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Note from the United Kingdom delegation on the establishment of a
Western European Armaments Committee (2 February 1955)
 

Caption: On 2 February 1955, the Secretary-General of the Interim Commission of Western European Union
circulates a note from the United Kingdom delegation on the establishment of a Western European
Armaments Committee, whose aims will be to improve to the greatest extent possible the standardisation of
armaments and to promote the common production of agreed items between the Member States. The note
particularly emphasises the links that the organisation will establish with the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO), including the possibility for other NATO member countries to participate in the
activities and projects of the Armaments Committee.

Source: Western European Union. Interim Commission. Working Party on Production and Standardisation
of Armaments. Working document submitted by the United Kingdom. Paris: 02.02.1955. PWG/A/10. 3 p.-
Archives nationales de Luxembourg (ANLux). http://anlux.lu/. Western European Union Archives.
Armament Bodies. CPA/SAC. Comité permanent des armements. File CPA-032. Volume 1/1.
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W E S T E R N  E U R O P E A N  U N I O N

I NTERI M  COM M I SSI ON

179

W ORK I N G PA RT Y  ON  PROD U CT I ON  A N D  ST A N D A RD I SA T I ON  O F  A RM A M EN T S

P WG/ A/ 10
E n g l i s h  O r i g i n a l  

2 n d  F e b r u a r y  19 5 .5

WORKI N G DOCUMENT S U BM I T T E D  B Y 

TH E U N I T E D  KI N GDOM

T h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t e s  h e r e w i t h  a  

p r o p o s a l  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  D e l e g a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  W o r k i n g  P a r t y .

I
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NOTE  B Y TH E U N I T E D  KI NGDOM D E LE G AT I O N

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i s  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e  i m p r o v e 

m e n t  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h i n  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  i n  t h e  

s p h e r e  o f  a r m a m e n t s ,

1.  T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  A r m a m e n t s  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  

o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  b e :

( i )  t o  s e e k  t o  i m p r o v e  t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  

t h e  s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  o f  a r m a m e n t s  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

c o m p o n e n t s ,  a m m u n i t i o n  a n d  s t o r e s  c o n s u m e d  i n  l a r g e  

q u a n t i t i e s  b e t ¥ / e e n  t h e  M e m b e r  S t a t e s .

( i i )  t o  p r o m o t e  t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  t h e  

c o m m o n  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a g r e e d  i t e m s  b e t w e e n  t h e  

M e m b e r  S t a t e s .

2. F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  t h e  A r m a m e n t s  C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  s e t  u p

t w o  S u b - C o m m i t t e e s  f o r  S t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  a n d  P r o d u c t i o n  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

3. T h e  S t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  w o r k  i n  c l o s e  c o 

o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t a f f  a n d  t h e  M i l i t a r y  

A u t h o r i t i e s  o f  N ATO w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  r e a c h i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  

b e t w e e n  som e o r  a l l  o f  t h e  M e m b e r s  u p o n  t h e  s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  

o f  i t e m s  f o r  w h i c h  a g r e e m e n t  i n  N ATO h a s  n o t  y e t  p r o v e d  

p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  m a y  b e  r e a c h e d  i n  m o r e  r e s t r i c t e d  g r o u p s .
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¿4., T h e  P r o d u c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  with t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t a f f  o f  NATO e n d e a v o u r  t o  p r o m o t e  b y  a g r e e m e n t  

b e t w e e n  M e m b e r s  t h e  b e s t  u s e  o f  e x i s t i n g  c a p a c i t y  a n d  w h e r e  

n e w  c a p a c i t y  i s  r e q u i r e d  s u c h  j o i n t  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  a n y  

o r  a l l  t h e  M e m b e r s  a s  m a y  b e s t  m e e t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  m i l i t a r y  

e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  e c o n o m y .  T h e  S u b - C o m m i t t e e  m a y  a l s o  a r r a n g e  

f o r  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  s o m e  o r  a l l  t h e  m e m b e r s  i n  r e s e a r c h  

a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t s .

5, T h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  S u b - C o m m i t t e e s  s h a l l  b e  i n  

P a r i s ,  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  S u b - C o m m i t t e e s  w i l l  c o - o p t  a s  

n e c e s s a r y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  N ATO I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t a f f  a n d  

M i l i t a r y  A u t h o r i t i e s  a s  O b s e r v e r s  o r  M e m b e r s .  T h e  C o . i m i t t e e  

s h a l l  b e  s e r v e d  b y  a  s m a l l  p e r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r i a t  s u f f i c i e n t  

t o  e n s u r e  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  p a p e r s  a n d  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  

r e p o r t s  o n  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  b e  

r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  W e s t e r n  U n i o n  i n  L o n d o n  t o  w h o m  

i t  w i l l  m a k e  q u a r t e r l y  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t s .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  

i t s e l f  w i l l  m e e t  m o n t h l y  a n d  t h e  S u b - C o n i m i t t e e s  a s  r e q u i r e d .

6 .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  p r o j e c t s  o f  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  b e  v o l u n t a r y .

O t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  N ATO s h a l l  b e  i n v i t e d  o r  m a y  a p p l y  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s u c h  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  p r o j e c t s .


