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‘Wriggling’ from The Guardian (9 June 1961)
 

Caption: On 9 June 1961, the British daily newspaper The Guardian comments on the address given to the
Assembly of Western European Union (WEU) by Harold Watkinson, British Minister of Defence, concerning
the United Kingdom’s defence policy and the use of nuclear weapons. The journalist particularly focuses on
the complex question of nuclear disarmament.
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SITTING ON A COLUMN

Wriggling
by Wayland Young

T > E O P L E  w h o  s e e  t h e  d is a r m a m e n t  

■ T p r o b le m  as a  m a s s  o f  G o v e r n m e n t s  

a n d  p e o p le s  w r ig g l in g  a n d  w r ig g l in g  

t o  e s c a p e  th e  d ic t a t e s  o f  n e c e s s i t y —  

th e  n e c e s s i t y  b e in g  t h e  n e w  o n e  in  th e  

h is t o r y  o f  m a n k in d  o f  g e n e r a l  a n d  
c o m p r e h e n s iv e  d is a r m a m e n t  —  w il l  

h a v e  f o u n d  s t r ik in g  c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  

t h e  p i c t u r e  in  t h e  M in is t e r  o f  
D e f e n c e ’ s  s p e e c h  t o  W e s t e r n  E u r o 

p e a n  U n io n  la s t  w e e k . E v e n  th e  

u n i la t e r a l is t s  w i l l  h a r d ly  b e  a b le  t o  
c o m p la in  o f  th e  a la c r i t y  w it h  w h ic h  h e  

is  b r e a k in g  u p  N A T O .
H is  d e c la r a t io n  o f  p o l i c y  n e a t ly  

c o m b i n e d  t h e  in c r e d ib le  w it h  th e  

d is r u p t iv e .  I t  is  n o t  c o n c e iv a b le  th a t  
t h e  R u s s ia n s  s h o u ld  b e l i e v e  h e  w i l l  d o  
w h a t  h e  s a y s  h e  w i l l  d o ,  n a m e ly ,  

c o u n t e r  a  c o n v e n t io n a l  a t ta c k  w ith  

H -b o m b s , th e r e b y  p r o v o k in g  th e  
r e t a l ia t io n  w h ic h  w o u ld  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  

c iv i l i s e d  l i f e  in  th is  c o u n t r y .  T h e y  c a n  
h a r d ly  h a v e  b e l ie v e d  i t  e v e n  b a c k  in  
th e  S a n d y s  a g e , e v e n  w h e n  w e  w e r e  
in  t h e  f ir s t  flu sh  o f  h a v in g  H -b o m b s . 

S t i l l  le s s  n o w . T h a t  is  t h e  in c r e d ib le  
p a rt .

T h e  d is r u p t iv e  p a r t  is  th a t  h e  h as  
in  e f f e c t  d e c la r e d  B r i t a in ’ s  d e f e n c e  

p o l i c y  t o  b e  a c a t a ly t i c  f ir s t  s t r ik e ,  to  
u s e  t h e  ja r g o n .  I f  w e  d r o p  H -b o m b s  
o n  R u s s ia , t h e y  w i l l  u s e  h a l f  a d o z e n  

o f  t h e ir s  t o  ta k e  u s  o u t ,  a n d  th e  
r e m a i n d e r  ■  t o  d e s t r o y  A m e r i c a ’ s  

t h e r m o n u c le a r  c a p a c i t y  a n d  p r e v e n t  
A m e r i c a  r e t a l ia t in g  o n  o u r  b e h a l f .  M r  
W a t k in s o n  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  t o  h a v e  

n o t i c e d  th a t  t h e  p i s t o l  h e  w is h e s  t o  
h o ld  t o  t h e  R u s s ia n s ’  h e a d  h a s  t h r e e  
b a r r e ls  ; a  r e la t iv e ly  s m a ll  o n e  p o in t 

in g  a t  R u s s ia , a  r e la t iv e ly  la r g e  o n e  

p o in t i n g  at A m e r ic a ,  a n d  a r e la t iv e ly  
e n o r m o u s  o n e  p o in t i n g  a t  u s  o u r s e lv e s .  
W h a t  a r e  th e  A m e r i c a n s  s u p p o s e d  t o  
d o  ?  A p p la u d  o u r  c o u r a g e  ?

