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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S NOTE

Statement by M. Pierre Messmer, Minister for the Armed 
Forces, before .members of the Assembly Committee 

on Dcfen.ce Questions and Armaments - 
Paris, 30th May 196CT~

The Secretary-General circulates herewith, for 
information, a copy of the statement made by M. Pierre 
Messmer, French Minister for the Armed Forces, before members 
of the Assembly Committee on Defence Questions and Armaments 
in Paris on 30th May.

A summary report of the questions put subsequently 
by members of the Committee and of the Minister's replies 
will be forwarded to the Council shortly.

G

9, Grosvenor Place. 
London^ S.W.l.

W.E.Ü. CONFIDENTIAL



3/19

W.E.U. CONFIDENTIAL

C (60) 89

STATEMENT BY M. PIERRE MESSMER, MINISTER FOR 

THE AR1ÏLD FORCES

before ne fibers of the Committee on 

Defence Questions and Armaments

Paris, 30th Ma,y I960

When I took up my post at the Ministry for the Armed 
Forces some three months ago, my predecessor informed me 
of his undertaking to speak before your eminent Assembly 
on France's defence problems and their implications with 
regard to our alliances and the Y/estern European Group 
of nations in general.

When we discussed this appointment, H. GUILLAlMaT 
said how pleased he would have been to be able to keep 
it in person if he had not been called upon to assume 
important responsibilities in a different sector of our 
national economy.

I am, therefore, grateful to the circumstances which 
have enabled me to take over this engagement; it is 
fortunate that amongst the often grave and complex questions 
of defence dealt with in the Ministry for the Armed Forces 
there are some which, as in this case, combine both interest 
and pleasure. The pleasure lies in the atmosphere of 
spontaneous and friendly co-operation, together with a 
patient but stubborn will to succeed, which is so 
characteristic of this kind of meeting. As for the interest, 
it is afforded by the need, unavoidable in our day, to 
pool both our ideas and our means with regard to the 
organisation and equipment of the armed forces, since it is 
becoming daily more difficult for countries such as ours 
to produce sufficient tacticians, engineers and resources.
It does not need a politician to perceive that our alliances 
and associations are based on material needs just as much 
as on the achievement of ideals - this is apparent even on 
the administrative and technical level.

That is why, as soon as I took up my duties, I studied 
your activities with close attention and was impressed by 
their results; I was also very glad, before this meeting, 
to be able to contact my colleagues in Federal Germany and 
in Great Britain; on each occasion, I was struck by the 
spirit of wholehearted collaboration and co-operation which 
presided over those interviews, whose purpose was to 
strengthen the resources indispensable to our common defence 
and to ensure that our alliance goes forward smoothly and 
productively.

/This ...
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This Assembly comes at a time when certain comparisons 
inevitably suggest themselves. Other meetings have been 
held, and will be held, in other places and at other 
levels, the outcome of which is not always commensurate 
with the causes they are designed to uphold, although 
their aims, humanly speaking, are of the highest.

Whether the objective be disarmament or agreement 
at the Summit, we shall never abandon our sincere intentions 
nor spare our efforts to secure for our countries a real 
and enduring peace; experience, however, has shown us 
over and over again how thorny are the paths that lead to 
that goal. In pursuit of the aims arising from the
heavy responsibilities for defence which are ours it 
therefore, behoves us, in the light of the results of 
those conferences, to remain objective without yielding 
to scepticism; though our target be less spectacular, it 
is no less important.

Though our task is difficult, we may take comfort 
from the thought that a small Assembly such as ours, in 
which all members subscribe to the same ideals and defend 
the same causes, should enable us to tackle problems which 
others have vainly attempted to solve by different means.

In the light of these considerations, I am very happy 
to be able to contribute to your studies by outlining 
France's military policy and her participation in the 
defence effort of the Western world, together with our 
plans for strengthening that defence.

o

o o

A further reason for my satisfaction is the opportunity 
given me today to anticipate your wishes by replying in 
advance to some of your questions concerning France's 
intentions and her plans on the subject of defence, as they 
have been affected recently by various events which call 
for comment.

