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Reply by the WEU Council to Assembly Recommendation 348 (London, 21
October 1980)
 

Caption: On 21 October 1980, the Secretary-General of Western European Union (WEU) sends the Member
States the Council’s reply to Assembly Recommendation 348 on the application of the Brussels Treaty
following the invasion of Afghanistan by the Soviet Union. The text underlines that the Member States have
discharged themselves of the full range of their responsibilities both as member States of the Western
European Union and as partner within the Atlantic Alliance. Measures have been taken to strenghten the
Alliance's defence capability in Europe. The text also incorporates point 6 of the British draft (WPM(80)22/1),
in which the United Kingdom undertakes to provide an annual statement of the strength of its Second Tactical
Air Force.
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WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION

W. E. U.  UNCLASSI FI ED 

Or i g i na l :  Eng l i s h / Fr enc h

C ( 80)  128

21s t  Oc t ober ,  1980

SECRETARY- GENERAL f S NOTE

As s e mb l y  Re c o mmenda t i on  5^ 8 

( C ( 80)  78)

The Sec r e t a r y - Gener a l  c i r c u l a t es  he r ewi t h  t he Counc i l * s  

r ep l y  t o As s emb l y  Re c o mmenda t i on  3^ 8.

Thi s  r epl y ,  adopt ed  b y  t he  Counc i l  at  t he i r  mee t i ng  on 
20 t h  Oc t ober ,  1980,  has  be e n  f o r war ded  t o t he As s emb l y  

( CR ( 80)  11,  I I I ,  2) .

1 1

9,  Gr os v enor  Pl ac e,  
London,  S. W. l .

W. E. U,  UNCLASSI FI ED
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Rep l y  t o Rec ommenda t i on  348 

on t he app l i c a t i on  of  t he Br us s e l s  Tr ea t y  

f o l l owi ng  t he i nv as i on  of  Af ghan i s t an  by  

t he Sov i e t  Un i on

1.  The Counc i l  no t e  wi t h  i n t er es t  t he v i e w of  t he As s emb l y  
as  s t a t ed  i n t he i r  Rec ommenda t i on  348,  Ar t i c l e  1,  t hat  c ons u l 
t a t i ons  i n t he No r t h  At l an t i c  Counc i l  may  s uppl ement ,  wher e 
appr opr i a t e,  t hos e p r ov i ded  f or  i n Ar t i c l e  VI I I ,  3 o f  t he 
mod i f i ed  Br us s e l s  Tr eat y ,

Fur t her mor e,  t he Counc i l  wi s h  t o emphas i z e  t hat  member  
St a t es  at  a l l  t i mes  hav e b ee n  awar e of  t he i r  ob l i ga t i ons  as  
s et  out  i n t he mod i f i ed  Br us s e l s  Tr eat y ,  and ac t i ng  ac c or di ngl y ,  
hav e d i s c har ged  t hems e l v es  of  t he  f u l l  r ange of  t he i r  r es p o n s i 
b i l i t i es  bo t h  as  member  St a t es  of  t he Wes t e r n  Eur opean  Un i on  
and as  pa r t ne r  wi t h i n  t he At l an t i c  Al l i anc e.

2.  At  t he i r  j o i nt  mee t i ng  on 14 t h  May ,  1980,  t he De f enc e  
and Fo r e i gn  Mi n i s t e r s  o f  t he c ount r i es  pa r t i c i pa t i ng  i n t he 
i n t eg r a t ed  mi l i t a r y  s t r uc t ur e  appr ov ed  t wo p r ogr ammes  des i gned,  
i n  v i e w of  t he c hanged  i n t e r na t i ona l  s i t uat i on,

-  t o s t r eng t hen  t he Al l i a n c e Js de f enc e  c apab i l i t y  i n 
Eur ope t h r ough  s hor t  and n e d i um- t e r m meas ur es  and t hus  
t o s a f eguar d  t he po l i c y  o f  det ent e;

-  t o mi t i gat e,  t h r ough  d i v i s i on  of  l abour  and i nc r eas ed 
e f f o r t s  on t he par t  o f  t he c ount r i es  c onc er ned,  any  

mi l i t a r y  weak nes s es  ar i s i ng  f r om t he pos s i b l e  dep l oy ment  
i n Sout h / Wes t  As i a  of  U, . S.  r e i n f o r c ement  f or c es  or i g i na l l y  
i n t ended  f or  Eur ope,

At  t he D. P. C,  mee t i ng  due i n Dec ember ,  1980,  t he Mi n i s t e r s  
i n t end  t o dec i de on i nd i v i dua l  meas ur es  i n c e r t a i n  s ec t or s  
s uc h as  mob i l i z a t i on  of  r es er v es ;  bu i l d - up  of  wa r  r es er v es ;  
i mpr ov ement  o f  a i r  t r ans por t  c apac i t y ;  mar i t i me  def enc e 
p l anni ng;  hos t  na t i on  s uppor t ;  de f enc e a i d f or  Po r t uga l  and 
Tu r k e y ; i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .

