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Recommendation 341 of the WEU Assembly on the impact of the evolving
situation in the Near and Middle East on Western European security
(Paris, 4 December 1979)
 

Caption: On 4 December 1979, the Assembly of Western European Union (WEU) adopts Recommendation
341 on the impact of the evolving situation in the Near and Middle East on Western European security. It
emphasises that the maintenance of peace in that region is essential for Western Europe’s security and
economic prosperity. The document particularly sets out the Assembly’s position on the consequences of the
Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, on the question of the American hostages in Tehran and on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. It proposes a series of recommendations for the Council, calling on its members to adopt
common positions with regard to Iran, Afghanistan, Israel and the Palestinian Liberation Organisation.

Source: Assembly of Western European Union. ‘Recommendation 341 on the impact of the evolving
situation in the Near and Middle East on Western European security (Paris, eleventh sitting, 4th December
1979)’ in Proceedings: Twenty-fifth ordinary session, Second Part, Vol. IV, Minutes: Official Report of
Debates. Paris: Assembly of WEU. December 1979, pp. 34-35.
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T E X T S A D O P T E D E L E V E N T H S I T T I N G

RECOMMENDATION 341

on the impact of the evolving situation in the
Near and Middle East on Western European security

T h e A s s e m b l y ,

C o n s i d e r i n g t h a t t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f p e a c e i n t h e N e a r a n d M i d d l e E a s t i s e s s e n t i a l f o r W e s t e r n

E u r o p e 's s e c u r i t y a n d e c o n o m i c p r o s p e r i t y ;

R e g r e t t i n g t h a t S o v i e t i n t e r v e n t i o n i n M g h a n i s t a n , f a r f r o m e s t a b l i s h i n g i n t e r n a l p e a c e , p o l i t i c a l

s t a b i l i t y a n d a r e s u m p t i o n o f e c o n o m i c a c t i v i t y i n t h a t c o u n t r y , h a s l e d t o i n t e r c o m m u n a l a n d

r e l i g i o u s s t r i f e a n d c r e a t e d y e t a n o t h e r d i f l i c u l t r e f u g e e p r o b l e m ;

C o n s i d e r i n g t h a t t h e u p h e a v a l i n I r a n i n 1 9 7 8 , i n s p i r e d b y r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r i n c i p l e s , h a s f u r t h e r

d e l a y e d t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f d e m o c r a c y a n d t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f n a t i o n a l u n i t y ;

C o n c e r n e d t h a t b y t a k i n g a n d d e t a i n i n g e m p l o y e e s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s E m b a s s y , i n v i o l a t i o n

o f a l l p r i n c i p l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , I r a n m a y e n d a n g e r w o r l d p e a c e ;

N o t i n g t h a t t h e C a m p D a v i d a g r e e m e n t s , w h i l e e s t a b l i s h i n g p e a c e b e t w e e n I s r a e l a n d E g y p t ,

h a v e s o f a r p r o v i d e d n o s o l u t i o n t o t h e m a i n p r o b l e m s i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t , e s p e c i a l l y t h e P a l e s t i n e

q u e s t i o n ;

C o n s i d e r i n g t h a t s o l u t i o n s w h i c h e x c l u d e p a r t i c i p a t i o n b y t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e d o n o t o f f e r

t h e m t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n a n d m i l i t a t e a g a i n s t t h e u n d e r l y i n g

c a u s e s o f t h e c o n f i i c t ;

C o n s i d e r i n g t h a t t h e p o s i t i o n s a d o p t e d b y J o r d a n a n d e x p r e s s e d b y H i s M a j e s t y K i n g H u s s e i n

i n t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s o n 2 5 t h S e p t e m b e r 1 9 7 9 c o n s t i t u t e a p o s i t i v e s t e p t o w a r d s p e a c e ;

D e p l o r i n g t h a t t h e c o n t i n u i n g e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f I s r a e l i s e t t l e m e n t s o n t h e W e s t B a n k o n l y

m a k e s m o r e d i f l i c u l t a j u s t a n d l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n t o t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p r o b l e m ;

W e l c o m i n g t h e f a c t t h a t t h e N i n e h a v e b e e n a b l e t o s p e a k w i t h a s i n g l e v o i c e o n M i d d l e

E a s t e r n m a t t e r s o n s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y o n 2 5 t h S e p t e m b e r 1 9 7 9 i n t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s

G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y ,

R E C O M M E N D S T H A T T H E C O U N C I L

1 . E i t h e r d i r e c t l y o r w h e r e m o r e a p p r o p r i a t e i n d i r e c t l y t h r o u g h t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f i t s m e m b e r -

s h i p i n E u r o p e a n p o l i t i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n a m o n g t h e N i n e , e n s u r e t h a t c o n s u l t a t i o n b e t w e e n i t s m e m -

b e r s i s e x t e n d e d t o c o v e r m a t t e r s r e l a t i n g t o M g h a n i s t a n a n d I r a n ;

2 . E n s u r e t h a t i t s m e m b e r s r e f r a i n f r o m s e l l i n g a r m s t o I r a n a s l o n g a s i n t e r n a l s t r i f e a n d a r m e d

r e p r e s s i o n c o n t i n u e i n t h a t c o u n t r y a n d c a l l u p o n a l l o t h e r a r m s - s u p p l y i n g c o u n t r i e s t o i m p o s e a

s i m i l a r m o r a t o r i u m ;