A Decroe on Defence was promulgated in January 1959 
over the signature of General de Gaulle, Head of State; at 
the same time, directives were issued explaining the aims 
of France's defence efforts and the lines along which these 
were to be pursued. Three months ago we attained to atomic 
power through the successful tests carried out in the Sahara. 
Meanwhile, in the absence of an immediate political solution 
in Algeria, pacification has been proceeding in that area. 
Finally, work has been started on a Bill outlining a long
term scheme for the modernisation of a large number of our 
chief defence weapons, which will shortly be tabled before 
Parliament.

/This is
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This is the "background against which I propose 
to speak of our aims in regard to defence policy and of 
our achievements in the field of armaments.

It may clearly be seen from documents recently 
published and from pronouncements made by the highest 
national authorities that our military planning envisages:

- a strategic force, or striking force, equipped 
with nuclear weapons and designed as a deterrent

to all who may threaten our national interests and, in 
the sphere of alliances, to strengthen our present 
participation in NATO;

" fighting forces sufficient to provide our 
contribution to NATO and to the defencc of 
the French Community, and to protect our 
interests in any other part of the world;

- static forces for internal defence and the 
protection of our national heritage, to 
ensure the survival of the nation in time of 
war.

I am no doubt right in thinking that your interest 
contres on the first two categories of forces and on the 
part they could play in the defence of Western Europe.
I will therefore begin by describing the measures which, 
in my view, would enable them to function efficiently and 
bring them up to date as regards arms and equipment, 
together with those which v̂ ould lead to improved co-operation 
on the European level.
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FRANCS'S NUCLEAR STRATEGY

The all-important factor to be considered when 
discussing any defence problem is the existence in the 
U.S.S.R. and in the United States,supported by Great Britain, 
of stocks of nuclear weapons capable of effecting almost 
total mutual destruction. As things are, no country in the 
world - certainly no European member of NATO - can afford 
to estimate or to resolve its own defence problems without 
relating them to the U.S.S.R.'s defence and attack potential 
in regard to the U.S.A., and vice versa.

Seen against this background, the responsibilities of 
France in the sphere of defence assume a special character, 
extending as they do far beyond the limits of her home 
territory or even that of the Community to every part of 
the world in which her sioiritual and moral, as well as 
economic, interests may lie.

/if the ...
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If the use of the deterrent were to he assigned to 
the alliance as a whole, involving the interests of all 
member nations, might not the balance of atomic power 
between Russia and the United States result in its losing 
all value? And might not this be to the detriment of 
France, in the first place, but subsequently of the whole 
free world, either directly or at one remove - as the 
result of a seemingly unimportant incident or a so-called 
localised war?

Would it not be possible for the deterrent to play 
the same temporising rôle without there being any need to 
build up a stock of weapons as powerful or as numerous 
as those of the two great leaders of West and East?

After due consideration of these questions, to which 
Great Britain had already found an answer, France made up 
her mind to produce a nuclear weapon of her own; this aim 
has recently been achieved, or at any rate, the way to 
achieve it is now open.

It is a matter for regret that the political 
limitations of the NATO alliance have deprived us of the 
scientific and technical aid in the atomic field which 
would have saved us precious time over research and 
practical experiment. However, this situation has forced 
our scientists, technicians and military experts to tackle 
the problem in the greatest detail and they may now look 
forward, whilst omitting certain stages which others have 
been unable to evade, to a speedier advance towards the 
attainment of a veritable deterrent armoury.

It is of course unavoidable that the availability 
of our resources in power and in money should impose an 
upper limit to our endeavours.

But there is also a lower limit, below which any 
deterrent potential would become pure illusion. It is determined 
by the quantity, strength and range of nuclear weapons 
essential to exert a deterrent effect. In the next few years 
our whole effort will be directed towards keeping above 
that minimum level.

