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(October 1960)
 

Caption: In October 1960, the British diplomatic services issue an internal brief intended to guide ministers
at the NATO Ministerial Meeting in Paris (16–18 October 1960). The note focuses on the deployment and
control of nuclear weapons in the Atlantic Alliance and sets out the position to be adopted on the issues of
medium-range ballistic missiles (MRBMs), the stockpile of nuclear weapons and the strategic deterrent.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Cabinet Office and predecessors: Registered Files (1916 to
1965). Defence policy review. 01/01/1958-31/12/1960, CAB 21/4914 (Former Reference Dep: File
19/10/205/2 Pt 3).

Copyright: (c) The National Archives of the United Kingdom

URL:
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/brief_by_the_british_diplomatic_services_on_nuclear_weap
ons_in_nato_october_1960-en-138f0623-146b-4aa7-a4ab-7fa1b1531a4a.html

Last updated: 25/10/2016

http://www.cvce.eu/obj/brief_by_the_british_diplomatic_services_on_nuclear_weapons_in_nato_october_1960-en-138f0623-146b-4aa7-a4ab-7fa1b1531a4a.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/brief_by_the_british_diplomatic_services_on_nuclear_weapons_in_nato_october_1960-en-138f0623-146b-4aa7-a4ab-7fa1b1531a4a.html


2/10

SE C RE T

( a )  NU CLEAR WEAPONS IK  N . A . T . 0 .

1 .  T h is  b r i e f  i s  in te n d e d  to  g u id o  M in is te r s  a t  th e  

N .A .T .O .  M in i s t e r i a l  M e e tin g  in  P a r is  on  th e  v a r io u s  

s u g g e s t io n s  th a t  a r e  now  b e in g  d is c u s s c d  f o r  th e  d e p lo y ­

m en t a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  n u c le a r  w ea pon s  in  N .A .T .O .  T h ere  

a r e  th r e e  m a in  id e a s

( a )  M .R. B . M. s  f o r  N .A .T .O .

( b )  N .A .T .O .  s t o c k p i l e  o f  n u c le a r  w ea p on s

( c )  A  N .A .T .O .  s t r a t e g i c  d e te r r e n t

T h e s e  w e r e  m e n tio n e d  b y  G e n e r a l N o r s ta d  in  h is  s p e e c h  to  

th e  N .A .T .O .  P a r l ia m e n ta r ia n s  on  2 1 s t N ovem b er , b u t th e y  

a r e  n o t  new .

2 . T h e  A m e r ic a n s  h a ve  p e r s u a d e d  th e m s e lv e s  th a t  

s o m e th in g  m u s t b e  d on e to  r a l l y  N .A .T .O .  A lth o u g h  th e r e  

i s  n o  im m e d ia te  d a n g e r  o f  N .A .T .O .  b r e a k in g  u p , th e  

A l l i a n c e  i s  n o t  in  a  h e a lth y  s t a te .  C u r r e n t f e a r s  a n d  

u n c e r t a in t ie s  a r i s e  p a r t l y  fr o m  G e n e r a l d c  G a u l l e 's  a t t i tu d e  

to w a r d s  th e  A l l i a n c e  a n d  to w a r d s  th e  p r in c ip l e s  o f  

in t e g r a t e d  d e fe n c e ,  a n d  p a r t l y  fr o m  d ou b ts  in  th e  m in ds

o f  th e  E u rop ea n  m em b ers  o f  N .A .T .O .  a b ou t U n ite d  S ta te s  

w i l l in g n e s s  to  p r o t e c t  E u rop e u n d er  c o n d it io n s  o f  " n u c le a r  

e q u i l ib r iu m " .

