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Kenya Coastal Strip Agreement (8 October 1963)
 

Caption: In anticipation of Kenya’s independence on 12 December 1963, the governments of the United
Kingdom, Kenya and Zanzibar sign an agreement under which Zanzibar agrees to cede the Kenyan coastal
strip to Kenya, without compensation.
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KENYA 
COASTAL STRIP 

Agreement between the Government of the United 

Kingdom, His Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar, the 

Government of Kenya and the Government 

of Zanzibar 

Presented to Parliament by the Secretary of State for the Colonies 

by Command of Her Majesty 

October 1963 

LONDON 

HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE 

PRICE EIGHTPENCE NET 

Cmnd~ 2161 
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• 11,. G , ............ ,n.... n1 d Uri.. n,t b day of to er 1963 bet\\1een The Right 

n 1r 1 bI andy~... .P . ., one of Her 1ajesty s rincipal Secre-

f 1 t .. n b half )f Her aje ty Queen Elizabeth I His Highness 
bin ,..halifa Sultan of Zanzibar Jon10 enyatta 

n behalf f the Governn1ent. of Kenya and 

· 1ister of Zanzibar on behalf of the Governn1ent 

t Zauzi ar: 

'h-=-rea:s ~. en _i\green1eut 111ade on behalf of Her [ajesty Queen ictoria 
n 14th June l 0 '--' rith Hi'"' Highness Sultan Se). id Ali bin Said it \Vas 

a.rr oo. am'"~ ..... g ,..,.~_her thi:af:.., .. that His Higl1ness:s dominions should be 
.__. --- ｾ＠ ....... 

la ~d un "'er He~ ! a.jes9 "s p~ tection : 

}\n ｾ＠ "'hereas ~- ｾ＠ an Agreen1ent n1ade on behalf of Her ~t!ajesty Queen 

i 't, ria , 11 l dt.h ..._, ~---ember 1 ｾｾＺ＠ ,vith His Highness Sultan Seyyid Hamed 
bin Th" :n i"" ~ra~ agreed tl1at His Highness·s possessions on the mainland 

i ｾｾｩ＠ ｾ＠ and the adia 'ent islands. exclusive of Zanzibar and Pen1ba. should .. . -

- e :::::-illC:.::::.3red b.1 2Eicers ap1;0inted direct by Her Majesi.y's Government 

3n tb.2.: 3 errii:2!:e-: are at present being administered accordingly as part of 

Kenva undz=ir the nan e Lf the Kenya Protectcrate : . 

-~d \\.:heriez..s by an E:x:change of Letters c2ncluded in London on 5th 

Oc;..o er 196.3 benveen the Prime lvlinister of Zanzibar and the Prime 
~finisr~r of Kenya the Go -emn1ent cf Kenya entered into certain under
~kings c2:1eefillilg the protection, after Kenya has attained independence, 

'"': the m1~rests o: His Higbness·s present subjects in ihe Kenya Protectorate 

and their de-ccndclilts : 

Novf T IB:EREFORE it is hereby agreed and declared that on the date \vhen 

Kenjr.a become.: independent-

1 _ the territories comprised in the Kenya Protectorate shall cease to 

form part of His Highness's dominions and shall thereupon form part 

of Ken5ra · 

_ , the ""':\greement of 14th June 1890 in so far as it applies to those 

territories and the Agrieement of 14th Decen1ber 1895 shall cease to 

have effect. 

Marlborough House 

Londoa 

8th October I 963. 

Signed 

DUNCAN SANDYS. 

SEYYID J AMSHID BIN ABDULLA. 

}OMO KENYATTA. 

M. SHAMTE. 
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LETrER FROM TIIE PRIME MINISTEJ~ OU, KE YA TO 1HE 

PRIME MINISTEI{ OF ZANZ BAR 

London, 

5th October, I~~? 

My Dear Prime Minister, 

I have the honour to refer to discussions held between our respective 
Governments on the subject of the future of the _Kenya Prote~torate (the 
Coastal Strip) and to place on record the following undertakings by the 
Government of Kenya in relation thereto:-

(1) The free exercise of any creed or religion will at all times be safe
ouarded and, in particular, His Highnesses's present subjects who 
~re of the Muslim faith and their descendants will at all times be ' 
ensured of complete freedom of worship and the preservation of 
their own religious buildings and institutions. 