Since the number of weapons required is in inverse 
ratio to their power, and must be determined accordingly, 
there need be no surprise if we concentrate our research and 
experiments on weapons incorporating the principle of nuclear 
fusion.

/The range ...
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The range is naturally dependent on the means of 
delivery. Here again, our ambitions are restricted by 
the resources at our disposal, and we shall have to go 
through the stage of the piloted carrier plane before we 
reach that of the independant ground-to-ground missile.
It is to be hoped that we shall come to some agreement with 
nations further advanced than we are so that we may speed 
up this stage, which we cannot avoid as things are; but 
that is a political matter.

These efforts in the field of nuclear strategy will 
not lead us to neglect that of tactics. From the purely 
scientific and technical point of view, a summary but 
nevertheless valid comment on the situation might be "the 
greater achievement implies the lesser". Practically speaking, 
there is no doubt whatever that co-operation in tactical 
nuclear planning would enable us to play a more effective 
part in manoeuvring the "shield" and to prove the value of 
our plans, which are really European plans adapted to the 
needs of our own territory, to our manoeuvrability and to 
our arms potential.

Any lessons we may learn from our nuclear experiments 
and from the weapons which are to follow them may thus be 
of benefit to the European armies of the alliance, as regards 
both offensive and defensive warfare, suitable troop 
formations and the protection of men and materials.

W.E.U. CONFIDENTIAL
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PARTICIPATION IN THE NATO SHIELD

In analysing France's intentions in the matter of 
nuclear strategy, with a measure of reserve for which I 
apologise but you will readily understand, I have explained 
to you our desire to participate, modestly but effectively, 
in the wielding of the "sword" which must go with the 
"shield", to use the two terms which symbolise the present 
strategy of NATO.

Our efforts to produce nuclear weapons and their 
means of delivery in no way lessen our conviction - I would 
even say our faith - that the shield must also be effective; 
they can in no way affect our determination to take part as 
fully and effectively as possible with as much of our
national resources as we can spare for defence.

I shall not stress how essential it is for NATO to 
have a strong and easily-handled "shield", balanced by the 
nuclear deterrent. Last September, my Federal German colleague 
dealt with this point with a degree of objectivity and clarity
to which I would like to pay tribute. I shall simply say
that I unreservedly endorse his opinion and the arguments 
he put forward in support of it. In partioular, it would be

/impossible ...
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impossible to better Mr. Strauss's statement of the problem 
of the structure of Western forces which, while preparing 
for conventional warfare, must be able to adapt themselves 
immediately to the use of tactical nuclear weapons and to 
defend themselves against their effects. Undoubtedly, 
this is one of the most complex problems facing modern 
military experts with regard to weapons and organisation.
In view of the difficulty of the task it is at least 
comforting to observe that genuine, joint efforts are being 
made to find a satisfactory solution.

Before describing and analysing France's contribution 
to the Western shield, I feel that I should first discuss 
the possible effects of operations in Algeria on our 
participation.

Algeria, which is unquestionably the keystone of the 
French Community, has also become the pivot of 'the defence 
of the European bridgehead and the African continent. A 
very great effort is now being made to ensure the future of 
this territory but it should be made quite clear that in 
accepting such a sacrifice France is not only protecting her 
legitimate interests, but is also resisting an extremely 
dangerous thrust against a vulnerable position of the free 
world.

Anyone who understands the significance of this 
legitimate struggle would not consider for an instant any 
weakening of the covering force designed to parry a 
surprise thrust across the iron curtain on M-day; at the 
same time, in view of the present cost of arms and armed 
forces, it appears both logical and sound economic sense 
that the forces earmarked for this purpose should be used 
in a secondary theatre to combat a threat, the seriousness 
of which is in no way lessened by the fact that it takes 
the form of scattered acts of subversion.