3 . Th e A m e r ic a n s  h a v e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b een  c o n s id e r in g  

w a ys  o f  a c h ie v in g  th e  f o l l o w in g  p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c t iv e s

( a )  to  g i v e  th e  E u rop ea n  N .A .T .O .  c o u n tr ie s  

th e  f o e l i n g  th a t  th e y  h a ve a  s h a re  

in  th e  m a in  d e te r r e n t ,  i . e .  th a t  th e y  

w i l l  h a ve  a  c a l l  on n u c le a r  w ea pon s
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when European c o un t r i e s  are  b e i n g  t h re a t e n e d ;

( b )  t o  prom ote  t he  s o l i d a r i t y  o f  the  A l l i a n c e  and t o  

r e a ssu re  the  European members t h a t  t he  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  

in t e n d s t o  rem ain f u l l y  comm it ted t o  t he  N o rt h  A t l a n t i c  

T re a t y  de fe n c e  sy st em ;

( c )  t o  p re v e n t  t he  dev e lopm ent  o f  f u r t h e r  n a t i o n a l  n u c l e a r  

weapons programmes an d , i n  p a r t i c u l a r , t he  West  German 

programme.

4 .  T h i s  h as l e d  t he  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  Governm ent  t o  d e c i d e  t o  put  

f o rw a rd  m o d i f i e d  p ro p o sa ls  a t  the  NATO M i n i s t e r i a l  m e e t in g , l a r g e l y  

t o  ho no ur P r e s i d e n t  E i se n h o w e r 's  o f f e r  i n  1957 t o  g i v e  NATO a  sh are  

i n  1 se c o nd  g e n e ra t i o n 1 K .R .B .M .s .

A m e r ic a n  p r o p o s a ls

5. Under t h e i r  l a t e s t  p r o p o s a l s ,  the  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  Governm ent  

w i l l ,  a t  t he  NATO M i n i s t e r i a l  m e e t in g :-

( i )  a s s i g n  5 n u c l e a r  s u b m a rin es  w i t h  80 POLARIS m i s s i l e s  

t o  SACEUR b y  1963;

( i i )  e x p re ss  the  hope  t h a t  o t h e r  NATO c o u n t r i e s  wo uld

c o n s i d e r  the  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  m u l t i l a t e r a l  K ,R .B.k *. f o r c e  

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  100 POLARIS m i s s i l e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t he  

5 subm arine s i n  o rd e r  t o  meet SACEUR 's re q u i re m e n t ;

( i i i )  g uaran t e e  t h a t  Am erican n u c l e a r  w arhe ads w i l l  rem ain  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  NATO f o r  as  l o n g  a s  t he y  a re  r e q u i r e d  

by  NATO m i l i t a r y  p la n s ;

( i v )  e x p re ss  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  c o n s i d e r  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  

e x t e n d in g  t he  a u t h o r i t y  o f  NATO o v e r  t he  s t o c k p i l e  o f  

n u c le a r  w arhe ads i n  A .C .E .

A lt h o ug h  t h e se  p ro p o sa ls  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  l e a d  t o  t he  

deve lopm ent  o f  a  perm anent  NATO r .R .B . l ' . f o r c e ,  t h e re  i s  a  h i n t  o f  

t he  e st abl i sh m e n t  o f  a  NATO s t o c k p i l e  o f  n u c l e a r  weapo ns.

6 . We re c o g n ic o  t he  im po rt ance  o f  a c h i e v i n g  t h e se  aim s and w o uld  

warm ly  supp( r t  t he  Am ericans i n  s e e k in g  t o  do  s o .  We exam ine  be lo w

SECRET



4/10

*^*at  e x t e n t  tho p ro p o sa ls  in  p arag rap h  5 meet t h e se  o b j e c t i v e s .

.* b r i e f  c o v e rs the  o t h e r  sug g e st i o n s s e t  o ut  i n  p arag rap h  1.

