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Recommendation 78 of the WEU Assembly on defence outside the NATO
area (Paris, 7 June 1962)
 

Caption: On 7 June 1962, believing that the interests of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO)
extend outside the geographical boundaries of the Alliance, the Assembly of Western European Union (WEU)
adopts Recommendation 78 on defence outside the NATO area. The Assembly believes that greater
coordination of the political and military policies of NATO partners outside the NATO area is desirable.

Source: Assembly of Western European Union. ‘Recommendation 78 on defence outside the NATO area
(Paris, sixth sitting, 7th June 1962)’ in Proceedings: Eighth ordinary session, First Part, Vol. II, Minutes:
Official Report of Debates. Paris: Assembly of WEU. June 1962, p. 45.
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T E X T S A D O P T E D S I X T H S I T T I N G

RECOMMENDATION 78

on defence outside the NATO area

T h e A s s e m b ly ,

B e l ie v in g th a t th e in te r e s ts o f N A T O e x te n d o u ts id e th e g e o g r a p h ic a l b o u n d a r ie s o f th e

A l l ia n c e ;

N o t in g th a t in th e p a s t c la s h e s o f p o l ic y a n d in te r e s ts h a v e ta k e n p la c e b e tw e e n N A T O

p o w e r s o u ts id e th e s e b o u n d a r ie s w i th r e s u l t s h a r m f u l to th e A l l ia n c e ;

B e l ie v in g th a t a g r e a te r m e a s u r e o f c o - o r d in a t io n in th e p o l i t ic a l a n d m il i ta r y p o l ic ie s o u ts id e

th e N A T O a r e a o f N A T O p a r tn e r s is d e s i r a b le ,

R E C O M M E N D S T O T H E C O U N C I L

1 . T h a t s te p s b e ta k e n to e n h a n c e th e p o l i t ic a l a u th o r i ty o f th e N A T O C o u n c i l in o r d e r to

im p r o v e a n d s t r e n g th e n th e s y s te m o f p o l i t ic a l c o n s u l ta t io n w i th in th e A l l ia n c e ;

2 . T h a t N A T O p o w e r s s h o u ld a s a r o u t in e s u b m it th e i r e x t r a N A T O p o l ic ie s to d is c u s s io n

w i th in s u c h a n im p r o v e d e o n s u l ta t iv e s y s te m ;

3 . T h a t th e N A T O C o u n c i l s h o u ld ta k e s te p s to im p r o v e th e l ia is o n b e tw e e n N A T O , C E N T O

a n d S E A T O a n d th e o th e r d e f e n c e o r g a n is a t io n e o f th e f r e e w o r ld .
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TEXTS ADOPTED SIXTH SITTING

RECOMMENDATION 78

on defence outside thé NATO area

Thé Assembly,

Believing that thé interests of NATO extend outside thé geographical boundaries of thé
Alliance ;

Noting that in thé past clashes of policy and interests hâve taken place between NATO
powers outside thèse boundaries with results harmfui to thé Alliance ;

Believing that a greater measure of co-ordination in thé political and military policies outside
thé NATO area of NATO partners is désirable,

EECOMMENDS TO THE COtTNOIL

1. That steps be taken to enhance thé political authority of thé NATO Council in order to
improve and strengthen thé system of political consultation within thé Alliance ;

2. That NATO powers should as a routine submit their extra NATO policies to discussion
within such an improved consultative system ;

3. That thé NATO Council should take steps to improve thé liaison between NATO, CENTO
and SEATO and thé other defence organisations of thé free worid.
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