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Recommendation 252 of the WEU Assembly on consultation and decisions
in the Atlantic Alliance (Paris, 19 June 1974)
 

Caption: On 19 June 1974, the Assembly of Western European Union (WEU) adopts Recommendation 252
on consultation and decisions in the Atlantic Alliance. The Assembly recommends that the WEU Council
improve consultation in the North Atlantic Council and that it invite the Nine to hold consultations with the
United States, without making any concessions that would be contrary to the vital interest of Europe,
particularly in the area of force reductions.

Source: Assembly of Western European Union. ‘Recommendation 252 on the consultation and decisions in
the Atlantic Alliance (Paris, third sitting, 19th June 1974)’ in Proceedings: Twentieth ordinary session: First
Part, Vol. II, Minutes: Official Report of Debates. Paris: Assembly of WEU. June 1974, p. 36.
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T E X T S A D O P T E D T H IR D S IT T IN G

RECOMMENDATION 252

on consultation and decisions in the Atlantic Alliance

T h e A s s e m b ly ,

C o n c e r n e d a t t h e i n a d e q u a c y o f c o n s u l t a t i o n a n d jo i n t d e c i s i o n i n t h e A t l a n t i c A l l i a n c e o n v a r i o u s

o c c a s i o n s d u r i n g t h e p a s t e i g h t e e n m o n th s ;

A w a r e t h a t a t d i f f e r e n t t im e s t h e r e h a s b e e n u n r e a d i n e s s t o c o n s u l t b o t h o n th e p a r t o f t h e N in e

a n d th e U n i t e d S t a t e s ;

B e l i e v i n g t h a t m a c h in e r y a l o n e c a n n o t e n s u r e c o n s u l t a t i o n i f t h e w i l l t o c o n s u l t i s l a c k i n g ,

R E C O l \ 'I l \ ' I E N D S T O T H E C O U N C IL

1 . T o im p r o v e c o n s u l t a t i o n i n t h e N o r t h A t l a n t i c C o u n c i l t h r o u g h th e a t t e n d a n c e o f p o l i t i c a l d i r e c t o r s

a t l e a s t tw i c e a y e a r , a n d b y m a in t a i n i n g i n t h a t C o u n c i l " t h e f u l l e s t p o s s i b l e e x c h a n g e o f v i e w s a n d in f o rm a -

t i o n , a n d e l o s e c o n s u l t a t i o n a n d c o - o p e r a t i o n , i n a s p i r i t o f m u tu a l t r u s t , o n a l l p r o b l e m s o f c o m m o n

c o n c e r n " * i r r e s p e c t i v e o f t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l a r e a s i n w h i c h t h e p r o b l e m s m a y a r i s e ;

2 . T o u r g e t h e N o r t h A t l a n t i c C o u n c i l t o p a y m o r e a t t e n t i o n t o A r t i e l e 2 o f t h e N o r t h A t l a n t i c T r e a t y ;

3 . T o in v i t e t h e N in e t o h o ld c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o n m a t t e r s o f c o m m o n c o n c e r n w h e n

th e f o rm u l a t i o n o f d e c i s i o n s i s s u f f i c i e n t l y a d v a n c e d to a l l o w th e N in e t o d e f e n d a c o m m o n p o in t o f v i e w

b u t b e f o r e t h e N in e h a v e f i n a l i s e d t h e i r d e c i s i o n ;

4 . T o e n s u r e t h a t b i l a t e r a l c h a n n e l s o f i n f o rm a t i o n a n d c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s r e m a in

o p e n ;

5 . T o e n s u r e t h r o u g h th e f o r e g o in g p r o c e s s e s o f c o n s u l t a t i o n t h a t n o c o n c e s s i o n s a r e m a d e th a t a r e

c o n t r a r y t o t h e v i t a l i n t e r e s t o f E u r o p e i n t h e t h r e e E a s t - W e s t c o n f e r e n c e s C S C E , M B F R a n d S A L T , w h a t e v e r

p r e s s u r e s f o r a g r e e m e n t t h e r e m a y b e .

* N o r th A t l a n t i c C o u n c i l c o r n m u n iq u e o f 1 1 th D e c e m b e r 1 9 7 3 .
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TEXTS ADOPTED THIBD SITTINO

RECOMMENDATION 252

on consultation and décisions in thé Atlantic Alliance

Thé Assembly,

Concerned at thé inadequacy of consultation and joint décision in thé Atlantic Alliance on varions
occasions during thé past eighteen months ;

Aware that at différent times there has been unreadiness to consult both on thé part of thé Nine
and thé United States ;

Believing that machinery alone cannot ensure consultation if thé will to consult is lacking,

RECOMMENDS TO THE COVNCIL

1. To improve consultation in thé North Atlantic Council through thé afctendance of political directors
at least twice a year, and by mainfcaining in that Council "thé fullest possible exchange ofviews and informa-
tion, and close consultation and co-operation, in a spirit of mutual trust, on ail problems ofcommon
concern" * irrespective of thé geographical areas in which thé problems may arise ;

2. To urge thé North Atlantic Council to pay more attention to Article 2 of thé North Atlantic Treafcy ;

3. To invite thé Nine to hold consultations wifch thé United States on matters of common concern when
thé formulation of décisions is sufficiently advanced to allow thé Nine to défend a common point of view
but before thé Nine hâve finalised their décision ;

4. To ensure that bilatéral channels of information and consultation with thé United States remain
open ;

5. To ensure through thé foregoing processes of consultation that no concessions are made that are
contrary to thé vital interest of Europe in thé three East-West conférences CSCE, MBFB and SALT, whatever
pressures for agreement there may be.

* North Atlantic Council communiqué of lith December 1973.
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