N A T O  K . R . B . K ,  F O R C E

B a ck grou n d

7* We a re  committed i n  p r i n c i p l e  t o  sup p o r t i n g  the  Gat e s  

p ro p o sa l  f o r  m o de rn ising  SACEUR*s t a c t i c a l  s t r i k e  f o r c e s  by  

p r o v i d i n g  him w i t h  M .R .B .l '.s :  we hav e  e n t e re d  r e s e r v a t i o n s  abo ut

num bers and deploym ent  o f  t he se  weapons: we hav e  suc c e e de d i n  o ur

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t he  p ro p o sa l  t hat  t h e se  weapons sh o uld  be  made in  

Euro pe * The Gat e s p ro p o sa l  has met w i t h  l i t t l e  e n t husiasm  among 

t he  member n a t i o n s  o f  NATO but  has been k e p t  a l i v e  l a r g e l y  by  the  

e f f o r t s  o f  SACEUR and M. Spaak.

8 . The l a t e s t  Am erican p ro p o sa ls  r e p re se n t  a  c o n s id e rab le  

m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  o r i g i n a l  scheme o u t l i n e d  t o  us i n  O c t o be r . The 

A m e ric ans hav e  gone  a  l o n g  way t o  meet the  o b je c t i o n s  we t he n  had  t o  

t h e i r  i d e a s ,  s e t  o ut  in  Annex B. To some e x t e n t ,  t he  p re se n t  Un i t e d  

S t a t e s  ad m in i s t ra t i o n  has had t o  m o di fy  i t s  p lan s  be c ause  o f  

C o n g re ss i o n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and be c ause  the  new a d m in i s t r a t i o n  r e f u s e s  

t o  be  com m it ted t o  i t s  p re d e c e sso rs*  p o l i c i e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t he  

p re se n t  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  Government a r e  d i sap p o in t e d  a t  o ur c o o l  

re sp o n se  t o  what  appe are d  t o  them t o  be  an im ag in at i v e  p la n  ne ede d  

t o  s t re n g t h e n  NATO bo t h  m i l i t a r i l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y *

I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  Am erican p ro p o sa ls

9* We can argue  t h at  o ur suppo rt  f o r  t he  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  p ro p o sa l  

t o  a s s i g n  80 POLARIS m i s s i l e s  t o  SACEUR g o e s some way t o w ards s a t i s ­

f y i n g  o ur commitment t o  sup p o rt  the  Gat e s  p ro p o sa l  t o  p ro v i d e  NATO 

w i t h  M *R *B.r*s*

10 . We ac c e p t  t h a t  on the  b a s i s  o f  p r e se n t  NATO s t r a t e g y  SACEUR 

has a  c ase  on m i l i t a r y  g ro unds f o r  r e p l a c i n g  w i t h  K .R *B.M .s some o f  

h i s  s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  which a re  bec om ing i n c r e a s i n g l y  v u ln e r a b l e  on 

base  and o v e r  t a rg e t *  But , i n  r u r  v i e w  t he  f i r s t  re q uire m e n t  i s  f o r  

a co m prehensiv e  st udy  o f  t he  p urp o se s , c o n t r o l  and deploym ent  o f  t he  

n u c le a r  arm oury  i n  suppo rt  o f  NATO, w i t h  the  o b j e c t  o f  m ak ing the  

d e t e r r e n t  as  e f f e c t i v e  as  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o ut  w ast e  o f  r e so u rc e s*
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*11 • We ape  not  y e t  conv inced t h at  t h e re  i s  a  c ase  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  

w i t h  t he se  v capons even f o r  d e t e r re n t  purpo se s • 7 be  a a i n

West e rn d e t e rre n t  remains the Un i t e d  S t a t e s  and B r i t i s h  s t r a t e g i c  

s t r i k e  f o r c e s • I t  i s  p o ss i b l e  t h at  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e e so n s ,  i . e *  t o

ac h le v c  the  Am erican o b je c t i v e s ,  t h e rs nay  be  grounds f o r  p r o v i d i n g  

KATO v l t h  8000 M .H .B.M .s under soaae f o r a  o f  3UT0 c o n t r o l  a r r a n g e o c n t s .  

