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Reply by the WEU Council to Assembly Recommendation 292 on the role
of the Atlantic Alliance in the world today (14 June 1977)
 

Caption: On 14 June 1977, the Secretary-General of Western European Union (WEU) circulates the reply by
the WEU Council to Assembly Recommendation 292 on the role of the Atlantic Alliance in the world today.
Despite the economic crisis affecting the Western world, the Council emphasises the vigilance that must be
exercised in order to ensure balance and stability in Europe, noting the importance of the Helsinki Final Act
and the vital role of effective joint defence in view of the growing threat of the Warsaw Pact. The Council
particularly mentions the action taken by WEU Member States in the various international bodies (CSCE,
NATO, etc.) on issues relating to disarmament, defence, the promotion of parliamentary democracy and
respect for human rights.

Source: Council of the Western European Union. Secretary-General’s note. Recommendation 292 on the role
of the Atlantic Alliance in the world today. London: 14.06.1977. C (77) 84. 3 p. Archives nationales de
Luxembourg (ANLux). http://www.anlux.lu. Western European Union Archives. Secretariat-
General/Council's Archives. 1954-1987. Organs of the Western European Union. Year: 1974, 01/07/1974-
30/06/1977. File 202.413.72. Volume 1/1.
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WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION

W . E . U .  U R L A S S I  H E P  C ( 7 7 )  84

O r i g i n a l :  E n g L i s h / E r e n c h  1 4 t h  J u n e ,

SEC RE  T A R Y -  G E N E RAL ' S NO TE

R e c o m m e n d a t io n  2 9 2  

on  th e  r o l e  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  A l l i a n c e  

i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y  

(C  ( 7 6 )  1 6 4 )

Th e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t e s  h e r e w i t h  th e  

C o u n c i l ' s  r e p l y  t o  A s s e m b l y  R e c o m m e n d a t io n  2 9 2 .

T h i s  r e p l y ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  b y  a l l  

d e l e g a t i o n s  h a s  b e e n  c o m m u n ic a t e d  t o  t h e  A s s e m b l y .

9, G r o s v e n o r  P l a c e ,  

L o n d o n , S . W . 1 .

W . E . U .  U N C LA S S  I  P IE D

1 9 7 7



3/4

R e p l y  t o  R e c o m m e n d a t io n  2 9 2

on  th e  r o l e  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  A l l i a n c e  

i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y

1 .  Th e  C o u n c i l  a r e  a l i v e  t o  t h e  c o n c e r n  e x p r e s s e d  b y

t h e  A s s e m b l y  i n  t h e  p r e a m b l e  t o  R e c o m m e n d a t io n  2 9 2 .  T h i s  

i s  i n  f a c t  n o t  u n c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  a c t i o n  t a k e n  a n d  th e  

r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  b y  t h e  A l l i e s  i n  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s  a s  

e v i d e n c e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  b y  t h e  O t t a w a  D e c l a r a t i o n  a n d  th e  

c o m m u n iq u e s  i s s u e d  a f t e r  m i n i s t e r i a l  s e s s i o n s  o f  th e  N o r t h  

A t l a n t i c  C o u n c i l .

A s  r e g a r d s  d i s a r m a m e n t  a n d  a r m s  c o n t r o l ,  W . E . U .  

m em b er  c o u n t r i e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  th e  c o m p e t e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

b o d i e s  h a v e  p l a y e d  a n d  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  p l a y  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e ,  

w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  th e  a d o p t i o n  o f  m u l t i l a t e r a l  m e a s u r e s  s u b j e c t  

t o  a d e q u a t e  c o n t r o l .  T h i s  a c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  c o m b in e d ,  a s  a n d  

w h en  r e q u i r e d ,  w i t h  c o n s u l t a t i o n s ,  b o t h  a s  p a r t  o f  E u r o p e a n  

p o l i t i c a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  a n d  i n  th e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  

A l l i a n c e .  S u c h  c o n t a c t s  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  f r e q u e n t  i n t e r v a l s .

2 .  Th e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  d e f e n c e  a n d  o f  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e m o c r a c y  h a s  f r e q u e n t l y  b e e n  r e f l e c t e d  i n  

th e  e m p h a s i s  l a i d  on  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  d u r i n g  c o n t a c t s  b e t w e e n  

th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  m em b er  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t h o s e  o f  

o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i ty .  I n  t h i s  

c o n t e x t ,  t h e  m em b er  c o u n t r i e s  o f  W . E . U .  h a v e  b e e n  s p e c i a l l y  

a t t e n t i v e  t o  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  n ew  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  

d e m o c r a c i e s  w h i c h  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  com e  i n t o  b e i n g  i n  s o u t h e r n  

E u r o p e .  T h e r e  i s  a  g r o w i n g  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  t h e s e  d e m o c r a c i e s  

w i l l  t a k e  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  E u r o p e a n  

i n t e g r a t i o n .

3 -  Th e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  p r e a m b l e  t o  th e  m o d i f i e d  B r u s s e l s

T r e a t y  a n d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  r e s p e c t  f o r  f u n d a m e n t a l  hu ma n  

r i g h t s ,  f o r  t h e  d i g n i t y  a n d  w o r t h  o f  t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n  a n d  

f o r  th e  o t h e r  i d e a l s  p r o c l a i m e d  i n  th e  C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

N a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  a  c o n s t a n t  i n s p i r a t i o n  a n d  g u i d e  t o  m em b er  

c o u n t r i e s  o f  W . E . U .  s i n c e  t h e  C o u n c i l  w a s  f i r s t  f o r m e d .  T h i s  

w a s  th e  s p i r i t  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  m a d e  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  th e  

C o n f e r e n c e  on  S e c u r i t y  a n d  C o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  E u r o p e .

M e m b e r  g o v e r n m e n t s  h a v e  s t a t e d  r e p e a t e d l y  t h a t  

t h e y ^ r e g a r d  t h e  H e l s i n k i  d o c u m e n t  a s  a  m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

t o  d e t e n t e  a n d  m u tu a l  u n d e r s l a n d i n g  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  h a v e  

s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  t e x t  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  

r e s p e c t  f o r  h u m a n  r i g h t s .

/  Th u .s ,
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T h u s ,  t h e y  h a v e  k e p t  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  

o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  m e e t i n g  i n  

B e l g r a d e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  h o w  f a r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  

th e  P i n a l  A c t  h a v e  b e e n  i m p l e m e n t e d  a n d ,  p o s s i b l y ,  t o  s e e k  

i m p r o v e m e n t s  w h i c h  m a y  b e  b o t h  d e s i r a b l e  a n d  e x p e d i e n t .

4 . Th e  C o u n c i l  r e c o g n i z e  th e  d i s t u r b i n g  n a t u r e  o f

t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  i n s t a b i l i t y  a n d  u n c e r t a i n t y  h a n g i n g  o v e r  

E u r o p e  a n d  d e t e n t e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  g r o w t h  

i n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  o f f e n s i v e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  a r m e d  

f o r c e s  o f  t h e  W a r s a w  P a c t  c o u n t r i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  th e  

a r e a  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  T r e a t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  

M e d i t e r r a n e a n .

Th e  C o u n c i l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

v i g i l a n c e  m u s t  b e  e x e r c i s e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  s t a b i l i t y  

i n  t h e  a r e a  a n d  t h a t  a n  e f f e c t i v e  com m on  d e f e n c e  m u s t  b e  

m a i n t a i n e d  a s  i n  t h e  p a s t  i n  s p i t e  o f  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  

p e r s i s t e n t  e c o n o m ic  c r i s i s .