Better than anyone we realise the terribly high cost 
of this mission both in lives and equipment; we have, 
however, the small compensation that we are gaining useful 
experience of a type of warfare which, at any time, may be 
forced upon another allied country; it should be appreciated 
that members of our forces seconded to NATO units can pass 
on the benefit of this experience and training. Operations 
in Algeria are not of course the same as those to be expected 
in Europe, but they give a fairly good idea of the type of 
attack likely to be made against rear areas. In addition, 
they provide an excellent opportunity for trying out combined 
operations and even alternate concentration and dispersal, 
as will be necessary if atomic weapons are used.

/Before ...
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Before briefly surveying the French forces placed 
at the disposal of the NATO commander, I should point out 
that certain other troops concerned with the protection of 
rear areas are not included; these are the anti-aircraft 
defence, coastal defence and internal defence forces. These 
have the important common feature that, operating behind 
the screen provided by NATO, they contribute to its 
effectiveness and solidity.

Yfhat, therefore, is the extent of our contribution to 
the shield? I shall deal first with the question of troops 
and organisation, starting with the land forces.

These consist of six divisions stationed in Germany 
and France, comprising two at M-day readiness, one in 
immediate reserve and three in second reserve, which would 
be brought up to strength and equipped as quickly as 
possible.

These divisions are, or will shortly be, of the 1959 
type, following the reorganisation started last year and 
due to be virtually completed this summer. The basic aim 
of this operation was to increase the effectiveness of 
major units in the event of nuclear conflict - a problem 
to which I referred at the beginning of my statement. The 
main feature is the creation of brigades permanently including 
troops of all arras and v/ith sufficient logistic autonomy to 
exist and fight in isolation for a number of days.

There are two types of brigade, the first consisting 
mainly of motorised infantry, the second an armoured brigade 
mainly equipped with tanks. By combining both types and 
adding divisional support troops, we obtain a mixed division 
with a certain measure of autonomy and great operational 
flexibility. The strength of such a division, which obviously 
varies with the combination of brigades adopted, is about 
19 , 000.

In order to cover all the land forces which would be 
made available to NATO, I should point out that the forces 
stationed in Algeria include units which were originally to 
be maintained in Europe under the orders of the Allied 
Commander. Th^se consist of seven divisions which would be 
brought back to France immediately in the event of a serious 
crisis.

Clearly, the equipment of all these divisions depends 
on their operational duties. Heavy equipment is reserved 
for units which would be engaged immediately in the European 
theatre, while the forces in Algeria and the internal defence 
forces, which I have deliberately not mentioned, are more 
lightly equipped but have ample supplies of infantry weapons, 
as well as of all material essential for mobility and the 
exercise of decentralised command.

/in the ...
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In the case of food and fuel, stocks to meet require
ments over the first few weeks of war in Europe are very- 
satisfactory. As regards ammunition and spares, the 
targets laid down in SHAPE'S logistic plans have not been 
reached because a considerable effort is needed to maintain 
potential in Algeria. In spite of this heavy commitment, 
the raising of stocks to the required level has continued 
and in this respect our position is comparable to that of 
other European members of the Alliance.

As regards Naval Forces, French naval operations 
cannot be rigidly confined to the NATO area and provision 
must be made for the Navy to be used elsewhere in defence 
of the Community. Similarly, because of our national 
responsibilities in the Western Mediterranean, we have 
found it necessary to retain a major part of our High Seas 
Fleet under national command. It is hoped in the near 
future to reach agreement on essential co-operation between 
this force and NATO naval forces in the event of a crisis 
or actual hostilities. In any event, almost the whole of 
the French navy operates in waters covered by NATO and its 
main bases are ports within the area of the Alliance; 
moreover, while remaining a national responsibility, the 
protection of the French coast guarantees NATO transport 
and supply lines.

Taking into account these factors which favour the 
retention of the majority of our fleet under national 
command but in no way exclude close co-operation v/ith 
NATO forces, naval forces placed directly under the 
Allied Commander include one light aircraft carrier, seven 
destroyers, sixteen ocean-going escort vessels, seven 
submarines and three squadrons of patrol aircraft.