T hese  m at te rs a re  under c o n sid e ra t i o n  'ey the  o f f i c i a l  W o rldn g  P a r t y *

12 . Vie a r e  av e rse  from  s t a t i o n i n g  i n  W es te rn  G ers a n y a n d

f ro m  g i v i n g  t be  Gom ans the appe aranc e  o f  h a vin g  a  r e a l  s h a r e  i n  t b e  

c o n t ro l  o f  t he se  weapons, bat  we a r e  not  w i l l in g  o p e n ly  t o  d l s c r l a l . r ^ t e  

a g a in s t  t be  Genaans. A s t be  ~e e r i c an e  r e c o g n is e ,  o t b e r  s e r i o u s  

problem s a r i s i n g  from  t be  e xam inat io n  o f  th e  A s c r l c a n  i d e a  f o r  

e s t a b l i sh i n g  a  permanent U.H .B.M . fo r c e  in  KATO a r e :  —

( 1)  e n surin g  adequate  p o l i t i c a l  and s o l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t b e  

use  o f  t be  M .H .B.M .s;

(1 1 )  t be  p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  o f  E u l t i n a t i c n a l  sa n n i n g ;

( i l l )  t be  heavy  a d d itio n a l f in a n c ia l  burd e n  f c r  t b e  U n i t e d

K ingdoa (an d , o f  c o u r se ,  f o r  t b e  o t b e r  B e a te r s  c f  U S O )  

o f  p ro v id in g  ou r sh are  c f  t be  f u r t h e r  100 PGLAHXS m i s s i l e s .  

13 »  I t  i s  be in g  sugge st e d  t o  t b e  ¿-.“3  r l e a n s  t h a t  i t  I s  u n d e s i r a b l e  

t h at  they  sho uld  m ent ion a s p e c i f i c  m s b e r  o f  POLAxIS m i s s i l e s ,  a s  I t  

w i l l  h i t  t be  h e ad lin e s b e fo r e  we  o r t b e  A m e ric an s ba r e  be e  t i s e  to 

c o nside r t be  requirem ent s o r  t b e  p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  o f  t b e  w h o le  s u g g e s t ! c n .

r..7C 3T CCr? IL3  0?  SUCL3A5 W3AP05S

Tbe p ro po sal

1U. Ge ne ral Hors ta d  h a s , on  v a r i o u s  o c c a s i o n s ,  sug g e s t e d  t h a t  t be  re  

should b e a  KATO s to c k p ile  c t n u c le a r  w arh e ad s. T be  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

G cverm en t have in d ic a to d  th e ir  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  e xan i iac  a  s c b e c e  c f  

th is  a n d  I f  I t  i s  s u gges ted  a t  th e  3U T0 M i n i s t e r i a l  s e e t l n g .  T L i s  

s to c k p ile  n ig h t com p ris e a  c r o s s -s e c t i o n  o f  t be  n u c l e a r  a a r b e a d s  I n

S tXKJB 's  armou ry in c lud in g  up t o  a  h a l f  t b e i r  t o t a l  :- - - - b e r .  I t

w o uld  b e In  tb e  ch a rge o f  a  C o o s l t t e e ,  c o n s i s t i n g
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P erh a p s  o f  th e  S o c r o ta r y - G c n c r a l,  U n ited  Kingdom  and  P r a n ce ,

to g e th e r  w ith  th o s e  o f  tw o o th e r  NATO c o u n tr ie s  In  r o ta t io n .

G e n e r a l N o r s ta d  has  n e ve r  b een  s p e c i f ic  o r  c o n s is t  .n t a b ou t th e

p ow ers  o f  t h is  C om m ittee. H is  p r o p o s a ls 'h a ve  v a r ie d  c i t h e r  ( a ) '

fr o m  g iv l n r  NATO a  s h a re  in  th e  c o n tr o l  o f  th e  u s e o f -  thfc vra rh ea ds

to  ( b )  p rovid in g *  NATO o n ly^ iv ith  in fo r m a tio n  a b ou t th e  s i z e  a n d

d is t r ib u t io n  o f  th e  s to c k p ile ,  nnd c o n tr o l  o v e r  th e  r em ova l: o f  
th e  w a rh ea d s  from  E u rope.

