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Draft reply by the United Kingdom delegation to the WEU Council to
Recommendation 194 on the international trade in armaments (London,
13 February 1970)
 

Caption: In a note dated 13 February 1970, the Secretary-General of Western European Union (WEU)
circulates the draft reply by the United Kingdom delegation to the WEU Council to Assembly
Recommendation 194 on the international trade in armaments. The Council, like the Assembly, would
welcome an international agreement to control the international arms trade. The WEU Member States will
continue to scrutinise the merits of each application for the supply of arms. The Council also considers that
the Agency for the Control of Armaments (ACA) is not authorised to draw up a list of all the armaments
exported and the effects that these exports might have on world peace unless the Protocols governing the
Agency are amended. The ACA is not informed of the destinations of exports outside WEU, and the United
Kingdom is excluded from the control of exports.

Source: Council of the Western European Union. Secretary-General’s note. Assembly Recommendation 194
on the international trade in armaments . London: 13.02.1970. WPM (70)16. Copy N° 53. 3 p. Archives
nationales de Luxembourg (ANLux). http://www.anlux.lu. Western European Union Archives. Secretariat-
General/Council’s Archives. 1954-1987. Organs of the Western European Union. Year: 1968, 01/11/1968-
30/10/1970. File 202.413.16. Volume 1/1.
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Copy  No,

1 3 t h  F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 0

SECRETARY-GENERALIS NOTE

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  194- o n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  

i n  a r m a m e n t s

(C ( 6 9 )  1 7 0 )

The  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t e s  h e r e w i t h  a  d r a f t  
r e p l y ,  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  K in g d o m  d e l e g a t i o n ,  t o  

A s s e m b l y  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  1 9 4  o n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  i n  

a r m a m e n t s .

T h i s  d r a f t  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  
a t  a  f o r t h c o m i n g  m e e t i n g .

9 ,  G r o s v e n o r  P l a c e  

L o n d o n ,  S . W . l .
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D r a f t  r e p l y  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  K in g d o m  d e l e g a t i o n

t o  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  1 9 4

1 .  The C o u n c i l  t a k e  n o t e  o f  t h e  v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  i n

t h e  A s s e m b l y ' s  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  a n d  w o u l d  w e l c o m e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

a g r e e m e n t  o n  e f f e c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

a r m s  t r a d e .  I n  t h e i r  v i e w ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  p r i m a r y  r e q u i r e m e n t  

f o r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a n  e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g r e e 

m e n t  i s  t h e  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  m a j o r  s u p p l y i n g  c o u n t r i e s ;  

t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  r e c i p i e n t  c o u n t r i e s  w o u l d  a l s o  be  a  k e y  

f a c t o r .  P a s t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b o t h  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a n d  

o u t s i d e ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s u c h  a n  e f f e c t i v e  a g r e e m e n t  w i l l  b e  

v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a c h .  P e n d i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  a g r e e m e n t ,  

m e m b e r  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  W .E .U .  w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  

o f  c a r e f u l l y  s c r u t i n i s i n g  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  s u p p l y  o f  a r m s  o n  i t s  m e r i t s .

2 .  As r e g a r d s  a n  A r b i t r a t i o n  T r i b u n a l  c a p a b l e  o f  

p r o v i d i n g  a  p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s ,  

t h e r e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t s ,  a s  t h e  A s s e m b l y  a r e  a w a r e ,  a t  The H a g u e ,  

t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o u r t  o f  J u s t i c e ,  a  p r i n c i p a l  o r g a n  o f

t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s .

/ 3 .  The  C o u n c i l  . . .
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3 .  The C o u n c i l  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  A g e n c y  i s  n o t  a u t h o r i s e d  

b y  t h e  t e x t s  g o v e r n i n g  i t s  a c t i v i t y  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  t a s k s  

m e n t i o n e d  i n  p a r a g r a p h  3 o f  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  194*

The p o s i t i o n  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 .  By v i r t u e  o f  A r t i c l e  V I I  o f  P r o t o c o l  No. I V ,  t h e  

A g e n c y  o n l y  h a s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d i r e c t  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  

t o  t h e  a r m a m e n t s  l i s t e d  i n  A n n e x e s  I I ,  I I I  a n d  IV  

o f  P r o t o c o l  No. I I I .

2 .  The A g e n c y  i s  n o r m a l l y  i n f o r m e d  o n l y  o f  t h e  

q u a n t i t i e s  o f  a r m a m e n t s  t o  b e  e x p o r t e d

( A r t i c l e  XXTI o f  P r o t o c o l  No. I V ) ,  w i t h o u t  d e t a i l s  

o f  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  o u t s i d e  W .E .U .  The l a s t  

s e n t e n c e  o f  A r t i c l e  X X II  i s  c o n c e r n e d  o n l y  w i t h  

c a s e s  w h e r e  l e v e l s  o f  s t o c k s  a p p e a r  a b n o r m a l .

3 .  A r t i c l e  XXTI o f  P r o t o c o l  No. I V  e x c l u d e s  t h e  

U n i t e d  K in g d o m  f r o m  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  e x p o r t s .

The  r o l e  w h i c h  t h e  A s s e m b l y  w o u l d  l i k e  t h e  A g e n c y  

t o  p l a y  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  w o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  i n v o l v e  a m e n d m e n t  

o f  t h e  a c t u a l  t e x t s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  A g e n c y ,  

t h a t  i s ,  o f  t h e  P r o t o c o l s  t h e m s e l v e s .
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