War stocks are being laid down and brought up to 
strength. The Navy already has sufficient fuel in reserve 
for 50 days of operations; stocks of ammunition and 
torpedoes are sufficient for estimated consumption during 
the first two months of hostilities.

Logistic support for all naval forces is provided 
by bases in the Metropolitan territory, which were totally 
destroyed in 1945 but have now been completely modified 
and reconstructed. In Algeria, a major programme of work 
has been completed at MERS-EL-KEBIR which, v/ith its 
installations shielded against atomic missiles, is now 
one of the most modern bases in the world.

Our Air Forces in the NATO area are divided between 
four main commands, namely, Home Defence Command, Bomber 
Command, Algerian Command and the First Tactical Air 
Command; the last named comprises the forces effectively 
at the disposal of NATO.

W.E.U, CONFIDENTIAL
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In the event of war, the First Tactical Air Command 
would come under the orders of the 4th Tactical Air Force, 
which forms part of the Central Europe Command. At the 
moment, it consists of 21 squadrons with a total of about 
450 combat aircraft of American or French types. These 
fighting units are associated with support units equipped 
for maximum mobility. Their offensive and defensive action 
within the Allied operational plan is based on an infra
structure designed according to NATO standards and a 
suitable control and direction system. Sustained and 
continuous efforts are being made to improve the combat 
readiness of flying units belonging to the First Tactical 
Air Command. On the basis of SHAPE consumption estimates, 
sufficient fuel and ammunition are available for 45 days 
of operations.

As regards other air units not under Allied command,
I merely wish to indicate that, although the Air Force 
in Algeria is very well equipped, its equipment could not 
be fully used in a theatre such as Western Europe. 
Nevertheless, the personnel serving in Algeria are 
receiving excellent and intensive training for subversive 
warfare and the type of air support needed; furthermore, 
our helicopter units and the personnel specially trained 
to operate them would be of great value for any possible 
action in Europe.

This covers the strength of our forces and, in 
particular, of those earmarked for Western European defence. 
I would like to conclude this section of my statement by 
observing that with more than one million men on active 
service, including 50^ permanently engaged in Algeria, and 
a military service period of 27 months, France's effort 
is unequalled among Allied nations.

W.5.TJ. CONFIDENTIAL
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MODERNISATION OF THE AHMED FORCES

I shall now briefly assess the qualitative significance 
of these forces, with particular reference to the value of 
their equipment and material and the ways in which the latter 
can and should be improved.

Normally, this equipment, which originally was almost 
wholly of the American and British types which emerged from 
the final stages of the war, could have developed according 
to the conventional offensive-defensive pattern, with 
subsequent adjustments according to the known resources of 
the enemy and our scientific and industrial potential.
This pattern was destroyed by the appearance of the atomic 
bomb and the possibility of its being used as both a 
strategic and a tactical weapon. The risks attendant upon 
its use, combined with its enormous destructive power, have 
complicated the task of trying to reconcile opposed and 
often incompatible characteristics and performances.

However, the main lines of the necessary reforms in 
our defence organisation now appear to be as follows %

1 . first priority must be given to highly destructive 
offensive weapons, calling for the development of 
nuclear warheads and the means of delivery;

2. troop formations must be dispersed but capable
of rapid concentration, so that the aim in respect 
of equipment, structure and operational use must 
be maximum mobility combined with smaller major 
combat units;

3. operational plans and equipment involving costly, 
heavy and vulnerable logistic support must be 
abandoned;

4. in view of the ever-increasing cost of research 
and manufacture, the aim must be standardised 
multi-purpose equipment.

In a country such as ours, which has certain purely 
national defence problems, we must also ensure that our 
equipment is compatible with that to be used in conjunction 
with our allies .