(2) The jurisdiction of the Chief Kadhi and of all the other Kadhis 
will at all times be preserved and will extend to the determination 
of questions of Muslim law relating to personal status (for example, 
marriage, clivorce and inheritance) in proceedings in which all parties 
profess the Muslim religion. 

(3) Administrative Officers in predominantly Muslim areas should, so 
far as is reasonably practicable, themselves be Muslims. 

(4) In view of the importance of the teaching of Arabic to the main
tenance of the Muslim religion, Muslim children will, so far as is 
reasonably practicable, be taught Arabic and, for this purpose, the 
present grant-in-aid to Muslim primary schools now established in 
the Coast Region will be maintained. 

(5) The freehold titles to land in the Coast Region that are already 
registered ,vill at all times Le recognized, steps will be taken to 
ensure the continuation of the procedure for the registration of new 
freehold titles and the rights of freeholders will at all times be 
preserved save in so far as it may be necessary to acquire freehold 
land for public purposes, in which event full and prompt comp en· 
sation will be paid. 

I have the honour to propose that this letter and your reply in confirmatio~ • 
thereof shall constitute an agreement between our two Governments. 

Yours sincerely, 

JOMO KENYATIA. 

4 
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t ,lt"r'l'l~lt 1r1?C)l\iJ ·1'JIJ1! l'IIIIVIIC MINl,S'rl1!J ()If ZAN~IIJAJt 'I,, f Ill J 

1~1~1Mlt MJNJN'l lf~I( ()11
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J ,All UOfl, 

Sth <>ctob r. J 963 
IVlinisl r, 

I hav~ th" honour fo 1 ,f · 1· lo your Jcfler oJ 1oda y',, d~1tc on the t"ub;r.1) 
of th futur • of th · J{cnya JJrc f< < 101 ale (tl1e CoastaJ Strip) in NJ jcJ you 

pln~t~d 011 r" ord the lollowjug undt1rla]d ug:, by tl1 ~ G<,v< rnrn~nt ,,f Kenya 

in r ~lation ther ·to:-

( 1) t"l'ht f l't;U exercise of any creed or n;Jigion wi JI at all times be saf£~ 
guarded and. in p:,rticular, J )is J lighuesses's present subjects 11}Jr) 

are of the M11slin1 faith and their desccndunts w,JJ at alJ tjmet-s be 

nsured of coin plcte f I ecdorn of worship ancJ the preserva f 10n r1f 

their own religious buildings and· jnstitutions. 

(2) 'Th<:~ jurisd.iction of the Chief K adhi and of al] the of.her Kadhi~ 

wi 11 at all tin1os be preserved and wj JI extend to the dr.,termjna f i<;n 

of questions of M uslin1 Jaw relating to pcrt,onaJ statu& ([or cxarr1pJc, 
111arriagc~ divorce and inheritance) in procccdjngs in which all partic~ 
prof css the M uslin1 religion. 

(3) Adn1inistrativc Officers in predominantly Muslim area,~ should, ~o 
far as is reasonably practicable, themselves be M us]jms. 

(4) In view of the importance of the teaching of Arabic to the main

tenance of the Muslim religion, Muslim children wiJI, so far as is 
reasonably practicable, be taught Arabic and, for this purpose, the 
present grant-in-aid to Muslim primary schools now established in 
the Coast Region will be maintained. 

(5) The freehold titles to land in the Coast Region that are already 
registered will at all times , be recognized, steps will be taken to 
ensure the coritinuation of the procedure for the registration of new 
freehold titles and the rights of freeholders will at all times be 

preserved save in so far as it may be necessary to acquire freehold 
land for public purposes, in which event full and prompt compen
sation will be paid. 

I have the honour to confirm the contents of your letter and to accept 
your proposal that your letter and this reply shall constitute an agreement 
between our two Governments. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. SHAMTE. 

(30984) Wt. 666-161 K18 10/63 St.S. 