Im p lic a t io n s

1 5« T h is  id e a  h a s  n o t y e t  b een  exa m in ed  b u t th e  fo l lo w in g  a r e  

some o f  th e  c o n s id e r a tio n s  th a t a r is e .

1 6 . A  NATO s to c k p ile  in  one o r  o th e r  o f  th es e  fo rm s  m igh t in  

v a r y in g  d e g r e e s  r e a s s u r e  E u ropea n  members o f  NATO th a t  n u c le a r  

w a rh ea d s  w ou ld  b e a v a i la b le  in  t h e i r  d e fe n c e .  Th e s h a red  c o n tr o l  

o f  u s e  w h ich  must b e  made p u b lic  i f  i t  i s  t o  a c h ie v e  i t s  a im  w ou ld  

r a is e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a b ou t th e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  th e  d e te r r e n t .  T h is  

d i f f i c u l t y  m igh t b e overcom e b y th e  co m p lic a te d  d e v ic e  o f  p u ttin g  

o n ly  a  p a r t  o f  th e  p r e s e n t n u c le a r  a rm ou ry in  th e  s to c k p i l e ,  a s  

O e n e r a l N o r s ta d  h a s  s u g g es ted .

17. Th e U n ited  S ta te s  G overnm ent w i l l  h a ve to  m od ify  p r e s e n t 

U n ite d  S ta te s  l e g i s l a t io n  i f  th ey  a r e  to  s u r r en d e r  cu s to d y  o f  th e  

n u c le a r  w a rh ea d s  to  NATO.

18. An y scheme o f  th is  k in d  w ou ld  b e  w a rm ly s u p p or ted  b y th e  

F e d e r a l G erman G overnm ent a n d  w elcom ed b y o th e r  members o f  NATO, 

b u t i t  i s  u n l ik e ly  to  d e f l e c t  G en era l de G a u lle  from  h is  d e c is io n  

to  b u ild  up a F ren ch  " fo r c e  de fr a p p e " .  A  scheme o f  th e  typ e  in  

p a ra g ra p h  lU ( a )  w ou ld  p r o b a b ly  s a t is fy  th e  a s p ir a tio n s  o f  o th e r  

NATO c o u n tr ie s  w h ich  had  w is h ed  to  b ecom e in d ep en d en t n u c le a r  

p ow ers .

United Kingdom attitude

1 9 . A  scheme on th e  l in e s  o f  1 i» (b )  w ou ld  n o t r a is e  th e  d i f f i ­

c u l t ie s  o f  c o n tr o l  o f  u se o f  n u c le a r  w eapons and lo o k s  p r o m is in g .

2 0 . I f ,  h ow ever , a scheme on  th e  l in o s  o f  1 l» (a )  co u ld  b o w orkod  

ou t th a t w ou ld  roa a s n r *  NATO w ith o u t dotra ts  t in g  fr o n  th e  c r e d i b i l i t y

PECRET
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o f  the We st e rn  d e t e r re n t  and w i t h o ut  im po sing  a  he av y  a d d i t i o n a l  

burd e n  on o ur  ro so uro o s , wo sh o uld  v/olooroe i t #  I t  w o uld  h av e  t he  

m e ri t  o f  a c h i e v i n g  the  p o l i t i c a l  aim s o f  p ro m o t ing  the  c o h e s i o n  o f  

NATO and p e rh ap s o f  o he c k ing  the  em ergence  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  in de pe n de n t  

n u c le a r  po w e rs w i t h o ut  t he  o b j e c t i o n s  in h o re n t  i n  t he  pe rm anent  

NATO M .R .B.M . schem e, i . e .  p r o v i d in g  A l l i e d  Command Euro pe  and  

e s p e c i a l l y  t he  Germ ans, w i t h  what  a r e ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  s t r a t e g i c  

weapo ns; and the  demand f o r  an  a d d i t i o n a l  Un i t e d  K ingdom  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  NATO.