Our aims in trying to provide co-ordinated equipment 
for our forces should therefore be;

1. to acquire the technique and capacity to use 
both strategic and tactical nuclear weapons, 
calling for a v/ide range of suitable vehicles, 
from the mass destruction missile to the 
miniature missile;

/2. as regards. .. .
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2. as regards the delivery of warheads, to give 
priority to the development of nediun- and 
long-distance attack and defence nissiles, 
since the cannon now seems to have reached 
the limit of its possibilities;

3. pending the final development of the complete 
range of necessary missiles, or in the absence 
of satisfactory agreements with allied nations 
already possessing such missiles, to retain a 
piloted means of delivery with the best 
performance that modern techniques can provide 
and to adopt a piloted means of delivery 
whenever precise or swift action calls for the 
exercise of human intelligence;

4. to increase the mobility of ground forces by 
improving their transport and bridging equip
ment - to allow the equalisation of forces and 
speedy intervention with transport suitable 
for the particular terrain;

5. to exploit the considerable possibilities 
offered by electronics in the field of 
communications, detection, homing and guided 
missiles and propaganda warfare;

6. to standardise the equipment, operational use 
and structure of strike forces so that they 
can intervene effectively without major 
modifications both in Europe and in outside 
theatres of purely national interest.

The practical consequence of these requirements is a 
search for new types of military organisation and structure, 
combined with either the introduction of new types of 
material or the development or improvement of existing ones. 
In both cases, inter-allied co-operation is extremely 
valuable, if not essential. At the same time, the extent 
of such co-operation must be determined by the type and 
cost of the equipment concerned. Although further improve
ments in the effectiveness of conventional equipment are 
possible, they are certainly limited; it appears preferable, 
therefore, to concentrate rather on methods of using existing 
types and production at minimum cost, possibly on a limited 
international scale. The number of countries taking part 
must inevitably be greater in the case of items, such as 
missiles, involving major research and investment.

The equipment required for the modernisation for 
our land, sea and air forces can now be summarised as 
follows;

/Land Forces ...
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Land Forces

The main enphasis should be on light arnoured vehicles 
and particularly an infantry support and combat vehicle for 
use by infantry regiments; it should be equipped with 
anti-tank weapons and suitable for transport by air.

Faced with an adversary with an established reputation 
for heavy vehicles, our armoured divisions are at present 
equipped with American type tanks which are still operational.

For the transport of troops in combat areas we require 
a strong, economical all-terrain vehicle protected against 
schrapnel and also against weak radiation following a 
nuclear explosion.

Armoured and transport vehicles must be capable of 
crossing minor ditches etc. unaided; in addition, equipment 
for bridging major breaks of land surface must fall in with 
the plan to reduce the weight of all equipment and be made 
lighter so that it can be erected more quickly.

Quite apart from the fact that missiles are increasingly 
replacing nediun-range artillery, the self-propelled revolving 
gun should be adopted more generally as conventional artillery.

Ground-to-air anti-aircraft weapons to protect troops in 
battle must be capable of covering all altitudes from the 
lowest up to about 10,000 metres.

In the field of electronics, the opportunities provided 
by the introduction of transistors and Hertzian transmission 
must be developed together with methods of electronic warfare,
which should be given special attention in view of the present
vulnerability of communications.

Naval Forces

Here, the main factors appear to bes

1 . The nuclear missile-firing submarine seems to 
be the ideal offensive weapon for a strike 
force. It is so effective that it must be a 
future objective but, in view of its cost and 
the time required for planning and development,
its introduction in a country like France must
be a long-term undertaking.

2. Pending the entry into service of this type of 
vessel which, in any case, will not be available 
in sufficiently large numbers, the aircraft 
carrier must remain the multi-purpose naval 
instrument; any form of effective intervention 
must be based on vessels of this type. When the 
V.T.O.L. projects reach the operational stage, it 
will be possible to build lighter and less 
complicated aircraft carriers.

/3. Guided missiles ...
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3. Guided missiles are becoming the principal 
armaments of warships and aircraft, whose 
field of action is greatly extended to cover 
very distant inland areas as well as large 
areas of ocean. The vulnerability of 
surface craft calls for the general adoption 
of a ground-to-air missile for use against 
air attack.

