Background note from the British Foreign Office for the WEU Council
Ministerial Meeting held on 12 and 13 October 1967 (London, October

1967)

Caption: In preparation for the 329th meeting of the Council of Western European Union (WEU) to be held
at ministerial level in London on 12 and 13 October 1967, the Foreign Office expresses its views on the draft
report drawn up by the WEU Secretariat-General and reviewed in the WEU Council on relations between the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) and WEU. The British are particularly concerned about the
consequences of France's withdrawal from the NATO military structure.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office, Western Organisations and Co-ordination
Department and Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Western Organisations Department: Registered Files (W
and WD Series). WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION (WEU). Relations with NATO. 01/01/1967-31/12/1968,
FCO 41/267 (Former Reference Dep: WU 4/3/1 PART B).
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9.
wes provided thet @1l the forces of member stste

the politicsl issues raised by French actiona. In
1950 the W.E.U. Council agreed that the military
obligations of the Brussels Treaty should be fulfilled
through NATO and thst W.E.U. should not keep a
sepsrate militsry orgsnisetion. Thus eny aciion
weakening NATO is bound to reduce the effectiveness of
the mutuel militery obligetions u'f the members of
w.B,U. MNoreover -‘b:g her noves France will, unless new
netion is teken, secure 3 privileged position in
W.B.U. since her forces will be subject to fewer

controls than those of her allies.

Under the London and Paris agreements o
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common defence stutioned on the meinland
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F'. Special Annex to the Treaty on the establistment of a
Zuropean Defence Community, to which Article I(a) refers.

10, TNow that France has withdrawn #ll her forces from

under NATO commsnd, the limitations set out in Article I

of Protocol No. II, which specifically rofer to forces

ander NATO commsnd, are no longer legully applicable %o |
any French forces. These forces sre subject only %o the |
less exacting control procedures laid down in the Modified

Brussels Treaty and related sgreements covering forces for

I the common defence remsining under nationsl command.
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o 11, Lven though 1% 4s unlikely thet France will in fact
| want fo exceed the 1imits laid down in the Special .hfi’n*ui:‘ll
there 13 no reason why she should have a privileged nn;i

in this reapect, Moreover 1t would be doubly umqg;{gf =-ﬂru

A led other countries, e.g. Germany to nha;,maggq_ e -***':*:;:” f o
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h. following unilatersl Declaration st the meetins of the

Permsnent Council on 13 September:

‘ "The French Government resffirm thst they sbide by
the ceilinge for strengthe of forces referred fo inm
the first Article of Protocol No. II of 2%rd COctober |
1954 du veapect of Pranch units atationed in the (J
Federal Republic of Germsny who might be called ugon |

to co-operate with the sllied forces.“

14. Although the Ttalians were prepacsd to sccept the J

French Declsration, the initial response of the Germans and

i the Dutch was that 1% did not go far enough. This is also
1S owr view. The political snd legsl issues raised by the

Decl=ration will requive  zood desl of further etudy. |
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