‘Criticism of forces cut. Censure motion at WEU Assembly’ from The
Manchester Guardian (7 May 1957)

Caption: On 7 May 1957, the British daily newspaper The Manchester Guardian reports on the censure
motion tabled by 12 members of the Western European Union (WEU) Assembly from France, Italy and the
Benelux countries against the WEU Council for its approval of the reduction in British military forces in West
Germany. This censure motion is tabled despite guarantees by British Minister of State for Foreign Affairs
David Ormsby-Gore that the withdrawal of troops will not endanger Western defence.
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CRITICISM OF
FORCES CUTS

Censure motion at
W.E.U. Assembly

: STRASBOURG, MAY 6.
Twelve parliamentarians. : from
France, Italy, and the Benelux
countries to-night tabled io. the
Western European Union's Assembly
a motion of censure against the
W.E.U. Ministerial Counci for having
approved Britain’s cuts in.her forces
in .Germany. * It is-the Hrst.censure
motion 1n the Assembly’s history.
The motion sald "the .counci) bad
approved Britain's decision :* befora the
studied sufficlently.” - I$ . expressed
“deep concern al-tha wenkening -of
Buropean - securily - by reducing =
defence which is already inadequate.”
*No British or West German members
signed the mation. Tt-will be considered
and voted upon later in the Assembly's
sesston, which is due to,(ast four days
Earlier, Mr-‘stidl Ormsby-Gore. the
British - Minister o! State. lold the
assembly that the withdrawal of 13500
men -from Germeany did.not.mean a
“ retreat_from Eurépe™- and_would not
jeopardise Western-defentes. ~ The, vast
majority are administratlye and  ant-
aircraft upits,”. ne said " As a-resuit.
the overall percentage of fighting units
necessary in Germany would be
increased.” .
New weapons
Britain ‘was at present discussing the
possibilities of closer co~operation.with
her Euyropean allies in the developmeut
of new:weapons. This represented " a
new and we believe, a realistic approach
10 European co-operation.”- -
Britain was  glving *ellective and
well-trained forces 1o the. Western
» shield,” and behind her forces- stoud
her. V™ bombers equipped- with
nuclear weapons and the greater part
of the Royal Navy's-active fleet. “ No
other member of W.E.U. is coniributing
10 the ultimate deterrent as.we are
he added. Britain would go on doing
her fair share but no more than that.
“if we had kept our. forces at their
present level and ziven them modera
weapons there would be . an. ever.risind
curve.of expenditure, and ng Govetnment
piaced’ 1n our. position cold- accept the
intolerable lcvel of defence. expenditure 1o
which -this would give rise™ =7 -
M. Spaak, the new.N.A.T.Q. secretary-
gencral, told the Assembly that Western
Europe  must not:give up its _alomic
defence, in| spite. of the Russiny
campaign of * intimidation. .o
No , responsibln . Western statesme
could zo before his Parliameat and pro-
pose such a capitulation. much’as hLe
was -anxious to achieve. controlicd
disarmament. All N.AT.O. countriex
he added. shotld- be cquipped: with
atomic weapons.~Reuler- and- British
United Press. ) 2w RIS >
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