Naval construction policy should, therefore, give 
definite priority to research into this type of weapon, 
while continuing with existing types of conventional 
craft, which should be improved by the general supply 
of missiles and protection against the effects of nuclear 
explosions.

Finally, anti-submarine measures must be greatly 
stepped up to meet the serious threat of enemy submarine 
power to our sea communications. Our carrier-borne air 
force has an excellent machine for this purpose, namely 
the Breguet ALIZE; however, the development of a long- 
ran^e patrol aircraft is also essential.

In the case of air force equipment, thorough-going 
modernisation is constantly necessary;this calls for 
very substantial technical and financial resources. In 
general, the following characteristics are required;

1. power, in the form of general capacity to 
deliver nuclear weapons;

2. maximum range, based on distances in the 
Western European theatre and, possibly, 
the Euro-African theatre;

3. flexibility in use through a variety of 
armaments.

Other necessary specifications are;

1. multi-purpose machines, which should 
nevertheless retain the essential 
characteristics for their principal 
mission;

2. infrastructure and support logistics as 
simple and economical as possible, suitable
for European geographic and economic conditions.

If we regard medium- and long-range missiles as air 
force equipment, the necessary power and range can already 
be provided by the fitting of a nuclear warhead; maximum 
operational performance in the European theatre necessarily 
calls for an effort to reach international agreement within 
our alliances. However, as such agreements can only be 
reached after frequently long and difficult political 
negotiations, a country like ours must begin at once to 
study and manufacture missiles of this kind.
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Projects will be completed progressively according 
to the range required. Whereas medium- and long-range 
ground-to-ground missiles take a long time to develop, 
the nedium-range ground-to-air missile, on which anti
aircraft defence must be based in the immediate future, 
represents a first objective which can quickly be attained.

As regards piloted aircraft, we consider that the best 
types for possible missions, either in NATO or at national 
level, may be;

1 . a medium bomber as an intermediate means of 
delivering the deterrent and essential support 
to the missions planned for American and British 
strategic aircraft. Our MIRAGE IV is intended 
to serve this purpose;

2. a fairly light tactical strike aircraft, operating 
with relatively little infrastructure, with a 
speed of about Mach 2 and a range varying from 
500 to 1,000 km. according to the type of mission, 
since an interceptor version can also be developed. 
I am convinced that the MIRAGE III is one of the 
best types for all possible operations in Europe 
and could participate very effectively in the 
NATO air forces;

3. reconnaissance aircraft developed from the two 
former types and requiring only relatively 
minor technical adjustments;

4. a transport aircraft suitable for use on strike 
missions with a unit payload equal to the weight 
of a light armoured vehicle, that is, about
8 tons. The TRANSAL which has been developed 
jointly by France and Germany is the type I have 
in mind;

5• a light armed freight and reconnaissance aircraft 
which should be both "strong and economical and 
suitable for use as part of an overseas combined 
force or for internal defence.

Finally, in the near future, it is essential to get 
away from the heavy infrastructure which, at the moment, 
constitutes a serious problem in Western Europe at the 
level of tactical operations. Research must, therefore, 
be concentrated on two vertical take-off aircraft, the 
first a high performance tactical aircraft and the second 
a transport with a payload greater than that of existing 
heavy helicopters.

/ARMS CO-OPERATION ...
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ARMS CO-OPERATION

During my statement, I have referred to the need for 
arms co-operation between the Allies.

I would like to conclude with a few words on this 
subject.

For a number of reasons, including the need to 
maintain the homogeneity and, thereby, the effectiveness 
of the Allied armed forces, the ever-increasing complexity 
of military equipment and its steadily increasing cost, 
such co-operation is becoming more and more desirable and 
even essential. In my opinion, the foreseeable and under
standable reduction in American aid has only increased this 
need in Europe.

While we must admit, with some regret, that achieve
ments in this field, although very encouraging, are still 
only limited, we must continue in the hope and determination 
of improving them in future.