M
E A N W H I L E ,  A m e r i c a  c o n t in u e s  

t o  b u i ld  u p  h e r  c o n v e n t io n a l  
f o r c e s ,  in  o r d e r  t o  a p p e a r  a b le  t o  

c o u n t e r  a  c o n v e n t io n a l  a g g r e s s io n  
w it h o u t  r e c o u r s e  t o  n u c le a r  w e a p o n s .  
T h is  c o u n t r y ,  as M r  W a t k in s o n  

p r o c la im s ,  is  n o t  in t e r e s t e d  in  th a t  
b u t  c o n t in u e s  t o  r e ly  o n  t h e  lo n g  

d e f la t e d  a n d  h a r d ly  e v e r  m u c h  

in fla te d  d o c t r i n e  o f  m a s s iv e  
r e t a l ia t io n .

M e a n w h ile  R u s s ia , f r o m  w h o m  t h e  

c o n v e n t io n a l  a g g r e s s io n  in  E u r o p e  is  
e x p e c t e d ,  c o n t in u e s  t o  r e d u c e  h e r  

c o n v e n t io n a l  f o r c e s  a n d  t o  r e ly  m o r e  
a n d  m o r e  o n  n u c le a r  r e t a l ia t io n .  

R u s s ia  a n d  B r it a in  a r e  p u r s u in g  
r a t h e r  s im i l a r  p o l i c i e s ,  b u t  w h e r e a s  
w e  c a n  b e l i e v e  t h e  R u s s ia n s ’  t h r e a t s  
t h e y  c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  o u r s ,  f ir s t  

b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  s m a ll  a n d  t ig h t ly  
p a c k e d  w h i le  t h e y  a r e  la r g e  a n d  
e m p t y is h ,  a n d  s e c o n d ly  b e c a u s e  w e  
o n ly  h a v e  b o m b e r s  w h i le  t h e y  h a v e  
r o c k e t s .  B r it a in ’ s  a l ly  A m e r ic a  is  

p u r s u in g  a  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  p o l i c y .  O n e  
o f  th e  th in g s  a b o u t  w r ig g l in g  t o  a v o id  
n e c e s s i t y  is  th a t  e v e r y b o d y  w r ig g le s  
in  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t io n s .

O n e  s o r t  o f  w r ig g le  is  in  d e f e n c e  
p o l i c y ,  a n o t h e r  is  in  d is a r m a m e n t  
p o l i c y  i t s e l f .  T h e  la te s t  w r ig g le  
w h ic h  is  b e i n g  a d v a n c e d  in  s o m e  
c i r c l e s  in  A m e r i c a  is  t h e  c u t -o f f .  I f

t h e  te s t  b a n  is  u n o b t a in a b le ,  s o  r u n s  
t h e  a r g u m e n t ,  le t  u s  l o o k  a r o u n d  f o r  
a n o t h e r  s in g le  m e a s u r e  w h ic h  m a y 

fa r e  h e t te r .  T h e  c u t -o f f  is  s h o r t h a n d  
f o r  t h e  c e s s a t io n  u n d e r  in s p e c t i o n  
a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  

w e a p o n s  g r a d e  f is s i le  m a t e r ia l .
In  fa v o u r  o f  i t  is  t h a t  it  w o u ld  

n o t  d e p r iv e  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  v e r y  m u c h  
m i l i t a r y  p o w e r ,  s in c e  t h e  s t o c k s  o f  
n u c le a r  w e a p o n s  a r e  a lr e a d y  s o  la r g e .  
T h e  c u r r e n t  e s t im a t e  is  th a t , a s s u m 
in g  n o  d e l i v e r y  d i f f ic u l t ie s ,  t h e  

j o i n t  s t o c k s  o f  A m e r i c a  a n d  R u s s ia  
c o u ld  a lr e a d y  e x t e r m in a t e  t h e  h u m a n  
r a c e ,  a n d  t h a t  w ith  p r e s e n t ly  a v a i l 
a b l e  d e l i v e r y  s y s te m s  th e y  c o u l d  

a c h ie v e  o n e -e ig h t h  D O E . D O E  s ta n d s  
f o r  “  d e a th  o f  e a r t h ,”  o r  “  d e a t h  o n  
e a r t h ,”  a n d  t h e  e s t im a t e  is  th a t  it  
b o th  p o w e r s  t h r e w  e v e r y t h in g  in  a ll  
d i r e c t i o n s ,  t h e y  c o u l d  k i l l  o f f  o n e -  
e ig h t h  o f  t h e  l i f e  o n  e a r th . S in c c  
th is  is  s o  m u c h , t h e  a r g u m e n t  g o e s ,  
o n e  c o u l d  n o t  r e a s o n a b ly  a sk  f o r  

m o r e ,  s o  le t ’ s  h a v e  a  c u t -o f f .