3 . A s k I r a n t o f r e e i m m e d i a t e l y t h e h o s t a g e s h e l d i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s E m b a s s y ;

4 . C o n t i n u e t o c o - o r d i n a t e t h e p o s i t i o n s o f i t s m e m b e r s i n t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s a n d c a l l f o r a

c l a r i f i c a t i o n f r o m t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l o f t h e a c t u a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f R e s o l u t i o n 2 4 2 ;

5 . A s k E g y p t , I s r a e l a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s u r g e n t l y t o c o n s u l t w i t h a v i e w t o r e a c h i n g a g r e e -

m e n t o n a m u t u a l l y a c c e p t e d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e C a m p D a v i d a g r e e m e n t s ;

6 . A s k i t s m e m b e r s t o u r g e I s r a e l i m m e d i a t e l y t o a c c e p t t h e e x i s t e n c e o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e

a n d t o r e n o u n c e i t s p o l i c y o f s e t t l e m e n t s o n t h e W e s t B a n k a n d c o m m e n c e n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h v a l i d

P a l e s t i n i a n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o a c h i e v e s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e W e s t B a n k

a n d t h e G a z a S t r i p ;
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TEXTS ADOPTBD ELEVENTH SITTING

RECOMMENDATION 341

on thé impact of thé evoluing situation in thé
Near caïd Middie East on Western European security

Thé Assembly,

Consideriûg that thé maintenance of peace in thé Near and Middie Easfc is essential for Western
Europe's security and économie prosperity ;

Regretting that Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, far from establishing internai peace, political
stability and a resumption of économie activity in that country, has led to intercommunal and
religious strife and created yet another difficult refugee problem ;

Considering that thé upheaval in Iran in 1978, inspired by revolutionary principles, has further
delayed thé introduction of democracy and thé restoration of national unity ;

Concerned that by taking and detaining employées of thé United States Embassy, in violation
of ail principles of international law, Iran may endanger worid peace ;

Noting that thé Camp David agreements, while establishing peace between Israël and Egypt,
hâve so far provided no solution to thé main problems in thé Middie East, especially thé Palestine
question ;

Considering that solutions which exclude participation by thé Palestinian people do not offer
fchem thé possibility of exercising their right to self-détermination and militate against thé underlying
causes of thé conâict ;

Considering that thé positions adopted by Jordan and expressed by His Majesty King Hussein
in thé United Nations on 25th September 1979 constitute a positive step towards peace ;

Deploring that thé continuing establishment of Israeli settlements on thé West Bank oniy
makes more difficult a just and lasting solution to thé Palestinian problem ;

Welcoming thé fact that thé Nine hâve been able to speak with a single voice on Middie
Eastern matters on several occasions, particularly on 25th September 1979 in thé United Nations
Général Assembly,

REOOMMBNDS THAT THE COUNOIL

1. Either directiy or where more appropriate indirectiy through thé participation of its member-
ship in European political co-operation among thé Nine, ensure that consultation between its mem-
bers is extended to cover matters relating to Afghanistan and Iran ;

2. Ensure that its members refrain from selling arma to Iran as long as internai strife and armed
repression continue in that country and cal! upon ail other arms-supplying countries to impose a
similar moratorium ;

3. Ask Iran to free immediately thé hostages held in thé United States Embassy ;

4. Continue to co-ordinate thé positions of its members in thé United Nations and call for a
clarification from thé Security Council of thé actual implications of Resolution 242 ;

5. Ask Egypt, Israël and thé United States urgently to consult with a view to reaching agree-
ment on a nmtually accepted interprétation of thé implications of thé Camp David agreements ;

6. Ask its members to urge Israël immediately to accept thé existence of thé Palestinian people
and to renounce its policy of settlements on thé West Bank and commence negotiations with valid
Palestinian représentatives to achieve self-détermination, including thé inhabitants of thé West Bank
and thé Gaza Strip ;
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T E X T S A D O P T E D E L E V E N T H S IT T IN G

7 . A s k its m e m b e rs to u rg e th e P L O , a ls o im m e d ia te ly , to d e c la re its a c c e p ta n c e o f a n in d e -

p e n d e n t Is ra e li s ta te w ith in in te rn a tio n a lly a g re e d a n d d e f in e d b o rd e rs ;

8 . A s k its m e m b e rs to u rg e u p o n b o th s id e s a to ta l a b a n d o n m e n t o f a n a c ts o f v io le n c e , w h ic h

c a ll in to q u e s tio n th e v a lid ity o f a n y s u c h d e c la ra tio n s ;

9 . U s e its b e s t e n d e a v o u rs , if th e s e p re c o n d itio n s a re m e t, to p ro m o te a b ro a d e r-b a s e d c o n fe re n c e

th a n C a m p D a v id in c lu d in g re p re s e n ta tio n f ro m a ll th e c o u n tr ie s d ire c tly in v o lv e d in th e P a le s tin ia n

d is p u te .

35zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

TEXTS ADOPTED ELEVENTII SITTINGzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

7. Ask its members to urge thé PLO, aiso immediately, to déclare its acceptance of an inde-
pendent Israeli state within internationally agreed and defined borders ;

8. Ask its members to •orge upon both sides a total abandoûment of ail acts of violence, whichzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
call into question thé validity of any such déclarations ;

9. Use its best endeavours, if thèse preconditions are met, to promote a broader-based conférence
than Camp David including représentation from ail thé countries directiy involved in thé Palestinian
dispute.zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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