The difficulty of reconciling NATO military policy 
with national defence policies and competition between 
industries and products on the various markets are major 
obstacles to co-operation; they will always be difficult 
to eradicate but it would appear that at national defence 
level it is still possible to improve such co-operation 
and make it more effective.

Various bodies have been set up within the Alliance 
for this purpose; they include: bipartite and tripartite
agreements, FINABEL, the Standing Armaments Committee of 
W.E.U. and the NATO Military Committee and Armaments 
Committee.

The questions put to each of these agencies should 
have been thoroughly investigated and developed both 
operationally and technically at subordinate levels.

In this respect, preliminary studies undertaken at 
regional level, through bipartite or tripartite agreements, 
under the auspices of the military and technical authorities, 
without reference to economic or political factors, are the 
best means of bringing to light possible solutions to 
complex defence problems. As evidence of this, I would 
quote the results already achieved or anticipated with 
limited but particularly valuable projects; these include 
the so-called NATO patrol vessel, the development of 
HAWK-type missiles, the TRANSAL transport aircraft, the 
medium 30 ton tank, the codification of equipment, the 
remarkable advances achieved in the field of communications 
and electronics, the progress of biological and chemical 
studies and research into the proposed vertical take-off 
aircraft.
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Nevertheless, such activities at lower and restricted 
levels of European co-operation need to be co-ordinated to 
increase the effectiveness of the Alliance; here, I am 
thinking of the part to be played by the Standing Armaments 
Committee of W.E.U. which, with an improved procedure and 
more regular information on current discussions, might 
perhaps be better able to carry out its role of allocating 
and co-ordinating work and pioneering projects on behalf 
of the highest NATO authorities.

Similarly, in view of the difficulties experienced in 
co-ordinating national defence policies with NATO policy at 
the highest levels, I think it would be both wise and 
advantageous to maintain the existing functions of the 
NATO military authorities and to avoid overburdening them 
either by creating new bodies or by extending their present 
powers. Again, the NATO Supreme Commanders, SACEUR and 
SACLANT should confine themselves to making general 
recommendations and should take no part in organising basic 
research or in defining arms study and production programmes.

Lastly, I feel that I must refer to the particular need 
for the European nations to co-operate with regard to the 
logistic support of the forces of the Alliance? we must 
realise that the nations closest to Eastern Europe want to 
keep their essential support structure as far as possible 
from the operational areas; France is prepared to give 
all possible help in this respect. Here again, direct 
agreements between the countries concerned offer the best 
hope of reaching arrangements to the greatest advantage 
of the European forces of the Alliance.
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I am afraid that I may have tried your patience 
somewhat, but my conclusion will be brief.

I hope that I have shown you that France is fully 
aware of her place and responsibilities in the great 
Alliance which links us, and that her defence effort, 
particularly in Europe, is on a proportionate scale.
I also hope that I have convinced you that my country's 
activities and plans for an effective and coherent defence 
system are compatible with her purely national interest, 
particularly as her problems and preoccupations are 
frequently the same as those of Western Europe and the free 
world.

/in some ...
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In some circles, the recent course of our defence 
policy has given rise to uncertainty and even anxiety; 
it would appear that in this matter some people are 
more concerned with words than with realities. The idea 
of "integration" has become topical once more and is 
regarded as a general panacea.

Under existing circumstances, I believe that full and 
frank co-operation is more valuable and effective than 
integration without solid foundations and, in particular, 
without a firmly established political authority.

You will find that France is always ready to 
co-operate both in word and in deed; as regards myself 
and the Ministry of the Armed Forces, for which I am 
responsible, I am satisfied that I have given proof, and 
could give even more, of my sincere acceptance of such 
co-operation and of my conviction that it is necessary 
in Europe.

We must hold firm to the hope that disarmament will 
one day become the comforting reality we all seek; today, 
however, it is nothing but a dream; present circumstances 
allow us no illusions and that is why defence must be in 
the forefront of our preoccupations so long as the sword 
remains, in the words of General de Gaulle "the pivot of 
the world".
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