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Memorandum of Understanding on the arrangements for collaboration
between the United Kingdom and France on research and development
(London, 20 December 1957)
 

Caption: On 20 December 1957, the British Ministry of Defence issues a memorandum of understanding on
the arrangements for collaboration between the United Kingdom and France on research and development.
The aim of the arrangements described in the memorandum is to coordinate the design and production of
arms by sharing experience and knowledge, providing facilities, and ensuring the full exchange of technical
information between the two governments on specific projects.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Ministry of Supply and successors: Registered
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SECRET 

AN E.< TO 
ｾ ＺＬＮＺ ｳ Ｎ＠ c. / M(57)!2 

:.rn:t.!OH;b'.DU:. Oi:" ｬｬｎｄｅｒｓｾＧａｋ ｄｉ ｎｇ｟ｏﾫ＠ THE 
ARRA;,..,4:::.;.'"S i'OR :;OLLl.BORA'i'IO!I B;:T''IEEf. 

'.:::;:::: ;i:, I .L Ｍｾｄ＠ KirGDOL t11D }!',Ai.<CE. 
O:. R' $..!,,\. ,c;Z-AfiD DE\GLOP. 'i.17T 

This !.;emoranaurn o,' l1nu-;.rs"1;andi ng sets f orth the de t a i l ed 
arrangemC;nts bt.:twee. th, Govcr·nm0r.t 01 l'rance and Her ｾＮ Ｚ ｡ｪ ･ ｳｴｹ Ｇ＠ s 
Covt: rnment i.r> the Uni t1.;d ＬｩｮｾｃＮＮｯｭ＠ and ｾＧｯ ｲ ｴｨ＠ .... rn Ire l and for 
｣ｯ Ｍ ｯｰＱＮ［ ｲ ｡ ｴｩ ｯｾ＠ on '{;hoe. proj<.,.c ts in 'l;ht: fielu o: research and 
ｾＮＬ［ｙ＼Ｎ［ｬ ｯ ｰｭｴ［ｮ ｴ＠ wliicl'. h:_y., bc .. n , or m::iy b.., dc,1.;med by t he two 
Gov ,,;rnrr.e;nte t o bv ｬｩｫｾｬｊ＠ to achi <::VC: the a i ms dcscribe;C:. in 
ｐＧｬ ｲ ｾｧ ｲ ｡ｰｨ＠ ｾ Ｎ＠ ｩＧｨﾷｾｳ＠ ... r..rr.:in ..,1,,.,nts ':1ill bt::: subjc:c c to the 
SbCUri 'l;y p r ovisions ｣ｯｮｴｾｩｮＬ､＠ in t he .\."lncx t o this l·1.;mor1nduin. 

2 . .Che; purpos., of th,;s Ｎ ｲ ｲＧｬｮｧﾷｾｭＮＬｮ ｴ ｳ＠ i s t o <.,.neur.., that th,, 
bc.;st us1.. , for ､ＮＮＬｦＮｾｮ｣Ｐ＠ pur 1os;,s , is m'.d" o i ' the r<.;s t::a rch md 
d0v <:.loprr.1;n t <.;ft'ort ＱｶＭ ｩ ｬｾ｢ｬ＼Ｎ［＠ t o t h ., Uni tcd .. ingdo'i ｾｮ､＠ ii'renc h 
S<.,.rvicc..s by th. ｰｯｯｬｩｮｾ＠ of kno:.lt..c.g"' ind Ｐ ｸｰ Ｐ ｲｩＰｮ｣ｾ Ｌ＠ by the 
e xcl.·1n .... of' t<.:chnic:1l inforne tion and ·oy t h"' provi sion of 
fs.cil i ｴｩｾ＠ G i.1 fit.:l<.<s 01· mutu'l l i n t .: rc.; s t . :..•o this 0nd t h.; 
t.10 Govvrnm"n t s h v., <.,.n t,..,r(. <.i i n t o tL0 f'ollo••1in::; under standi n£. 