/ 3.  The Ger man  . . .
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3.  The Ger man  Feder a l  Sec u r i t y  Counc i l  dec i ded on 
19 t h  June,  1980,  t hat

-  t he Feder a l  Repub l i c  o f  Ge r many  wi l l  dec l ar e  t o t he 
No r t h  At l an t i c  Tr ea t y  Or gan i z a t i on  i t s  wi l l i ngnes s  t o 
l e t  Ger man  nav a l  and nav a l  a i r  f or c es  henc e f o r t h  be 
dep l oy ed  a l s o out s i de t he ar ea l i mi t s  at  p r es en t  ex i s t i ng  
f or  t he Ger man  n a v y  i n t he No r t he r n  f l ank  c ommand;

-  t h i s  meas ur e  does  not  i mp l y  t he i n t en t i on  t o r e i n f o r c e  
t he Ger man  nav a l  and nav a l  a i r  f or c es  bey ond  t he p r es en t  
l ev e l  o r  bey ond  t he l ev e l  at  p r es en t  pr o j ec t ed;

-  t h i s  o f f e r  s hal l  a f f ec t  ne i t he r  t he Ger man  nav y ' s  
p r es en t  c ha i n  of  c ommand  nor  t he l i mi t s  o f  t he NATO 
c ommand ar ea  as  app l y i ng  at  pr es ent ;

-  t he Ger man  Gov er nment  wi l l  mak e t h i s  o f f e r  t o t he 
c ompet ent  NATO bodi es .

4.  I n r es pons e  t o  Rec ommenda t i on  348,  Ar t i c l e  4,  of  t he 
As s emb l y  t he Counc i l  s hou l d  l i k e t o c ommuni c a t e  t hat  t he 
Feder a l  Repub l i c  o f  Ger many ,  i n ac c or danc e  wi t h  t he p r oc edur e  
f o r es een  i n Ar t i c l e  I I ,  Par t  I ,  Pr o t oc o l  No.  I l l ,  of  t he 
r ev i s ed  Br us s e l s  Tr eat y ,  on 18 t h  June,  1980,  i n t r oduc ed  i nt o 

t he W. E. U.  Counc i l  a f o r mal  r eques t  f or  t he c anc e l l a t i on  of  
t he p r ov i s i ons  c onc er n i ng  l i mi t a t i ons  on t he c ons t r uc t i on  of  
nav a l  s h i ps  as  c on t a i ned  i n Ar t i c l e  V,  An n ex  I I I ,
Pr o t oc o l  No.  I l l ,  o f  t he s a i d  Tr eat y .  The Supr eme Al l i ed  
Commander  Eu r ope  f u l l y  s uppor t ed  t h i s  r eques t  and r ec ommended  
t ha t  i t  be appr ov ed  b y  t he Counc i l ,  t hus  enab l i ng  t he Counc i l  
on 21s t  J ul y ,  1980,  t o t ak e  t he i r  unan i mous  dec i s i on  t o 
c anc e l  t he p r ov i s i ons  men t i oned  abov e.

5.  As  t o NATO mat e r i a l  and bac k g r ound  i n f o r mat i on  t he 
Counc i l  hav e  a l way s  made us e  of  s uc h i n f o r mat i on  i n  t he i r  
r ep l i es  t o appr opr i a t e  As s emb l y  r ec ommendat i ons  wher e nec es s a r y  
and i n  c on f o r mi t y  wi t h  t he r es pec t i v e  r egu l at i ons ,  and wi l l  
c ont i nue t o  do so.

/ 6.  The Counc i l  . . .



5/5

-  3 -

6.  The Counc i l  hav e b e e n  i n f o r med b y  t he Gov er nment  of
t he Un i t ed  Ki ngdom t hat  t hey  wi l l  i n  f u t ur e p r ov i de  an  annual  
s t a t ement  of  t he s t r eng t h  o f  t he U. K. ’ s Sec ond  Tac t i c a l  Ai r  
For c e and a r e f e r enc e t o any  r edep l oy ment  a f f ec t i ng  t h i s  
s t r engt h.  Th i s  i n f o r mat i on  wi l l  be pub l i s hed  i n f u t ur e 
annua l  r epor t s .

7.  The Counc i l  r ec a l l  t ha t  i n t he i r  l as t  r epor t  t o t he 
As s emb l y  t hey  s pec i f i ed  t hat  t he Ag e nc y  f or  t he Cont r o l  of  
Ar mament s  had  as k ed al l  member  St a t e s , as  i t  d i d  ev e r y  year ,  
t o i nd i c a t e  whe t he r  t hey  he l d  s t oc k s  of  c hemi c a l  weapons  
and t h ey  al l  r ep l i ed  i n t he negat i v e.