NATO STRATEG IC  DETERRENT POBCB

T he p ro p o sa l

21 . T h i s  p ro p o sa l  do o s n o t  fo rm  p e r t  o f  t he  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  p l a n  

f o r  NATO. I t  has be e n  m ent ioned p u b l i c l y  by  Ge n e ra l  N o ra  t ad ,  

a l t h o ug h  i t  i s  n o t  adv o c at e d  by  him . In d e e d , Ge n e ra l  N o rs t ad  has  

alw ay s be e n  c a r e f u l  t o  base  h i s  re q uire m e n t  f o r  l  .R .B .M .s  on t h e i r  

t a c t i c a l  use . Howev er, t he  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  Governm ent  r e c o g n i se  

t h a t  t he  NATO M .R .B.M .s m ight  sh are  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  " d e e p e r  

t a r g e t s " .  T h i s  i d e a  i s  u n l i k e l y  t o  a r i s e  a t  t he  NATO m e e t in g  and 

i t  has n o t  be e n  s t ud i e d .

U .K . TACTICS AT NATO MINISTERIAL TESTING

22 . A lt h o ug h  t he  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  Governm ent  w i l l  be  p u t t i n g  f o rw a rd  

i n  NATO the  p ro p o sa ls  s e t  out  i n  p arag rap h  5 t h e y  a r e  no t  

e x p e c t i n g  much d i s c u ss i o n  o f  them, and c e r t a i n l y  no  d e c i s i o n s  can  

be  re ac h e d , a t  t he  M i n i s t e r i a l  m e e t ing . The A m ericans w i l l  e x p e c t  

us t o  suppo rt  them and we hav e  ag re e d  t o  g i v e  what  sup p o rt  we c an .

23 . I n  g e n e ra l ,  we can suppo rt  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e s  ( s e t  out  I n  

p arag rap h  3).: we a re  bound t o  welcome t he  assignm e nt  o f  t he  5

n u c l e a r  subm arines t o  NATO, as  we hav e  suppo rt e d  in  p r i n c i p l e  in  

NATO t h e  G at e s ' p r o p o sa l :  we can c e r t a i n l y  welcome the  Un i t e d

S t a t e s  unde rt ak ing  t o  kee p t h e i r  n u c le a r  warheads a v a i l a b l e  f o r  

NATO f o r c e s  as  l o n g  as NATO m i l i t a r y  p lan n in g  r e q u i r e s  them. As 

we have no t  had t i m e 't o  st udy  t he  f u l l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t he  I d e as  

put  f o rw ard  by  t he  Am ericans f o r  st udy  in  NATO, i . e .  a pe rm ane nt

8ECRET
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N ATO  fc .R .B .M . f o r c e  a n d  p o s s ib ly  a  NATO s to c k p i le  o f  n u c le a r  

w e a p o n s , w e s h o u ld  a v o id  s u p p o r tin g  th em . We c a n , h o w eve r ,  

a g r e e  th a t  th e s e  p ro b lem s  s h o u ld  b e  exa m in ed  in  N ATO . A tta c h e d  

a t  A n n ex  C i s  a  s u g g e s te d  fo rm  o f  w ord s  f o r  u s e  d u r in g  th e  d i s ­

c u s s io n  o f  th e  A m e r ica n  p r o p o s a l  a t  th e  NATO M in is t e r ia l  m e e tin g .  

2 lw  T h e r e  rem a in s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  a  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  th e s e  s tu d ie s  

t o  b e  u n d e r ta k e n . I f  c a r r ic d  o u t in  a  NATO fo ru m , we a r e  l i k e l y  

t o  b e  fa c e d  w ith  th e  f i x e d  p o s it io n s  o f  SACEUR a n d  th e  I n t e r ­

n a t io n a l  S t a f f .  We w o u ld  p r e f e r  to  h a ve  tim e  to  c o n c e r t  an  

a g r e e d  p o l i c y  w ith  th e  n ew  A m er ica n  A d m in is tr a t io n  b e fo r e  t r y in g  

t o  in f lu e n c e  NATO th in k in g .  To  t h i s  en d  we m ig h t s u g g e s t  th a t  

th e  f i r s t  s te p  m ig h t b e  th e  c i r c u l a t io n  o f  a  p a p e r  b y  th e  

S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l i d e n t i f y in g  th e  v a r io u s  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  

e x a m in a tio n .

