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Recommendation 77 of the WEU Assembly on the future organisation of
western defence on the executive and parliamentary levels (Paris, 6 June
1962)
 

Caption: On 6 June 1962, the Assembly of Western European Union (WEU) adopts Recommendation 77 on
the future organisation of western defence on the executive and parliamentary levels. The Assembly considers
that any defence bodies that may be created as part of a European political union must be within the
framework of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). It also suggests the etablishment of a
Ministerial Defence Committee.

Source: Assembly of Western European Union. ‘Recommendation 77 on the future organisation of western
defence on the executive and parliamentary levels (Paris, fifth sitting, 6th June 1962)’ in Proceedings: Eighth
ordinary session: First Part, Vol. II, Minutes: Official Report of Debates. Paris: Assembly of WEU. June 1962,
p. 38.
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rE X T S A D O PTED F IFTH S IT T IN G

RECOMMENDA nON 77

on the future organisation of western defence on the executive and parliamentary levels

T h e A ssem b ly ,

C onv in ced th a t th e d e fen ce o f E u ro p e is o n ly p o ss ib le w ith in th e fram ew o rk o f N A TO ;

C on s id e r in g th e re fo re th a t su ch d e fen ce o rg an s a s m ay b e c re a ted w ith in th e fram ew o rk o f

a E u ro p ean p o litic a l u n io n m u s t b e w ith in th e N A TO fram ew o rk ;

C on s id e r in g th e n eed fo r fu lly in fo rm ed p a rliam en ta ry d eb a te an d su p e rv is io n o f d e fen ce

a rran g em en ts a ffe c tin g th e liv e s an d v ita l in te re s ts o f o u r p eo p le s ,

R ECO M M EN D S TO TH E CO U N C IL

I

T h a t it c om m un ic a te to th e N o rth A tlan tic C oun c il, a n d to th e S tu d y C om m itte e se t u p

fo llow in g th e C on fe ren ce o f 1 0 th F eb ru a ry 1 9 6 1 (th e "C a tta n i C om m itte e " ) , th e fo llow in g su g g e s tio n s

fo r fu tu re E u ro p ean o rg an isa tio n in th e f ie ld o f d e fen ce :

On the executive level

1 . T h a t aM in is te r ia l D e fen ce C om m itte e b e se t u p w ith in th e fram ew o rk o f su ch fu tu re E u ro p ean

p o litic a l u n io n a s m ay b e ag re ed ;

2 . T h a t a s in N A TO , a t M in is te r ia l le v e l th is C om m itte e b e com po sed o f th e M in is te rs o f F o re ig n

A ffa irs an d o f D e fen ce , an d in p e rm an en t se ss io n o f th e P e rm an en t R ep re sen ta tiv e s to th e N o rth

A tlan tic C oun c il o f th e m em be r S ta te s ;

3 . T h a t th is C om m itte e b e re sp o n s ib le fo r :

( i) th e im p lem en ta tio n b y th e m em be r S ta te s o f th e E u ro p ean p o litic a l u n io n o f th e d ec is io n s

o f th e N o rth A tlan tic C oun c il, w ith o u t in an y w ay a ffe c tin g th e u n if ie d N A TO ch a in o f

com m and ;

( ii) th e ex e rc ise o f su ch com pe ten ce s a s m ay b e d ev o lv ed u p o n it u n d e r th e p ro v is io n s o f

su ch T re a ty a s m ay b e co n c lu d ed se ttin g u p a p o litic a l u n io n ;

( iii) th e ex e rc ise o f th e com pe ten ce s o f th e C oun c il se t u p u n d e r th e p ro v is io n s o f A rtic le V III

o f th e am end ed B ru sse ls T re a ty ;

On the parliamentary level

4 . T h a t d em o c ra tic co n tro l o f th is ex ecu tiv e b e en su red b y fu s in g th e p re sen t E u ro p ean P a r-

liam en ta ry A ssem b ly an d th e A ssem b ly o f W es te rn E u ro p ean U n io n in to a s in g le A ssem b ly w h ich

sh a ll re c e iv e an an n u a l rep o rt from th e C oun c il o n its d e fen ce ac tiv itie s a s d e fin ed ab o v e ;

Seats

5 . T h a t th e se a t o f th e M in is te r ia l D e fen ce C om m itte e an d o f th e D e fen ce C om m itte e o f th e

s in g le A ssem b ly b e in th e sam e c ity a s th a t o f th e N o rth A tlan tic C oun c il;

I I

T h a t it c om m un ic a te to th e A ssem b ly its o p in io n o n th e ab o v e su g g e s tio n s .
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rEXTS ADOTTED ITBTH SITTING

RECOMMENDATION 77

on thé future organisation of western defence on thé executive and parliamentary levels

Thé Assembly,

Oonvinced that thé defence of Europe ia oniy possible within thé framework of NATO ;

Oonsidering therefore that such defence organs as may be created within thé framework of

a European political union must be within thé NATO framework ;

Considering thé need for fully informed parliamentary debate and supervision of defence
arrangements affecting thé lives and vital interests of our peoples,

REOOMMENDS TO THE OOUNCIL

1

That it communicate to thé North Atlantic Council, and to thé Study Oommittee set up
foiïowing thé Conférence of lOth February 1961 (thé "Cattani Committee"), thé following suggestions
for future European organisation in thé field of defence :

On thé executive îevel

1. That a Ministerial Defence Committee be set up within thé framework of such future European

political union as may be agreed ;

2. That as in NATO, at Ministerial level this Committee be composed of thé Ministers of Foreign
Affairs and of Defence, and in permanent session of thé Permanent Représentatives to thé North

Atlantic Council of thé member States ;

3. That this Committee be responsible for :

(i) thé implementation by thé member States of thé European political union of thé décisions
of thé North Atlantic Council, without in any way affecting thé unified NATO chain of
command ;

(ii) thé exercise of such compétences as may be devolved upon it under thé provisions of
such Treaty as may be concluded setting up a political union ;

{iii) thé exercise of thé compétences of thé Oouncil set up under thé provisions of Article VIII
of thé amended Brussels Treaty ;

On thé parliamentary level

4. That démocratie control of this executive be ensured by fusing thé présent European Par-
liamentary Assembly and thé Assembly of Western European Union into a single Asaembly which
shall receive an annual report from thé Council on its defence activities as defined above ;

Seats

5. That thé seat of thé Ministerial Defence Oommittee and of thé Defence Committee of thé
single Assembly be in thé same city as that of thé North Atlantic Council ;

II

That it communicate to thé Assembly its opinion on thé above suggestions.
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