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Recommendation 88 of the WEU Assembly on defence outside the NATO
area and the Cuban crisis (Paris, 4 December 1962)
 

Caption: On 4 December 1962, following the successful resolution of the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Assembly
of Western European Union (WEU) adopts Recommendation 88, encouraging the WEU Council to initiate
discussions in the Council of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) on defence outside the NATO
area and the interpretation of Article 6 of the North Atlantic Treaty. The Assembly believes that the Cuban
crisis has clearly shown that actions by NATO powers outside the NATO area have a direct impact on the fate
of all the allies.

Source: Assembly of Western European Union. ‘Recommendation 88 on defence outside the NATO area:
The Cuban crisis (Paris, eleventh sitting, 4th December 1962)’ in Proceedings: Eighth ordinary session,
Second Part, Vol. IV, Minutes: Official Report of Debates. Paris: Assembly of WEU. December 1962, p. 30.
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T E X T S A D O P T E D E L E V E N T H S I T T I N G

RECOMMENDA TION 88

on defence outside the NATO area

The Cuban crlsis

T h e A s s e m b ly ,

N o t in g w i th s a t i s f a c t io n th e p r o m p t a c t io n o f th e U n i te d S ta te s o f A m e r ic a in f a c e o f th e

th r e a t c o n s t i tu te d b y th e S o v ie t b a s e s in C u b a , a n d w e lc o m in g th e s u c c e s s f u l r e s u l t f o r th e f r e e

w o r ld in c o n s t r a in in g th e S o v ie t U n io n to w i th d r a w i t s m is s i l e s f r o m th e s e b a s e s ;

C o n s id e r in g th a t th e C u b a n c r i s i s h a s m a d e c le a r th a t th e a c t io n s b y N A T O p o w e r s o u ts id e

th e N A T O a r e a h a v e a d i r e c t im p a c t u p o n th e f a te o f a l l th e a l l i e s ;

R e f e r r in g to R e c o m m e n d a t io n s 7 7 a n d 7 8 a d o p te d o n 6 th a n d 7 th J u n e 1 9 6 2 ,

R E C O M M E N D S T R A T T H E C O U N C I L

I n i t i a te d i s c u s s io n s in th e N A T O C o u n c i l :

1 . W i th a v ie w to e n h a n c in g i t s p o l i t i c a l a u th o r i ty a n d to a c h ie v in g c lo s e r in te g r a t io n o f m i l i t a r y

a n d p o l i t i c a l p la n n in g a n d a c t io n ;

2 . O n th e in te r p r e ta t io n o f A r t ic le 6 o f th e N o r th A t la n t ic T r e a ty in th e l ig h t o f th e p r e s e n t

s i tu a t io n in w h ic h th o s e c u r i ty o f N A T O m e m b e r S ta te s i s in d iv i s ib le w h e th e r n o r th o r s o u th o f th e

T r o p ic o f C a n c e r .
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TEXTS ADOPTED ELEVENTH SITTTNG

RECOMMENDATION 88

on defence outside thé NATO area

Thé Caban crisis

Thé Assembly,

Noting with satisfaction thé prompt action of thé United Statea of America in face of thé
threafc constituted by thé Soviet bases in Cuba, and welcoming thé successfui resuit for thé free
worid in constraining thé Soviet Union to withdraw its missiles from thèse bases ;

Considering that thé Cuban crisis has made clear that thé actions by NATO powers outside
thé NATO area hâve a direct impact upon thé fate of ail thé allies ;

Referring to Reoommendations 77 and 78 adopted on 6th and 7th June 1962,

RECOMMENDS THAT THE COUÎTOIL

Initiate discussions in thé NATO Council :

1. With a view to enhancing its political authority and to achieving doser intégration of military
and political planning and action ;

2. On thé interprétation of Article 6 of thé North Atlantic Treaty in thé light of thé présent
situation in which thc security of NATO member States is indivisible whether north or south of thé
Tropic of Cancer.
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