3. I n re;sp"ct of those. proj 0cts on which 'both Government s 
ｭ ｾＮ＠ ,,grc;•, to co ll .'bor-:, t , t hci'e ·::ill be ' full '1..'ld f r ank 
e xci1 >ngc ot· t c chnic 1.l i nfor. •: t ion !lnd , where _ppropria t e , close 
co- o rc..in'l tion 0 1 ｰ ｲｯ ｾ ｴＢ ｕ＠ , ｾ ｦＧ＠ of r sv<:rch ::.nd d<...V -lopment . 
Ei t h ;r Gove rnmc.nt wi l l 'lr.:-'lng., , on r1.;quest, :ror ｲ･ ｰｲ ･ ｡ ･ ｮｴｾｩｴﾱＧＮｖｩ＠
of the otht:>r ·ovt:rrm1e;nt to h ｾ ｶ｣Ｎ＠ icc.,ss to cst:i.bli ahmcmts ol". 
o t h" r p l 'lc,.s whvr- ｾｨ Ｌ＠ r·-s .... ｾｲ｣ｨ＠ -:nd ､ｾｶｴＺｬｯｰｭ＠ .... nt on reed 
proj0c t. is b.., in? c '1rri, out f'or the pur poso of obt ＱＮｮｾｧ＠
compl"' t t. disclosur " o . inf·o1·rr,ation on the specifi c projl ｾ Ｇｴｴ＠
but t o the 0xclusio .. of oti1 .. 1· nctivi ti.Js which m be 
c ;irri .,d on 'It th .s.: c "G .>li·;lun0nts or oth<.::r pl c a . 

L; . Ii' in ｩ［ ［ＬＬ ﾷｾ＠ C".S of ..,_ iv •. proJec t , 11.riit tio B 
'lpplicl.tion 01 tn. ｾｲＬｳ＠ nt 1rr<J.ngclm<.::nte rise, o• irt ｾｯ＠
cor.;r.itmc;nts ｰ ｲｾｶｩｯｵｳｬｹ＠ ..,n .... re . int o by on Qr the other 
uov rrun1..n t ccnc,_rn0a., th.: Gov rnment thus co itted w1"l:):l 
ao ...:vo;;ry \;,i incl possi .)1 , i t i n t e r ata of conmon d.,.t e 
to m'lk<> possibl0 th"' con . ic t i on o:f the i nf'onna tion nee 
:for the; furthc;rin; 01· vl €. proj e t . 

5. In ｧ ｴＮＮ ｮ ＮＮＺｲ ﾷ ｾ ｬ Ｌ＠ xc 'Ing s of' t chnic l i nfo nnation (irncl.ij 
books) undc;r tht..sc: r1• n "m ... nts 1i l l b m d ｷ ｩｴ ｨｯｵ ｴ ｾｾ＠

rhc sh 1ring 01 coz ts v .ich mv :ir i s<: from coll bor titl o 
p«oj .... ct, 11ill be the :;uojcct of greement·b t wtl n the. ｾ＠
3ov"'rnm ... nts . r.o·NvV .;l' , •1hc.;n ..,oui pment s , sgmpl s , e 
compon"nts or drawings 1r., m".C:."' lV'lilable , t h i s 
｢ ｾ＠ '\g".inst p ｹｾｶｮｴ Ｎ＠

6. In di vidu·.1 pro j..,cts un<.a,r thc:s... rr'""''<l'i' 
k.T1o.1n cs "Projects d., Coll"l·oor<J.tion Anglo r 
;.•r ..... :ch <.:oll 1bor".ttion Proj<.,.c1;s) (P. c •. ｾ＠ • .i!'. or , 
b.., propos.,;d by ..;1 th0r ｃｯｶＭｲｲｵＬＱｾｮｴ＠ 1'01• on o 
follo1·1ing purpos<.:s : -

( ) to i· .cili t .t •. t; c;:<ch-:ng,. o 
Ｍｩｲｾ＠ . .; ol' o .. on in ｾ｣ｲ＠ .. st ; 
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( "!> ) to fac1litat ... thu ｣ｸ｣ｨ｣ｾｧ＠
apecific ｲｾｳ｣ｯＮｲ｣ｨ＠ and d<.;V 

inf ..>r. o. ti on on 
l opmcnt . rejects: 

(c) to hel ach oth r i n ti v pr c tic.l 
､｣ｶｾｬｯｰｮ｣ＮＮｮｴ＠ of . pr oject . 

