Secretary-General’s note for the meeting of the seven Foreign Ministers on
18 December (14 December 1954)

Caption: On 14 December 1954, the Secretary-General of Western European Union (WEU) circulates a note
drafted by the Interim Commission for the meeting at ministerial level scheduled for 18 December (document
IWG/20). Following the previous discussions (documents IWG/8 and IWG/10), the Commission has adopted
the principle that no organisation or non-member country should be systematically represented within the
Council or its subsidiary bodies. Moreover, in order to promote cooperation between WEU and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), the Commission suggests that contact should be established between
the Secretaries-General of WEU and NATO and that a NATO observer should be invited whenever the WEU
Council considers it appropriate.

Source: The Interim Commission. Secretrary-General’s note for the meeting of the Seven Foreign Ministers
in Paris, 18th december 1954. 14.12.1952. IWG/16. Copy No 73. 3 p. Archives nationales de Luxembourg
(ANLux). http://www.anlux.lu. Western European Union Archives. Secretariat-General/Council’s Archives.
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14%h December, 1954

WESTERN LUROPEAN UNION

THE INTERIM COMMISSION

Secretary-General's Note

for the Meeting of the Seven Foreign Ministers

in Paris, 18th December, 1954

The Interim Commission set up by the Nine-Power Conference
has met six times since 29th October; for each of the problems
relating to the creation of the constituent bodies of Western
European Union, it has endeavoured to find the solution most likely
to meet the wishes of Governments, in particular as regards the
following points.

1., Permanent Structure of the Council

The Commission considers that, at ministerial level, Govern-
ments should normally be reprcesented by their Foreign Ministers,
assisted where necessary by their colleagues of the technical He
Ministries. It would be for each country to decide its own system
of permanent representation.

2. Machinery for fulfilling the Permanent [ilitary Tasks of the
Council

Since the Agency, within the rdle assigned to it by the
Paris Agreements, would bc the only military body to be set up
within Western European Union, the Council could secek advice on
matters of defence either by applying to NATO, as a general rule,
or by other methods to be dccided in the light of each special
case, such as by calling a meeting of the Chiefs of Staff of the
Brussels Treaty countries, a possibility foresecn as far back as 1951,

%, Machinery for maintaining and extending thc present Activities
of the Brussels Treaty Organisation

The Commission considers that, subjcct to any futurc
decision on the part of the Council, thc present committec structurec
in thc Social and Cultural sphercs should be maintained, as should
the preliminary mcctings hcld on the occasion of the General
Assciblics of the Unitcd Nations, BCOSOC and Unesco, in which Germany
and Italy arc¢ anxious to participatc.
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As regards OEEC, it would appear advisable not to encroach
on the territory of that Organisation, although such a policy
should not in any way precjudicc future economic cooperation between
the Soven Powers.

L, Relationship with other International Organisations and with
Countries who are not signatory to the Brussels Treaty

The Commission, desirous of affirming the individual
character of Western Luropcan Union, agreed in principle that there
should be no permanent or regular represcntation within the Council
or its subsidicry bedics of cther Organisations or non~Mcnber
countrics,

The principle of close collaboration with NATO having been
agrecd, the Commission, scuking to cvolvs the most efficient means
of putting it into effect, invited Lord Ismay to attend ong of its
meetings, It was agreed that, whilst expericnce alone would show
what was the best procedure for ensuring this collaboration, contacts
should be established between the Sceeretaries-~General of the two
Organisations and NATO Wwould be invited to send obscrvers whencever
the Council of Western Luropecan Union considered their presence
desirable. The Commission has reqguested the Secretary-General to
draw their attention to thosc cuestions which may be of interest to
NATO, so that represcntatives can be invited in good time to take
part in discussions,

The same considcrations have led the Commission to agree to
invite the Governments of the United States and Canada to scnd an
observer whenever cuestions of mutual interest are being studied, a
formula which would seem appropriate in the case of meetings of the
Clowm@al it

This procedure would provably mect the wish of the Unitcd
Statecs Govermment, c¢xprcessed in a Mcomoranduu submitted to the Com-
mission, to take part in the discussion of ccrtain questilons,
including those¢ relating to the Laar.

Certain dclegations would like to draw the attcntion of
s to the relations betwecen Westorn Buropcon Union and the
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5. Organisation of the Asse.bly of TJestern European Union

The Commission considers that meetings of the Assembly
might for the sake of greater convenicnce be held in Strasbourg
at the same time as those of the Consultative Asscembly, making usc
of the administrative facilitics available in the Maison de 1'BEurope.

Since the Ministers, when they attend the meecting of
Ministers of the Council of Europe, will be considering the
Resolution adopted by the Consultative Assembly of the Council of
Europe at its Meeting of the 1lth December dealing with the
Assembly ofthe Union md the form of liaison to be established between
the Union and thc Council of Burope, they will no doubt wish to hold
a preliminary exchenge of views on this subjcct, noting in
particular thc¢ following points

a) Representation of the Council of Western Luropean
Union at the Committces of the Assembly, through
ite exccutives and spokesmen from its subsidiary
bodies (Council of Buropc¢ Document 322, II. 6)

b) Communication of the budget of Western Europcan
Union to its Asscmbly (Doc, 322, II. 8)
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c) Appointment of the Clerk to the Assembly and
his relations with the Scerectary-General of
Western Buropcan Union (Doc. 322, II, 9);

d) Relationship between the Asscmblies of Western
European Union and of E.C.S.C. (Doc. 322, C);

e) Date of the lst meeting of the Western European
Union Asscmbly.

6. Agency for the Control of Armaments

Since the drafting of a schemc for the organisation of tho
Agency must be the responsibility of its Dircctor, the Commission
considcers the appointment of this official to be a matter of immed-
iate concern; prcliminary exchanges of view have alrceady been held
on this subject between delegations.

7. Preparation for the Working Group on Arms Production and
Standardisation

This meeting, duec to begin in Paris on 17th January, 1855,
has also been considered by the Commission, which is rcsponsible for
its organisation, and the Sccrctary-Gencral has been reguested to
make the nccessary administrative arrangements with the assistancc
to be provided by the French and other Governments. NATO will be
invited to participatce in the work of these mectings.

8. Other Questions

It has not yet been possible to dcal with certain guestions
such as the working out of agrcements on internal Defoence Forces and
Police, the definition of A. B, C.weapons, the study of special
arrangcments for settling disputce cbcut the intcrpretation and
application of the Treaty and its Protocols, and »roblems arising
from the Franco-German Agreement on the Saar, cither because thelr
scttlement ig considurcd to be less urgent than that of other
guestions or because morc information is nceded before their study
can be undacrtaken.,

Finally, thc Intcrim Commission has rcecquested a number of
Working Groups to submit schcmes for the scttlement of lcgal,
financial and administrative mattcrs relating to the Council and
its bodicecs. Thc drafting of these documents is procceding simul-
tancously with the consideration of political issues.

At thc conclusion of its studies, the Intcrim Commission
intends to prescnt Governments with a draft General Report on the
structure of Western Europcan Union, thus complcting the mission
assigned to it.

2 Faton Placc,
Szl
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