A
L L  th is  is  t r u e , b u t  th e r e  a r e  f o u r  

t h in g s  a g a in s t  t h is  p a r t i c u la r  
m e a s u r e  ( t h e r e  a r e  u s u a l ly  a b o u t  
f o u r  th in g s  a g a in s t  a n y  p a r t ia l  

m e a s u r e  o f  d i s a r m a m e n t )  :

X. I t  d o e s  n o t  c o p e  w it h  t h e  N t h  
P o w e r  p r o b le m . F r a n c e  h a s  r e p e a t e d ly  
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  s h e  w il l  n o t  b e  a  p a r t y  
t o  a n y  a r m s  c o n t r o l  a g r e e m e n t  w h ic h  
d o e s  n o t  m a k e  a  b e g i n n i n g  o n  t h e  

reduction  o f  s t o c k s  a s  p a r t  o f  g e n e r a l  
d is a r m a m e n t .  O t h e r  N th  P o w e r s  w i l l  
f e e l  t h e  s a m e .

2 . I t  d o e s  n o t  c o p e  w it h  t h e  d a n g e r  
o f  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  b r e a k t h r o u g h .  I t  is  

c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  t h e  f i s s io n - f r e e  f u s i o n  
b o m b ,  o r  T N T /H  b o m b  w il l  b e  d e v e l o p e d  
in  a  f e w  y e a r s  : t h is  is  a n  H -b o m b  w it h  
a  c o n v e n t i o n a l  h ig h  e x p lo s iv e  d e t o n a t o r  
in s t e a d  o f  a n  a t o m ic  o n e .  C u t-ofT  o f  
f is s i le  m a te r ia l  w ill  n o t  p r e v e n t  th is .

3. T h e  R u s s ia n s  o b j e c t  o n  g e n e r a l  
g r o u n d s  t o  t h e  in s p e c t i o n  o f  a n y t h in g  
w it h  a  m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t y  e x c e p t  a s  a  
p a r t  o f  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  d i s a r m a m e n t  
p r o g r a m m e  S e c r e c y  i s  t h e i r  f o r m  o f  
in v u ln e r a b i l i t y .

4 . A n y  P o w e r  c o u l d  q u i t e  p r o p e r l y  
o b j e c t  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n i n g  o f  i n s p e c t o r s  a t  
n u c le a r  p la n t s  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  m a n u fa c -  
t u r i n e  r a d i o l o g i c a l  w e a p o n s  t h e r e ,  w h ic h  
w o u ld  b e  a  p e r m it t e d  f o r m  o f  a r m a m e n t .  
I t  is  a n  i n e f f e c t i v e  f o r m  o f  a r m a m e n t  
c o m p a r e d  w it h  n u c le a r  w e a p o n s ,  b u t  

t h a t  is  n o t  t h e  p o i n t : t h e  p o in t  is  t h a t  
it w o u ld  b e  a  v a l id  e x c u s e  f o r  k e e n in g  
t h e  i n s p e c t o r s  o u t .  a n d  n o  o n e  w o u ld  
t h e n  k n o w  w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  r a d i o l o g i c a l  
o r  f is s io n  w e a p o n s  w h ic h  w e r e  b e i n e  

m a n u fa c t u r e d .  ,

A  t h i r d  s o r t  o f  w r ig g le  a p p e a r s  

s o m e t im e s  in  n e g o t ia t io n .  A n  
in s t a n c e  is  t h e  r e c e n t  R u s s ia n  c la im  

in  t h e  t e s t  b a n  ta lk s  th a t  t h e  n u m b e r  
o f  o n -s it e  in s p e c t i o n s  s h o u ld  b e  
d e c id e d  b y  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  
a n d  n o t  t e c h n ic a l  o n e s .  T h is  m e r e ly  
c o n f ir m s  t h e  p e r e n n ia l  W e s t e r n  f e a r  
th a t  t h e  R u s s ia n s  a r e  in s i n c e r e  a b o u t  
in s p e c t i o n .

T h e  d is a r m a m e n t  p o l i c y  w h ic h  Is 
m u c h  th e  m o s t  p r o o f  a g a in s t  f e a r s  

a n d  o b je c t i o n s  is  t h e  e x t r e m e  o n e  o f  
a ll . m u lt ila te ra l,  a g re e d , in s p e c te d , 
c o m p r e h e n s iv e  d is a r m a m e n t . N o  
s o b e r  s ta t e s m a n  l ik e s  t o  d o  s o m e t h in g  
w h ic h  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  d o n e  b e f o r e :  

a n d  it  is  n a t u r a l  t o  w r ig g le  w h e n  t h e  

w r i t in g  o n  th e  w a ll  b e g in s  t o  p o in t  
th a t  w a y . B u t  i t  is  n o t  w is e .