7 . For ev.,ry prOJ et ,1h eh i.J 
arrange cnt ill m fo r th 
o.spects and t.t.e. 'lllocc.ti.>n t' tt 
s0curity r'ldings . 

s t .• 1s hed for collaborat1 
aef l niti.)n of the class t 
of the propriat 

8 . If E.ith r G..>v r·n:. nt wi s t :> coll bor t i 
production of ! te 'lr ing f r ｪｾｩｮｴ＠ rvse rch and develop 
thl.re \ i.l. l be f u r the r C '"1 lSUl t tivn betwe._,n th t O Oov l'Jlllle 

9 . 
pr ot 

So f r 
cted 

s inf 1r • t i' pr 't ｣ｴｾ､＠
pat (nt r1 tJ is c nct;rn 

r c p bl 
d .-

of' b ing 

( .) n i +hl r GJv rrJ1 nt 
wit out urt ｾｲ＠ a c 
• :1 i c lud ｾ＠ ym nt) 
. or!·. tion htc'1 is 
p tent rights: 

(b) t.i. rt..cipi.,nt :;,f 
, .)r n. scl.:is i 

r· judic th r 
te;nt protecti 

th .., m r a 
gr.e nt t.:> 

Ｈ｣ｾ＠ if ｴｨｾ＠ r cipi 
to use.. 01 

to r J uu . .a. 

p tc;nt r.>t 
notifi s th 
if i t1;:;nCL'.> 
it will 
i form t 
filed t 

b.., ntitl d,. 
c re nt {which 

chnico1 
u j et to 

.:>n .ill ot 
mazmc:.r li l to 

o vner to obt in 
et thereof, unless 
is f .)rmal 

.... is closure : 

orm tion \ishee 
'.fill r 11. ly 

.)f o r to obt in 
s ect t •vrc..of, and 

t ia ffcct, th own r, 
nt r)t ction tor 

.:>ss1bl and 
Ail.f p tent npplic tion 

itl d der th s arrange 
i is th pr.)p rty or 

10 . eith r Gov 
m"'nts tJ r c iv 
cor, 11:! rci11l org ni 
ho\uV r, ｾｩｴｨ＠ r G vernm1en.t 
infor -t10 s 
b.>'th rt1 s nl 
ciol vrg ni t1on 
co.n; 1unic t d . 

hout the cons"'nt of the owner. r, 
rds th c nnnunic tion or such 

success of any p:'Oj et, 
t " rrange i tt. th conme 

the info tion ｾｯ＠ b 

11 . ith r v r nt ｣･｡ｾｵ＠ on ny 
g nts 
th r Gov 
cticabl 

part of ｲｾｊ｣｣ｴ＠ to hich th.ese 
fir t giving notic in riting 
and nk1ng such r ang • ta 
Gov rnment t c nti ue or 

1 2 . Fith0r Govcrrun nt ""''.., 
'l y roj et prop th 
to 't "C.) l. n d" . Th 
d i :n t d 1 s both 
1ill not h r 1 d t 

both Govc..rru ts . 
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1 3 
• Th0 Gov rnmen t of th othc r· in<.:m r St t.,s of the 

' ｾ＠ t t · • E'.lroi> Jl 'Jni )n ·.1ho r 1i ... lin t.:i 1·t i ciputc and i n 
Pr 

1 ｾ＠ ..> t.:i c.:> tr1l utc, . y p rtic1p t ir ,-, r icul r pro j 
P ＮＺｩｶＱｾ＠ d tr t th , ccc t ｾｲｲＭｵｮｧ｣Ｌ＠ .cnts ii .ila r to those 
｣ｾ＠ ｩｴｾ＠ 1r. d in tl i n.oran1um, na J c t tne a r nent 
'1 both Gov rrunei · . 

1 ｾ＠ • Ei th0r ov rrii ;_ t ;:1 ttl 'lllinat tf! rrangu .cnt s set 
- - rth ir t:t J. • mor .dw b vi , t t oth r si. months ' 
notJ.ce in .1r1 t ... c . In tt 1 r nt hJ. ver, infor tion 
exch n l d u. d<..1• ｴｨｾｳ＠ r·r·. 1 nt 111 ... continut: t o be a t -
gu rd•.d in ccvrd nee .1 tr ti: s c ri ty revisions contained 
in th.., Annex to tti... ｯｲｾｮ､ｵｲｲＮ＠ uu.c. th d t .:>nal provis ons 
d.., Jeri bed in p·irr raph 9 f tl is mor:indw . 
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