Letter from Ian Watt to Herbert Bowden on the celebrations to mark the
independence of Lesotho (Maseru, 14 October 1966)

Caption: In a letter dated 14 October 1966, the British High Commissioner in Maseru, Ian Watt, informs the
Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations, Herbert William Bowden, about the festivities held to mark
the independence of Lesotho on 4 October 1966.
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1l October, 1966.

Sir, ¢

I have the honour to report on the achievement of Independence
by the Kingdom of Lesotho, and the celebrations which marked the occasicn.
5 Her Majesty the Queen was represented by Her Royal Highness
The Princess Marinz, Duchess of Kent. The charm, grace and friendli-
ness of Her Royal Highness not only won for her an immense, and, I woulé
expect, an enduring popularity here, but also ensured that the celebra-
tions had a measure of style which local efforts alone might not guite
have achieved.
S0 Her Mzjesty's Government was represented by a delegation led by
Mr. John Stonehouse, M.P., Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for ) |
the Colonies, who was accompanied by Mrs. Stonehouse, kr. A. Campbell, 1
C.M.G., of the Commonwealth Office, Mr. G. Whitefield (Private S;;cretary\) :
and myself. The United Kingdom Branch of the Commonwealth Parliamen- N
tary Association was represented by Nr. R. G. Paget, M.P., and !
Sir John Rogers, M.P, At Amnex 'A' is a 1list of official delegé.tes from '
other Governments. In addition, a number of eminent persons, most of
whom had some connexion with Lesotho, were invited to attend the cele~ 1

"
trations. They included Her Mojesty's Ambassador at Capetovm and Lady 4
Steph“ 5 meﬁ'ﬁsm_p McGeough as Apostolic Delegaté" His
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18, The day ended wilth a Stute Ball, attended by ller Royul
Highness. <Ihis wes perhaps somewhat more robust thon comparable
occuaslons clsewhere,

Yig, The 5th October was devoted wholly to a Pitso, the

Sesotho word for a gathering which can ineclude some of the
characteristics of a happening, a moot, & political meeting,

and a Highland Games, The Pitso was held in the mounteins some
seventy mlles from Maseru, thus requiring @ long drive on bumpy
and dusty roads by ller Royal Highness, the King, snd those
determined delegetes, who declded to go., It wes ¢ long day, &
very hot deay, and perheps few would wlsh to repecat the experilence,
colourful although it undoubtedly wes.

A5G On 6th October Her Royal Ilighness visited the University

of Botswana, Lesotho and Swazlland to attend a luncheon given by
Sir Hugh Stephenson, the Chancellor, Most unfortunately, a

South Africen member of the teaching staff had been found dead
early that morning; and in the circumstances this function was
curteiled. Meanwhile in Maseru the Parliament of Lesotho held

& formal meeting to receilve gifte or promises of gifts from
representetives of governments and legislatures. Mr. R. T. Paget,
clwxprea-ed the hope a.nd coni'idenee that Lesothc

ey

meet find it possible to co-exist to
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hearing the properly treined Lesotho choirs whieh sing,
unaccompanied, delightfully.

L7 On the morning of 7th October Her Royal liighness left
by eir for Johzunesburg. There were meny Pasute® on the route
to the airport; ululating cheerfully as Her Royal Highness's
car passed; and large numbers of the public at the airport
itself, where Her Royal Highness took formal leave of the
Prime Minister end the King. With Her Royel Highness's depar-
ture, the official celebrations came to an end,

18. I am sending copies of this despatch to lier Majesty's
Ambassador at Capetown, the British High Commissioner at

Geberones, snd Her Majesty's Commission in Swaziland.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant
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