2 5 . I t  i s  h op ed  th a t  th e  P erm a n en t R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  w i l l  w ork  

o u t th e  l i n e s  o f  th e  com m u niqu é in  a d va n ce  o f  th e  M in i s t e r ia l  

m e e tin g .  A  n o te  on  th e  g u id a n c e  s e n t to  S i r  P a u l M ason  i s  a t  

A n n ex  D .

S E C RE T
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I  w ou ld  l i k e ,  on b e h a lf o f  H er  M a je s ty 's  

G overn m en t, to  woloomo th e gen erou s  o f f e r  made b y  th e  

U n ite d  S ta te s  G ovornm ont to  a s s ig n  p a r t o f  th o ir  l a t e s t  

weapon s y s te n  to  th e N o r th  A tln n tio  A l l ia n c e ,  and a ls o  

f o r  th e ir  im p or ta n t u n d er ta k in g  to  keep  th e ir  n u c lea r  

w a rh oa ds  a v a ila b le  f o r  NATO fo r c e s  a s lo n g  a s  NATO 

m il it a r y  p ln .m in g  r e q u ir e s  thorn.

I  am s u re th a t th es e  a rra n gem en ts  w i l l  b e  a  s ou rce 

o f  g r o a t  s tr e n g th  to  th o A l l ia n c e .  H ore i s  p r o o f 

in d ood  o f  th e  im p orta n ce th e  U n ited  S te te s  G overnm en t 

a tta o h o s  to  th is  A l l ia n o o  and th os e p r o p o s a ls  p r o v id e  an 

a d eq u a te r ea s s u r a n ce , i f  a n y w ere n eed ed , th a t th e A m erica n  

G overn m en t r o g a rd s  i t s  fu cu ro  d e fen ce  p o l ic y  a s  bou nd up 

in  NATO. Wo a r e  g la d  to  b e a b le  to  s u p p ort w h o leh ea r ted ly  

th e  ob jeo tiV Q B  u n d e r ly in g  th e A m erica n  p r o p o s a ls .

Th o U n ite d  S ta te s  G overnm en t ha ve a ls o  s u g g es ted  

th a t NATO s h ou ld  exnm ino th e p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  d e ve lo p in g  a 

perm a n en t M .R .B .M . fo r c e .  H er M a je s ty 's  G overnm en t w is h  

to  s u p p or t th is  s u g g e s tio n  to o ,  b u t th ey  f e e l  th a t th e 

ex a m in a tion  s h ou ld  n o t b e co n fin e d  o n ly  to  th is  p rob lem .

A n o th er  id e a  b r i e f l y  m en tion ed  b y  - -- - - - - - -  im p lie d  th a t

th e  U n itod  S ta te s  G overnm en t w ou ld  b e w i l l in g  to  co n s id e r  

s u g g es tio n s  f o r  in o r o n s in g  th o a u th o r ity  o f  NATO over  

th o s to c k p ile  o f  n u o loa r  weapons in  A l l i e d  Command 

E u rop e. I  s h ou ld  l ik o  to  s oe th o ex a m in a tion  c o ve r  th is  

in te r e s t in g  p ro p o s a l and a n y o th e r s  th a t may ha ve b een  

made. In  ou r  v ie w ,  th e f i r s t  r eq u irem en t in  su ch  an 

ex a m in a tion  is  f o r  a  com p reh en s ive s tu d y o f  th e  p u rp os es , 

o o n tr o l ,  and d ep loym en t o f  th o n u o loa r  a rm ou ry in  s u p p ort
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ot 5 ATO , w ith  th e  o b je c t  o f  = e> iE €  « iß  d e te r r e n t 

e f f e c t i v e  a s  p o s s ib le  w ith o u t w a s te  o f  * *'


