. 
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the present Meeting and rr~a~u~g~ge~s~tntinia~~==;;tnme:::;u~ei~t w 

would be for you to write to eac- Pr1 e ¥1n1at 

letter to which he would reply. 

then be on record and w uld 

consultation later. 

l enol sea dr tt. 

have a wora with Strijlem~•t----

the m tt r is to be dia» a 
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and i~ tg~1~a~~0~rf~1
·~-- v~F strongly urge thrt in future 

r depenoenc ｾ＠ _. irn1 ?I' request from any other ' 
qi•r· ·. Y or the lTmted K111gdom, prior agreement be 
Sv,f~:\ a} ?etween ?Our Govern1 lent a,nd other Hei,ber 

~, e ore your Govern1nent co1nmi t then1Sel ves . 

Our fear ' , ,ell- founded l tllinlc is tbnt the 
1"1,~p~a~ion of th~ Goh CoDSt , ex~eiTt, for a'"small minorit 

.1. . ,) et ~o und. ye loped and r1oll t1c3ll~/ immature that the 
g~a.m,111 • o,:· full 1ncte11endence and concurrent admission to 
tLe Comi

0

10n.1eal th rmnlc. ci•eate a dangernus position -for all 
c~nce:r_:nvd . ,~n any c~,se it c~~e0tes an ur:idesirabl e 
PI e?~c:i-ent.. .le ::>re of the 0111111011 that 1t1 the case of a 
poll,,1cal rnm~~ure and lergely undevel oped countr.11 like the 
Gold Cl"'ast , r1n1cl1 ha.s been granted inde].Jendence with full 
porier to manage its orm aff3,i rs , there shoulG. fimt be a 
test in.., pei-ioc;_ , before the followi ng step is talzen of 
ad.mi t.t i nq i _!=· to 1nembershi 1) of the Con1

1

rio n\lleal th . 
ｾ＠ ｾ＠

lll vie\'/ of' th 0 fact , ho·1ever , that your' Government 
are co.1!?1i tted not only to grn,nt full self- governm

0

nt , but 
also concurrent ad.I ii ssi on to the Commo1T1ealth , and that 
refusal by us s:t this stage y1ould rla,ce your Government 
in aver? awk•·1arQ position , the "'..Tnion Government are _ 
·ore-rared to g;ive their consent , o,lthough vie are convinced 
ih

2
t the roposed e,ct-" on i s for the reasons stated above , 

both -premature end i ll-advised. 

Tn vie,·1 or' +,he im}?orta,nce o::· this matter I sho,11 be 
0lad. i.::' you ·.m11lct ki n' l ? bri np- t he view of' t he Government 
Of the ~rni n of South Ji.fri ca to t he not~ce of t he Fri me 
1:i1-:isters of Cano.da , Austr alia , tiew Zea.lanu and the 
Central African Federati on respecti vely. 

Sincerel y Yours . 

J . G. S1RIJDOl~t 
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would be for you to write to each Prine Ministe1 

lett6r to which e would reply. The matter w 1 

then be on reco1 .. d and w uld pav t e way r r 

consultation later. 

I enolos a dratt. 

have a w rd with Strij4Pl 'bereI'I~.· 

i em tt r is t be 41• 


